Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Seven Signs of John’s Gospel 3

Healing of the Man at the Pool of Bethesda.   John 5.1-15

What can we learn about Jesus from this third sign:

Jesus is Lord of Time.

· This paralysed man had been in this condition a very long time, 38 years.

· Jesus knew that He had been in this condition that length of time

In the other signs we’ve seen that it doesn’t matter what the situation is, Jesus can deal with it. Here we see that it doesn’t matter to Jesus how long we’ve been in certain situations, Jesus can change them.

Jesus doesn’t just care about physical circumstances, he cares for mans low self-esteem.

· This man had suffered for 38 years, probably been at the poolside a good number of those years – waiting.

· Here was a man who had suffered physically all that time – unable to walk

· Here was a man who felt completely helpless

· Here was a man who constantly lived with disappointment and missed opportunities.

· Here we see a man who blames others for his misfortune

Jesus saw him and approached him and not only ministered to his physical infirmity but lifted him from his low self-esteem.

Jesus deals with man’s apathetic will

· “Do you want to be made well” – what a question.

· This was not asking a stupid question, Jesus was directing the man to make a choice out of his own will.

· For years he had suffered not just physical infirmity but this had brought him to a place of apathy.

We must not assume that everything that is God’s will, will automatically come to pass.   Jesus will not override our own free will. 

The man is now able to receive the healing word, “Rise take up your bed and walk”.  He chooses to obey the word and receives his healing

Jesus concern is for the whole man

· “Wilt thou be made whole” (AV)

· What Jesus does is very good – there is no patching up or repair jobs.

· Jesus wants this man to be made whole – spirit, soul and body

This man was not just receiving healing of his physical infirmity, but was being freed from the mental torment caused by the disappointments, given a new outlook on life – he was now able to work, provide for himself etc.

Later Jesus found him and told him to “sin no more” – this man was healed and made whole.

