Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 4

Seven Sealed Scroll & The Opening of the Seals

Revelation 5 & 6

The Seven Sealed Scroll – Revelation 5. 1-7

There are three things of note found in the first verse about this scroll

In the right hand of God

Written on both sides

Sealed with seven seals

Who is worthy to open the scroll?

The Biblical reference (v3) indicates that the scroll has a special significance and related to the human race.  The angel is searching heaven, earth and under the earth for someone to open the scroll.  Angelic beings were excluded from opening it, so we can conclude that it has something to do with human beings and their relationship to the earth.

The importance of the scroll is noted by the fact that the Bible says John wept because no one was found to open the scroll (v4) – this weeping was far more than just being sad, these tears have a far deeper meaning.

Jeremiah the prophet warned Israel that if they did not repent of their sin they would be taken into captivity.  Israel did not listen to this warning and the prophet spoke God’s word that that they would go into captivity for seventy years but would one day return to their land.  As a sign (to prove) that they would return God told Jeremiah to do something strange – to purchase a piece of land that was about to become worthless, he bought this for 17 shekels of silver  (Jeremiah 32. 9-14).  This sealed scroll was the purchase deed of the land and was kept to prove who was the legal owner of the land.

That is the scene we are now studying in heaven – this seven sealed scroll is essentially the title deed to earth.  God gave the earth to Adam, who surrendered it to satan, and Jesus took it back at the cross.  This is the reason for John’s weeping, he knows that while the scroll stays sealed, satan has control on earth.  Once the seals are loosed and the scroll is opened the rightful owners of earth will be made known.

The Lion of the Tribe of Judah has prevailed

One of the elders announces that One has been found to open the scroll.  John sees a Lamb that looks as though it has been sacrificed, with seven horns and seven eyes.

· The Lion of the Tribe of Judah – the lion is king of the beasts and Judah was the ruling tribe of Israel.  This indicates that Jesus is King of kings and that He will reign over the affairs of the earth.

· Root of David – This refers to the Birth of Jesus, He had His roots in the house and lineage of David.

· Lamb as though it had been slain – a reference to Calvary.  Jesus completed the work of Redemption and obtained title deed to the earth through His sacrificial death on the cross.

· Seven horns – a horn in Biblical prophecy represents power and might.  Seven is the number of perfection.  This shows us that Jesus has all authority and power.  When Jesus came the first time He came as a Lamb, when He comes the second time (as Lion) He will come in full manifestation of His omnipotence, all powerful.

· Seven eyes – these eyes are the seven spirits of God which we have already studied.  Eyes speak of the judgement of the Lord and include the seven characteristics of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11.2).  When Jesus comes in power, He will come as Judge of all  (Hebrews 12. 22-24), the perfect judge, who judges righteously and in truth.

The Opening of the Seals – Revelation 6 & 8.1-6

The First Seal – Rider on a White Horse  (Revelation 6. 1-2)

Conquering ruler set on conquest (antichrist)

· He carries a bow in his hand (a symbol of aggressive war) but there is no arrow in the bow.  This shows us that his conquest will be a political one rather than that of physical aggression.  

· He will usher in world peace.

Russia to be destroyed (see Ezekiel 38-39) – Russia (Gog) will launch an attack against Israel but will be supernaturally destroyed – this could take place before the rapture of the church or very soon after.  Antichrist will be seen to unite the nations through peace and will sign a peace treaty with Israel (which will begin the seven year Tribulation) but he will break it half-way through.

· He will establish a confederation of nations / one-world government

· He has a crown on his head - this tells us that he will be victorious in his conquest.

The Second Seal – Rider on a Red Horse  (Revelation 6. 3-4)

The rider of this horse has the power to ‘take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another’ – this tells us that there will be world war (poss. WW3)

He is given a great sword – a sign that this war will result in much bloodshed

There will be those nations that do not agree with the rise to power of antichrist and his ‘taking over’ the world, they will rebel and revolt with war and bloodshed.

The Third Seal – Rider on a Black Horse  (Revelation 6. 5-6)

Famine often follows war, as does the rise of inflation in the economy.

The rider on this horse has a pair of scales in his hand – this indicates a scarcity of food.

Denarius – a roman coin equivalent to one days wage.

Three measures of barley = 1 pint = the minimum daily requirement of food

These show us that because of the scarcity of food men will only earn enough money to buy food for each day.  There will be nothing left over for savings or pleasure.  Social Security and welfare will come to an end, also there will be no provision for future (pension).

It is very likely that the ‘Mark of the Beast’ will be introduced during this time.

‘Do not harm the oil and wine’ seems to imply that the rich will not be harmed as much during this time.

The Fourth Seal – Rider on a Pale Horse  (Revelation 6. 7-8)

The rider on this horse is called Death and Hades follows him.

They are given power to kill one-quarter of the world population by sword, hunger, inflation and beast of earth.

Beast could mean literal beasts or as it is often used in prophecy to mean government or system.

‘Hades followed with him’ – Hades is the place reserved for unbelievers awaiting the Great White Throne Judgement, this shows us that the deaths will be from among the unsaved.

The Fifth Seal – Martyred Tribulation Saints  (Revelation 6. 9-11)

Chapter 7 introduces us to the fact that there will be a great harvest of souls throughout the world. This will occur very early on in the Tribulation.  These are Tribulation-Saints (those come to Christ after Rapture) – many of these will be killed for their stand for the Word of God and their testimony of Jesus.  Many of these will probably be those executed for not receiving the ‘Mark of the Beast’

‘a white robe is given them’ – compare Revelation 7. 9, 13-14

This widespread persecution will last for the duration of the Tribulation.

