Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 8

The Seven Personages – Part 1

Revelation 12-13

Chapter 12 introduces the second half of the Tribulation period by giving us an insight into the spirit realm throughout the ages.

Before man was created, there was a conflict in heaven between God and His most powerful angel, the archangel Lucifer (satan).

Satan aspired to be greater than God Himself and was thrown out of heaven. Even today he thinks that he can ascend to the place of God, where he is worshipped.  All his deceptions throughout the ages have been to get people by their own free will to worship him instead of God.

Chapters 12-13 introduce us to Seven Persons who have been prominent through the ages and will be during the Tribulation.

· Sun-Clothed Woman

· Dragon

· Male Child

· Archangel Michael

· Jewish Remnant

· Beast from the Sea

· Beast from the Earth

1. Sun-Clothed Woman   - Revelation 12.1-2

Some have suggested that the identity of this woman is Mary but for the first time in Revelation we have in this verse the word sign – something that points to another thing.  This word only appears 3 times in Revelation and two of those are in this chapter (vs 1, vs 3).

Because this woman is described as a sign we are not looking to identify her as an actual person.

The Scriptures often use a woman to represent different things:

· Jezebel – represents false religion

· Shunnamite woman (of Song of Songs) – represents the people of God

· The Church is called the Bride of Christ

Sun, Moon, Stars.

The references to the sun, moon and stars are significant as they are light conveying objects:   Sun – a source of light; moon and stars – reflect light

The woman is seen to be God’s light-bearer to mankind – 

· In the OT, Israel was that light-bearer

· In the Tribulation, Israel will once again be the light-bearer in the form of the 144,000 witnesses

· In the NT, the Church is the light-bearer

Joseph’s Dream

The woman is seen as clothed with the sun and with the moon under her feet.

This is a reference to Joseph’s dream of Genesis 37.9-10 where he sees the sun, moon and eleven stars bow down to him.  In his dream the sun and moon were symbolic of Jacob and Rachel and the stars his eleven brothers.

Jacob was the father of the tribes of Israel – His name was later changed to Israel.  

She wore the garland of twelve stars like a crown – symbolic of a kingdom,  twelve tribes of Israel.

From our studies we see that this woman represents Israel.

Pregnant.

The woman is pregnant and about to give birth.

Israel gave birth to the Messiah

From Abraham to Mary, the nation of Israel was preparing to bring forth the promised Messiah that would bless the whole world.

2. Male-Child
- Revelation 12. 5

The identity of this Male-Child should not be difficult for anyone who is familiar with the Word of God.  There is only one person that it can be – Jesus.

It is Jesus that will ‘rule all nations with a rod of iron’ during the Millennial Reign.

The Child is ‘caught up to God’ – Jesus is the only one who has ascended to the Throne of God

3. Dragon 
- Revelation 12. 3-4

In verse 3 we see a picture of the devil – he is represented in John’s vision like a fiery-red dragon with seven heads and ten horns.  We know that this is the devil because verse 9 identifies him.

It is probable that the image most people associate with the devil – a little red creature with horns and a fork has its origins from this verse.

This chapter gives us several details about the devil –

· Great fiery-red dragon (v3) – he is red because of bloodshed.  The devil has been responsible for much of the bloodshed in human history from the time of Adam and Eve to the present day.

· Serpent of old (v9) – this is a reference to the first mention of him in the Bible, seen in the Garden of Eden. He is the ‘deceiver’.

· The devil (v9) – the name used throughout the Gospels, it means the ‘accuser’ or the ‘slanderer’.

· Satan (v9) – he is often referred to as satan, the ‘adversary’ (enemy). He is the adversary of all God’s children.

· Accuser of our brethren (v10) – this verse indicates his work today, he is seeking to discredit God’s children by bring accusations against them.

Let’s look a little more at the description of the dragon:

Great fiery-red dragon – responsible for much of the bloodshed in human history.

Seven heads (that are crowned with diadems) – probably represent either:

1. Seven stages of Roman Empire – (we saw a similar analogy in chapters 2-3, where the ‘seven churches’ represent seven stages of church history).  The entire Roman Empire, as large as it was, was governed and ruled by Rome.  It was considered to be an evil oppressive power, ruled by a dictator – the Emperor.

2. Revival of the old Roman Empire

3. World-wide government system – or One World Government, a Global Community. The number seven being the number of wholeness or completeness.  The significance of diadems (crowns) are representative of kingdoms or governments.

Ten Horns – ten kings or leaders in this government of their respective nations.  We see a similar thing prophesied in Daniel 2. 42-44 where the ten toes of the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s  dream represent a ten nation confederation.

Notice even today that this is a tool that the enemy uses – governments, world dictators and key leaders are all being used by him to bring harm to mankind.

Fall of satan

It’s interesting to read in verse 4 that the dragons tail ‘drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth’

This gives us an insight into the spirit realm at the time of satan’s fall from heaven as described in Isaiah 14.  When he fell he took one-third of the angels with him, those that followed him in his rebellion.

Conflict with the Seed of Woman

The dragon stands before the woman ready to devour her child as soon as it is born.

To fully understand the prophetic interpretation of these verses, we need to keep in mind that the woman represents Israel, the Child is Jesus and the dragon, the devil.

In Genesis 3.15 God says that there will be enmity between the serpent and the woman and her seed.  God also said that the seed of woman would bruise the serpents head.

For thousands of years starting with the murder of Abel by Cain, the devil has been opposing the seed of woman to destroy her Child, the Messiah.  He did not want the Child to be born because He would bruise his head and bring deliverance and victory for man.

We see in the Gospels, even after Jesus was born, the devil trying to destroy Him.

· Herod’s massacre of the babies

· Several attempts on Jesus’ life:

· Trying to throw Him off the edge of a cliff in Nazareth

· Trying to drown Him in a storm on Galilee

· Crucifixion

But we see from Revelation that as the Child is born, He is ‘caught up to God’ – just when the devil thinks he’s succeeded, Jesus is raised to life and ascends to the Father.

Place of Refuge

Verse 6 also shows us something interesting

It must again be noted that the woman represents Israel, not the Church.

The gap between verses 5 and 6 is about 2000+ years (the entire Church Age)

Daniel 9. 24-27 prophecies about 70 weeks –

69 weeks (483 years) until Messiah is cut off (crucifixion)

70th week (7 years) which is the Tribulation period

Verse 6 tells us that the woman flees into the desert, to a place of refuge that has been prepared for her by God for 1260 days (see also verses 13-14)

Daniel 11. 40-45 speaks of a war during the ‘time of the end’ which affects all countries except for the ancient nations of Edom, Moab and Ammon (v41).  These nations now form part of what is Jordan and this could well be the place where Israel will take refuge during the Tribulation awaiting the Glorious Appearing of Jesus Christ.  Many Bible scholars
 have identified the ancient city of Petra as the probable place.  It is an interesting place surrounded by mountains into which are hewn temples. There is only one way in or out of Petra by narrow gorges.







