Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 7

The Two Witnesses

Revelation 11.1-14

The events of verses 1-14 take place in Jerusalem and cover the first half the Tribulation, this can be seen by the two time references in verses 1-2.

42 months = 1260 days = 3½ years

Old Testament Worship Restored.

John sees in this vision something like a measuring rod with which he is to measure the temple, such as would be used in marking out land for construction.

At present there is no temple in Jerusalem.  Where the temple should be stands a Muslim mosque (it can be seen on any picture of the city with a large golden dome).

In Matthew 24.15 Jesus, quoting Daniel (Daniel 11.31; 12.11), refers to the “abomination of desolation… standing in the holy place”.   Daniel prophesied that the antichrist will desecrate the temple in the middle of the tribulation period.  In order for him to desecrate the temple it first needs to be rebuilt.

It is likely that the temple will be rebuilt during the first half of the tribulation as a direct result of the peace agreement that antichrist has with Israel.

This act of building a new temple will result in a return to Old Testament style worship – i.e the sacrificial system.  This will indicate a total rejection of Jesus Christ as their Messiah even though there will be many prominent Jews proclaiming Jesus as Messiah.

The Identity of theTwo Witnesses.

At this point in the text of Revelation we are introduced to two supernatural witnesses who have power:

To kill by fire those who seek to harm them

To shut up the heavens so that no rain falls

To turn water to blood

To strike the earth with various plagues

Who are these witnesses? - We do not know for sure.  There have been several legitimate suggestions as to who they are – Elijah, Enoch, Moses, even John the Baptist.   But does the Bible offer us any evidence as to their identity?

Elijah

· Malachi 4. 5-6 prophesies that Elijah would come before “the great and dreadful day of the Lord”

· Elijah shut up the heavens so that no rain fell – 1 Kings 17.1

· Elijah called fire down from heaven – 1 Kings 18.20-40

He is likely to be one of the witnesses

John the Baptist

· Luke 1.17 says that John would come “in the spirit and power of Elijah” although there is no Biblical evidence that John was used in the miraculous way that Elijah was.

· John openly declared that he was not Elijah although he would prepare the way for the coming of the Lord (John 1.21-23)

He is unlikely to be the other witness

Enoch

· Enoch did not die but was taken to heaven (Hebrews 11.5).  This scripture along with Hebrews 9.27 – “it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgement” are often used as a reason to make Enoch the other witness as they say that he must die to fulfil the Scripture.  But this is not the case as there will be a whole generation of people that do not see death – those alive at the rapture of the church.

· Enoch was a Gentile who lived a couple of hundred years before Abraham.  He has no identification with Israel.

· The purpose of Enoch’s translation (Hebrews 11.5) was so that he did not see or experience death.  These two witnesses will both die.

He is unlikely to be the other witness.

Moses

There are three good reasons why Moses is the other witness.

· He had already appeared with Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus before Peter, James and John – Matthew 17. 1-5

· Moses was given power by God to bring various plagues on the earth and to turn water to blood in Egypt.  It reasonably follows that Elijah and Moses will demonstrate the same powers that they had already used.

· Moses is an important figure in Jewish history.  He represents and penned the Law of God, Elijah represents the Prophets – combined they represent God to the nation of Israel.  Jesus taught in a parable (Luke 16.19-31 – Rich Man & Lazarus) that the Jews have Moses and the Prophets and they should listen to them (vs29).

The two men in Jewish history, since Abraham, who most represent God’s dealings with Israel are Moses and Elijah.  That it is these two men confirm that there has been a restoration of Old Testament worship.

The Ministry of the Two Witnesses

In verse 4, they are identified as the two olive trees of Zechariah 4.

Their ministry is to:

· Proclaim God’s faithfulness to the Jews

· Counteract the deception of antichrist

· Prophesy – preach concerning things to come

· Testify – preach the Gospel

The Witnesses Killed

Sometime around the mid-point in the Tribulation (after 1260 days) “the beast ascends out of the bottomless pit” – this is a reference to the death/resurrection of antichrist, we will study this in Revelation 13.   

(vs7) The Beast will make war with the two witnesses and kill them, but not until the time appointed by God – when their testimony is finished. Until that time they are immortal.

(vs8) Their dead bodies will lie on the streets of Jerusalem for 3½ days.  The spiritual state of Israel is such that the city is likened to Sodom and Egypt.

(vs9) The bodies will stay there on the streets, they will not be allowed to bury them so that the whole world can see them – this has only become a reality in the last few years with the advances in technology.

(vs10)  A national holiday will be proclaimed so that there is great rejoicing and celebration with the giving of presents.

(vs11)  After 3½ days the breath of life from God enters them and they are resurrected – this will be witnessed by the whole world

(vs12) They are taken up into heaven in a cloud again witnessed by the world

(vs13) That same hour there is a great earthquake that destroys one-tenth of the city and kills 7000