The Sixth Seal – Catastrophe on Earth/Physical Changes  (Revelation 6. 12-17)

Following the initial persecution of the saints there will be a shaking of the earth with catastrophic results.

· Great earthquakes such as have never been seen ([greatest magnitude]  Chile, May 1960, 9.5, 2000 deaths;    [deadliest]  China, Jan 1556, ~8.0, 850,000 deaths)  (May 2008, China, 7.9, 70,000 deaths)
· Tidal waves

· Volcanic eruptions – ‘sun blackened, moon as blood’

· Meteors hitting earth – ‘stars fell to earth’

· Major physical changes – mountains and islands move, continental shifts

(vs 15-16) – the rulers of the world will know that this is the judgement of God for their persecution of the saints.

The Seventh Seal – Silence in Heaven  (Revelation 8. 1)

Heaven is a place of great joy and praise. There is much rejoicing with songs of praise and worship being sung.   When this seal is broken there is silence in heaven for about half-hour as the whole of heaven stands in awe at the great judgement that is about to be poured out on earth.

As this seal is opened the seven angels that stand before God receive a trumpet each.  These trumpets signify seven judgements that come from God upon the unsaved people of earth – we will look at these in our next study.

These trumpet judgements denote the beginning of the second quarter of the Tribulation.  21 months (1yr 10mths) have passed since the beginning of the Tribulation.

Another angel having a golden censer in his hands was given much incense to offer with the prayers of the saints. This is a beautiful picture and reminds us that God always hears the prayers of His people.  These may well be ‘unanswered’ prayers from the ages for God to avenge His enemies.

After these prayers come before the throne of God, the angel takes the censer and fills it with fire from the altar and throws it to earth.  This causes a reaction of noises, thunderings, lightnings and an earthquake which herald the beginnings of the Trumpet Judgements.

The 144,000 Sealed  (Revelation 7. 1-17)

In our studies of the Seal Judgements we looked at Chapter 6 and then moved to Chapter 8.   But we cannot miss out Chapter 7 as it contains some vital teaching.

Effects of the Rapture

The sudden rapture of the church will leave it’s mark on the earth. It will have a huge impact.  In a moment of time billions of Christians will suddenly disappear.

There are Christians in every walk of life – doctors & surgeons, police, soldiers, teachers, pilots, lorry drivers, machine operatives – these will be taken (Luke 17.34-36).

The rapture of the church could mean the death of many thousands as planes, trains, cars and buses crash.  This will leave the world wanting answers – alien invasion.  Antichrist will be placate the world with his lies and bring everything back to some sense of ‘normality’.

There is a large group of people who will suspect the truth of what has happened but it will be a heart-wrenching decision for them – The Jews (they missed His first coming and crucified Him)

In Chapter 7 we read of that large group of Jews who will acknowledge Jesus as Saviour and begin to evangelise the world.   During this time of uncertainty, many across the world will be interested and reflective and will be ‘ripe for harvest’.

Identity of the 144,000

There are many false groups who claim that they will be the identity of the 144,000:

· Jehovah’s Witnesses – only the ‘faithful overcomers’ of their sect, God’s co-rulers.

· Seventh Day Adventists – the faithful of their numbers who are observers of the Jewish Sabbath at the Lord’s return.

However we can be clear as to the identity of these 144,000 because of the Scripture found in verse 4:

They are from the House of Israel, 12,000 from each of the tribes making the total of 144,000.  There is not a Gentile among them.

The Seal of God

These 144,000 will be sealed with a mark on their foreheads (vs 3) – probably a visible mark.

At this time Antichrist will also enforce that people receive the ‘mark of the Beast’ (Rev 13.14-18) without which no one can buy or sell (see Third Seal)

The 144,000 Jewish servants will evangelise the world (vs 9)  [see notes below ‘Pentecost Revisited’]

Great persecution  arise for the 144,000 and for those who have believed on the Lord and not received the ‘mark of the Beast’.  Many of these will be put to death to become the martyred Tribulation saints (Fifth Seal).

It is interesting to note verses 2&3 where it says the angels are not permitted to harm the earth until all the servants are sealed (Sixth Seal)

Pentecost Revisited

The Holy Spirit will not be removed from the earth at the Rapture.  He will still be here to convict of sin those who will believe and to give anointing to the ministry of the 144,000.

One great Scripture foretelling of the Holy Spirit’s ministry can be found in Joel 2.28-32   - [Joel 2 & 3 deal with end time events]

On the Day of Pentecost Peter stood up and said that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was a fulfilment of this Scripture and in part it was.  However the primary teaching of these verses concerns the work of God during the Tribulation.

“and afterward..” (vs 28) – a reference to the Tribulation.

Note the references to the signs and wonders in the heavens and earth (vs 30-31) which correlate with the Sixth Seal.

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost resulted in large numbers of people being saved.  During the Tribulation period, as a result of the Holy Spirit’s ministry working with the 144,000, there will be a large multitude of people saved.

The main purpose of the Tribulation is to compress into 7 years conditions that will bring every person to make a conscious decision – either Jesus Christ or AntiChrist. Joel 3.14 calls this the ‘Valley of Decision’.  God’s ultimate aim is to save people.







