Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Seven Signs of John’s Gospel 4

Feeding of the 5000.   John 6.1-14

A Compassionate Christ  (v5)
· Mark 6.34 – His heart went out to the multitude, they were like sheep without a shepherd

· Jesus heart goes out to those in need

His Concern Was Not Just For Their Spiritual Needs But Also Their Physical   (v5)

· The multitude had sat all day and listened to Him preach – Jesus had fed their spirits

· At the close of the day when they were hungry, He fed their physical hunger

He Knows How To Deal With Us  (v6)

· Jesus knew what He was going to do before He asked Philip

· He knows us and knows what’s best for us

· He knows just what we need – we think we may know, but He does

He Expects Us To Respond In Faith  (v6)

· His question had nothing to do with any uncertainty in His actions

· His questioning demanded a faith response from His disciples

· Philip and Andrew looked only at the circumstances, not the result.

When we are faced with an ‘impossible’ situation or a pressing need, Jesus may ask us a question which will require a faith answer – in our last study we saw the man at the pool, Jesus question to Him demanded a the correct response. He was directing the man to examine his will to be healed – the man looked at the situation not his will.

He Encouraged Their Little Faith Not Reprimanded Them  (vs7-11)

· Instead of reprimanding them for their lack of faith he encourages the little faith they showed.

“We only have .. what are they among so many” – here we see Jesus instead of a rebuke, encouraging them.  He says to them ‘sit the people down and see what we’ll do’

He Uses Whatever Little We Have

· He received the offering of the young lad and used it – nothing too little, nothing too small.

· Here we see the God of multiplication in action

The prophet asks the widow (2 Kings 4) what she has in her hand.  Whatever we have God can use.  He is looking for us to trust Him with what we have.

He Includes The Disciples In The Miracle  (v11)

· He receives the boys lunch and gives thanks

· He hands it to the disciples who then take it to the groups sitting on the grass

· The miracle takes place in their hands

He Is The Great Provider

We see Jehovah Jireh and El Shaddai ministering to the needs of the people.  He is the provider, all our provision comes from Him

He Is An Abundant God (v12-13)

· The people were filled – they had all they could eat

· Twelve baskets of fragments were collected in

The nature of the God of More than Enough is clearly evident here.  Compare this with what Paul writes of Him in Ephesians 3.20

He Is Lord of the Harvest  (v12)

· The fragments were gathered in so that nothing was lost

This was the young lad’s harvest.  He had given to Jesus and received an immediate return on that gift.   Too often we lose our harvest but Jesus has it in mind – He loses nothing.

