Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Working For God: The Example of Nehemiah

4.   Completion – A Job Well Done

Nehemiah 6.15 – 7.3

Completion of the Work

(vs 15) The walls were finally completed in just a few weeks.   It was a job well done.

Even their enemies were disheartened when they heard and saw what had taken place – ‘they perceived that this work was done by our God’ (vs 16)

When God’s work is completed, men will give Him glory and praise

Nehemiah 8 – 10

Phase 2: Rebuilding The Spiritual Status of Israel

Now that the walls were completed, Nehemiah sets out to rebuild their spiritual status. He does this first by restoring Godly principles  (Nehemiah 8. 1-18)

· Reintroduced public reading of the Law

· Worship

· Great joy & rejoicing

· Re-institution of Feast of Tabernacles – this had not been observed since the days of Joshua

Next the people make a re-commitment to God  (Nehemiah 9.1 – 10.39)

· Confess their sin – (9. 1-3)

· Remember His dealings with them & give thanks – (9. 5-37)

· Renew their covenant with God to:

i. Walk in God’s Law (29)

ii. Keep marriage amongst God’s people (30)

iii. Honour the Sabbath Day (31)

iv. Exact an annual Temple Tax - For the service of the House of God (32)

     [see Matthew 17.24-27]

v. Bring gifts for the offerings (34)

vi. Bring their tithes into the storehouse (35-39)

Our own spiritual walk and life must not be allowed to slip.  We can be so busy about the ‘things of God’ that our own walk can get neglected.

Nehemiah 13

And Finally

The work needed looking after, it needs care etc.

(vs 6) Nehemiah returns to King Artaxerxes, for a brief period

During his absence Tobiah (one of the chief enemies of Nehemiah & God’s people) moves into the temple (vs 4-7)

When Nehemiah returns, he throws Tobiah out, cleanses the Temple and replaces the articles of the House of God

(vs 11) The House of God had been forsaken

We must not let any ungodly things inhabit our lives, our ministry, our service and work for God.  Let us not forsake the ‘House of God’

