Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Working For God: The Example of Nehemiah

2.   Unity – Co-labourers

Nehemiah 3

· Nehemiah didn’t share the vision until after he had viewed the city and prepared himself for the task ahead

· The people rise and begin building – (2. 17-18)

· The task of rebuilding the wall was huge -

On two sides of Jerusalem new walls needed to be completely rebuilt (east & south east)

On two sides of Jerusalem the old balls needed repairing

Footnote – Archaeologists have found remains of the new walls, which are 8 feet thick

· 40 different people groups worked together to rebuild Jerusalem, they included

Priesthood

High Priest (vs 1)




Other Priests (vss 1, 22, 28)

Religious Leaders
Levites (vs 17)




Nethinim (vs 26)

Politicians

District Governors (vss 9, 12, 14-18)

Professionals
Goldsmiths (vs 8, 32)




Merchants (vs 32)




Perfumers (vs 8)

Women

Daughters of Shallum (vs 12)

Local Inhabitants
Remnant from Jerusalem (vss 23, 28, 29)

Those from Other Places



Jericho (vs 2)




Tekoa (vs 5)




Gibeon (vs 7)




Mizpah (vs 7)




Meronoth (vs 7)




Zanoah (vs 13)




Beth Haccerem (vs 14)




Beth Zur (vs 16)

Some of these built the walls, others the gates, others the towers and governors residence

· In the work of God UNITY is important.

· When we have unity  (all pulling in same direction),  the job gets done 

· God blesses those who are united – Psalm 133.1-3

· Early church were noted for their unity

· United in prayer 
    
– Acts 1.14;  4.24

· United in purpose 
    
– Acts 2.1   (waiting for the promise of
 





    the Father - Acts 1.4)

· United in benevolence 
– Acts 2.44-46

· United in fellowship 
– Acts 2.46;  5.12;  15.25

· United in the Spirit 
   
– Acts 15.25-28

· Unity fosters INVOLVEMENT and OWNERSHIP - people ‘feel part’ of the work

· Unity is essential with God

Our will and God’s will must be in unity, in line with each other – only God can bless His work – outside of God’s will our work is futile

- Psalm 127.1

- 1 Corinthians 3. 5-9

United we stand – divided we fall

