Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 6

The Mighty Angel & The Little Book

Revelation 10

Between the soundings of the 6th and 7th trumpets we are introduced to a section in Revelation 10-11 which deals with:

· A Mighty Angel  (Rev 10)

· Two Witnesses/Preachers  (Rev 11.1-14)

Verse 1 sets the scene of the activity – on earth.  A Mighty angel is seen coming down from heaven to earth.

He is described by John as:

· A mighty angel

· Clothed with a cloud

· A rainbow on his head

· A face like the sun

· Feet like pillars of fire

The angel has in his hand a little book which is open.  He sets his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land and he cries out with a loud voice like that of a roaring lion.  As he cries out, seven voices like that of thunder are heard.

We do not know who these voices belong to or what they say so there is little point speculating – John is told not to write them down but that they should be sealed up.

Because of the spectacular description given by John, some think that this mighty angel is an appearance of Jesus, but he cannot be Jesus because:

· He is identified as an angel – Jesus has taken on flesh, was crucified and rose again bodily, and ascended to His Father in heaven bodily.

· He came down from heaven to the earth – Jesus will not return to the earth until the Glorious Appearing.

· The angel raises his hand and swears by Him who lives forever and ever – the angel swears by someone greater than himself, by the creator. Jesus is the creator of all things (Colossians 1.16).  Jesus is the one who lives forever and ever (Rev 1.18)

We have to take the Bible literally that this is an angel.  There are many ranks of angels, there is no reason why the Lord should not have such a beautiful angel as this one – at one time there was Lucifer.  He was one of the most beautiful of the angelic beings, the name means ‘bright shining star’.  If the Lord permits we will have to do a study on the rank and file of the angelic beings.

The angel prophesies that ‘there should be delay no longer’ (v6) – Mankind has been living in the time of God’s delay for centuries.  This angel warns that this time delay is about to come to an end.  The door of opportunity is about to close (when God closed the door of the ark there was no more opportunity for man to be saved, even though the rain was falling – Genesis 7.1-16).  

This time of salvation is referred to in v7 by the phrase ‘the mystery of God’ (Ephesians 1.7-10)

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace

which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,

having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself,

that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him”

‘take the little book’  (v8) John is instructed to take the little book from the hand of the mighty angel.  Again we do not know the identity of the book but some have suggested that it could be the Seven Sealed Scroll, which has already been opened and its contents revealed, it is now no longer needed thus John is told to eat it.

Some others suggest that it is the new revelation of what is about to come.  Either way it contains the prophecy of God concerning future events.

‘take it and eat it’  (v9)

John is told to eat the little book.  It was sweet in his mouth but bitter in his stomach.

This is symbolic of digesting the Word of God

Jeremiah 15.16

“Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts”

Ezekiel 3.1-4

“Moreover He said to me, "Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel."

So I opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll.

And He said to me, "Son of man, feed your belly, and fill your stomach with this scroll that I give you." So I ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in sweetness.

Then He said to me: "Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them”
After eating the book John is told to go and prophesy again ‘about many peoples, nations, tongues and kings’

An obvious meaning to these references is that before anybody can speak for God, he/she must have first received and digested the Word of God.  God’s Word will be sweet and pleasant in the mouth but bitter in the stomach if we don’t preach it.

“…woe is me if I do not preach the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9.16)

The Word is sweet to those who receive it but bitter to those who reject it.







