Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 5

Seven Trumpet Judgements

Revelation 8 & 9, 11

When the seventh seal is broken, seven angels receive a trumpet each.

These Trumpet judgements denote the beginning of the second quarter of the Tribulation. 21 months (1yr 10mths) have passed since the beginning of the Tribulation.

These are judgements from God as were the plagues of Egypt (Exodus 7-11). These judgements are similar to those that were wrought in Egypt.

The First Trumpet – Hail, Fire & Blood  (Revelation 8. 7)

Hail and Fire mixed with blood fall on the earths surface consuming a third of the earth, trees and grass.

· This was foretold by the prophet Joel (Joel 2.30-31)

· Sodom was destroyed by a similar ‘disaster’ (Genesis 19) – fire and sulphur rained on it

The Second Trumpet – Burning Mountain  (Revelation 8. 8-9)

One third of the sea was turned to blood, a third of the sea creatures died and third of the ships were destroyed when what looked a burning mountain was cast into the sea.

· This could well be a burning meteorite or comet (rather than a volcano) which falls into the sea.

· Today many ships from naval forces all around the world are permanently based in the Middle East. Since Babylon will become the commercial centre and capital of the world (Rev 18) there will no doubt be a large naval base established here.

The Third Trumpet – Star ‘Wormwood’  (Revelation 8. 10-11)

Another meteor hits earth and embeds so deep that it contaminates the springs of water that supply a third of the worlds rivers.  Those who are dependent on the water of these rivers will die because they will be too bitter to drink or cook with.

The Fourth Trumpet – Sun Smitten  (Revelation 8. 12)

The first three Trumpet Judgements affect the earth, sea and rivers.

When the fourth trumpet is sounded the heavens are affected.

Third of the sun, moon and stars are turned dark.  This will cause the light of the day and night to be diminished by a third.

· Jesus foretold that this would happen in Luke 21.25-26

Warning Angel  (vs13)

Verse 13 introduces us to an angel who pronounces that 3 woes are about to come upon the earth.  The judgements of the next three trumpet blasts are going to be much worse than the four previous ones

The Fifth Trumpet (First Woe) – Plague of Locusts  (Revelation 9. 1-12)

As this next trumpet sounds a star falls from heaven.  This star is identified as a person (him) – The word is similar in its usage as we would use it for a celebrity (film star, pop star).

This person is given the ‘key to the bottomless pit’ (abyss).  The identity of this person is probably the same as that mentioned in Revelation 20.1 – an angel descends from heaven with the key to the bottomless pit having a great chain in his hand.

He opens the bottomless pit and pungent smoke comes out darkening the sun and air.

· The bottomless pit (or abyss) is the holding place where certain evil spirits are bound in chains, kept from the human race.

· Jude 6

· 2 Peter 2. 4   Tartarus (abyss),  means incarcerated

· Some commentators say that these could be the spirits of Genesis 6.1-7

First Woe

Out of the pit comes an army of locusts.  Verses 7-10 gives us a graphic pictorial image of these things.

· Shaped like locusts

· Strength like horses

· Faces like men

· Hair like women’s hair

· Teeth like lions

· Breastplates as iron

· Noise of their wings was like an army going to battle

· Sting in their tails like that of scorpions

These locusts are probably spirit-beings rather than actual locusts – verse 3 tells us that they have power as scorpions.  Scorpions are synonymous with evil spirits.

Their king was ‘the Angel of the Bottomless Pit’ whose name is Abaddon (Heb) or Apollyon (Gk) which means ‘the destroyer’.  This angel-king is probably an archangel of the demonic realm.

(v4) The locusts do not consume vegetation but have power to torment humans. 

(v5) They will not be able to kill men but have the power to torment them for five months.

Those who have been stung by scorpions testify of an intense burning sensation which can last several days as the venom courses through their bodies.  

(v6) The effects of this torment will cause men to want to die but they will not be able to

Believers are exempt from this torment (v4)

The Sixth Trumpet (Second Woe) – Plague of Horsemen  (Revelation 9. 13-19)

As the angel sounds the sixth trumpet a voice is heard in heaven – “Release the four angels who are bound at the great River Euphrates”

· Another four spirits from the bottomless pit who are leaders of a spiritual army that have power to kill a further third of the worlds population.

River Euphrates

This is a physical river in the Persian Gulf. Some of the greatest events of Bible History occurred near this river:

· Boundary of the Garden of Eden

· Near to this river the first sin was committed

· Tower of Babel was constructed and erected nearby

· Nimrod built the city of Babylon on the banks of the river – idolatry originated here

· Captives of Israel were exiled here

· This area will be where the final sin of man will culminate

Two Hundred Million Horsemen

Two hundred million evil spirits come from the bottomless pit, riding creatures that are described as:

· Horse-like

· Heads like lions

· Breathe fire, smoke and sulphur

· Tails like serpents with which they do harm

One-third of the worlds population are killed by the tails of the horses, and by the fire that proceeds from their mouths.

Those who were not killed still did not turn to God and repent (vs20) but carried on worshipping demons and idols.

This trumpet judgement brings us close to the halfway point of the Tribulation.  During the first half of the Tribulation almost half of the world’s population will be killed.

It seems that the purpose of the first two woes are to rid the world of those who will never come to Christ and have rejected Him and the salvation that He offers.
The Seventh Trumpet (Third Woe) – (Revelation 11.15-19)

The blast of the seventh trumpet does not initiate anything on earth.  It is very similar to that of the seventh seal

It introduces the next series of judgements – the Seven Bowl Judgements.

God reveals what is yet to come. A burst of rapturous praise is heard throughout heaven as they anticipate the Glorious Appearing of Jesus.

Angelic Chorus

As the angels sing they announce two things that are to come:

· “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ” – the rule of antichrist and his kingdom will come to an end and Jesus will establish the Millennial Kingdom.

· “He shall reign for ever and ever” – Once Jesus returns to the earth, His kingdom will not only be established but it will never end.  Fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah 9.7

Elders Song of Thanksgiving

The twenty-four elders sing a song of thanksgiving, which announces three things to come:

· “The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come” – at His coming the nations will resent His appearance and rebel against Him.

· “The time of the dead, that they should be judged, and You should reward your servants the prophets and the saints” – the martyred Tribulation saints along with the Old Testament will be resurrected and judged saints at the Glorious Appearing of Jesus.

· “Destroy those who destroy the earth” – antichrist and the false prophet will be overcome and cast into the lake of fire along with their followers after the Millennial Reign.

The events that take place at this point concern Israel – hence the reference to the Temple of God and the Ark of Covenant (vs19)







