Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Working For God: The Example of Nehemiah

3.   Handling & Dealing With Opposition

Nehemiah 4-6

As in any work of God, Nehemiah experiences opposition, and this comes in various ways.

· Mockings   (4. 1-6)

· Threat of Physical Attack   (4. 7-9)

· Discouragement   (4. 10-23)

· Natural Events – Famine
]

· Financial Crisis                
]   (5. 1-19)

· Oppression              
]

· Conspiracy   (6. 1-14)

There are three main characters in Nehemiah’s story who are responsible for most of the oppostion – Nehemiah 2.19

· Sanballat the Horonite

Name means ‘sin (moon god) gives life’, from Beth Horon (House of Caves) 12 miles NW of Jerusalem

Represents – the enemy, evil and wickedness

· Tobiah the Ammonite

Name means ‘Jehovah is good’ from Ammon, present day Jordan.  Ammonites and Israel were constantly at war.

Represents – religion

· Geshem the Arab  (mentioned only four times in Bible, all in Nehemiah)

Geshem was an Arabian tribal name – He was probably a governor of the Persian province of Arabia

Represents – authorities

All three were governors of districts – it appears that Sanballat & Tobiah were among those ‘governors in the region beyond the river’ – Nehemiah 2. 9-10

Sanballat & Tobiah had an unhealthy resentment of God’s people.

MOCKINGS  -  Nehemiah 4. 1-6

(vs 1) Sanballat mocked the Jews because he was furious and very indignant as he learned that the wall was being rebuilt.

He hurled lots of verbal abuse, insults and laughed at God’s people  

“Sanballat was very angry when he learned that we were rebuilding the wall. He flew into a rage, and insulted and mocked us and laughed at us, and so did his friends.., 

‘What does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think they are doing’, he scoffed. ‘Do they think they can build the wall in a day if they offer enough sacrifices, and look at those charred stones they are pulling out of the rubbish and using again’” (LVB)

(vs 3) Tobiah joins in the mockings

“…even if a fox walked along the top of their wall, it would collapse” (LVB)

(vs 4-5)  Nehemiah’s response was PRAY – he handed the opposition over to God

Note vs5 – ‘they have despised You in despising us’ (LVB)
In opposing Nehemiah, they were actually opposing God  

- see also Matthew 25.40; John 15.18-21; Acts 5.38-39

(vs 6) Even though things were against them – the rebuilding work still went on

THREAT OF PHYSICAL ATTACK – Nehemiah 4. 7-9

(vs 7-8) Because the mockings didn’t stop them and they saw that the work continued, Sanballat, Tobiah and those with them plotted to attack the city.

(vs 9) Again it was made a matter of PRAYER -   ( a watch – guard)

DISCOURAGEMENT – Nehemiah 4. 10-23

(vs 10-11) The people were becoming discouraged:

· The work was too much for some (vs10)

· Their strength was failing them (vs10)

· Their lives were at risk (vs11)

· The work was under threat (vs11)

(vs 13) GODLY WISDOM led Nehemiah to strategically position men, armed with swords, spears and bows

(vs15) God brought the enemies plans to nothing and an encouraged people return to rebuilding the wall

(vs 16) CHANGE IN STRATEGY - ½ the people did construction work






  ½ the people defended the workers from attack

(vs 17)                                 
   the construction workers held a trowel in one hand

          




   and a weapon in the other

(vs 21) Work continued all day, from daybreak until the stars appeared

· We should be prepared to make changes if necessary in order to avoid discouragement.    Discourage has a root meaning ‘to kill the spirit’

FAMINE, FINANCIAL CRISIS & OPPRESSION – Nehemiah 5. 1-19

Severe rainfall had destroyed the crops (see Ezra 10.9) and now there was a famine (vs3)

(vs 1) There were certain Jews who were profiteering off the needy families

Those who had run out of money for food were now having to go to extreme measures in order to buy a little food:

· By mortgaging lands, vineyards, olive groves and houses

· By borrowing money

· By selling their sons and daughters as slaves – those who had no property left and who were unable to borrow as they were already in debt

“About this time there was a great outcry of protest from parents against some of the rich Jews who were profiteering on them.

What was happening was that families who ran out of money for food had to sell their children or mortgage their fields, vineyards and homes to these rich men; and some couldn’t even do that, for they already had borrowed to the limit to pay their taxes”  (1-4 LVB)

There was a great outcry against these men – they had violated the Law of God regarding the needy (Deuteronomy 15. 7-11)

(vs 6) Nehemiah became very angry and took up their cause to put this matter right

(vs 7) He rebuked the nobles and rulers for charging interest on loans and called for an inquiry into the matter

(vs 12-13) Nehemiah ensures the nobles and rulers make an oath in front of the priests to stop this profiteering and to return to God’s ways

(vs 14-19) During his time as Governor in Judah, Nehemiah did not take advantage of certain benefits that he could have had

· He refused to live at the taxpayers expense as previous governors had done

· He refused to have anything that his fellow Jews didn’t have

We see through Nehemiah’s life, that doing God’s will was more important to him than life itself.

CONSPIRACY AGAINST NEHEMIAH – Nehemiah 6. 1-14

(vs 1) Sanballat, Tobiah & Geshem hear that the wall is almost complete and so they try another plan

(vs 2) They send for Nehemiah – but it is a plot to do him harm.  If they can’t attack the work of God, they’ll go for the leaders

(vs 3-4) God’s work is a great work which should not be neglected.  Four times they send for Nehemiah, but he refuses to go and leave the work.

(vs 5-7) On the fifth occasion Sanballat accuses Nehemiah of planning a rebellion against the king

(vs 8-9) Nehemiah responds by

· Sending Sanballat a message – invention of his mind

· PRAYER

(vs 10-13) Sanballat doesn’t give in, he changes strategy.

This time he hires Shemaiah the Priest to give a false prophecy – he says that his enemies would come to attack and kill him during the night and that he should come to the Temple to take refuge.  But God reveals to Nehemiah that this is just another attempt to cause him to sin and to destroy the work of God.

(vs 14) Nehemiah responds by PRAYING

Opposition comes in all forms, even from those who we think should know better. Nehemiah always responds and deals with these matters prayerfully. It is through prayer that God gives him wisdom to answer his opponents and deal rightly and justly in each situation.

(vs 15) THE WALL IS COMPLETED

