Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 3

Rapture & Throne Room

Revelation 4 & 5

These two chapters deal with John’s vision of Heaven’s Throne Room and I believe this shows us that the church will be raptured at this stage in the end time events, ie before the Tribulation which begins and is detailed in chapters 6-18.  

The Rapture

There are several viewpoints as to when the rapture takes place. Although it is not specifically mentioned in Revelation I shall teach what I believe and provide scriptural evidence as to why I believe in the Pre-Tribulation Rapture
Revelation 4. 1-2

1. “After These Things…”  - The first words of this chapter, they are referring to the previous two chapters which outline the messages to the seven churches or as we saw which cover the ‘church age’.  The rapture will signify the end of the church age and will occur just before the Tribulation begins

2. The Church is not mentioned anywhere in the writings of the events of the Tribulation (Revelation 6-18).  This is because it is not on earth during this time.  The Tribulation saints are those that come to Christ after the Rapture has taken place.

3. Kept From The Hour of Trial – Revelation 3.10 tells us that the faithful ones in the church are promised ‘to be kept from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world’.  This is not speaking about localised persecutions or tribulations such as in China or Russia but a worldwide Tribulation.

4. The use of OT symbols and language – [altar, elders, censers, cherubim, seals, trumpets, plagues] these indicate that the text is speaking of Israel and not the Church.  The Church age, which comes to an end at the rapture, is known as ‘The Time of the Gentiles’ (Luke 21.24 ) whereas the Tribulation is known as ‘Daniel’s Seventieth Week’ (Daniel 9.25-27) which is determined by God for His dealings with Israel.

5. Similarities in texts – there is a lot of similarity in these two verses (Rev 4.1-2) with other scriptures that teach on the Rapture  (see Appendix)

6. Multitude around the throne – (Rev 5.8-13) this large multitude, which numbers well in excess of 100 million, gather around the throne and sing Redemptions Song (see also Daniel 7.9-10).  Angelic beings do not know what it is to be saved, these are the raptured church, you and me (Matthew 22.30).

7. Timescale.  According to Mark 13.32, ‘of that day and hour no one knows’.  Mid-Trib and Post-Trib viewpoints would nullify this scripture.  If we could pinpoint a particular event in the tribulation it would help us know when the rapture would take place.  The length of the tribulation period is only seven years.

8. Provision for Future Living – if there were no rapture before the Tribulation, we could expect to find some teaching, either from Jesus or from the Apostles, on how to live life and survive the Tribulation period.  The absence of such teaching shows us that we are not here during that time.

Judgement Seat of Christ

Revelation 4. 1-2

When John is caught up to heaven the first thing that he sees is a vision of the throne room and a throne set in its midst.  This throne is where Christians will be judged, not for their sins (these were dealt with when we ‘got saved’) but for the deeds done in the name of Jesus.  This is where the church is rewarded in preparation for the Marriage of the Lamb.  Let’s look at some of the scriptures concerning this:

2 Corinthians 5.10

We must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ – there isn’t one of us that will escape this

That each one may receive the things – our reward for the deeds that we have done in the Body of Christ, in His name.

Good or bad – not bad as in sinful or evil but rather (the word is literally translated as) worthless. 

This would include:

· deeds done out of impure motive  (e.g to make us look good rather than actually help)

· deeds done in our own strength rather than what God has told us

· deeds done in ignorance – ignorance is no excuse.

1 Corinthians 3.10-15

This judgement seat will declare and reveal how we have lived for God.  

What we have built on the foundation will be tested by fire – that which lasts will be rewarded. That which is burned and consumed will suffer loss of reward although he  himself will be saved.

Romans 14.10-12

We have no business judging one another or pulling one another down for what they believe (see verses 1-6).  Each of us will stand before the judgement seat of Christ and if a brother is wrong then that will be revealed on that Day.

Each one of us will answer for ourselves and give an account to God.  No one will stand with us and we will not be able to use somebody else as an excuse or reason if our works are burned up.

Revelation 4. 4-5

Let’s go back and look at the Throne Room as John saw it in Revelation.

It appears from the phrases used in this chapter that the Throne is a fixed point in heaven (probably at the centre).  The Bible uses the following phrases:

Vs 2.  ‘a throne set in heaven’

Vs 3&4. ‘around the throne’

Vs 5.  ‘from the throne’

Vs 6.  ‘before the throne’

The Twenty Four Elders -  These elders are redeemed men and are representative of the entire church. 12 representing the OT patriarchs and 12 representing the NT saints.  They are not representative in a symbolic way but that of a deputation (as an ambassador or Member of Parliament would be).  This type of deputation can be seen in 1 Chronicles 24 where King David divided the priesthood into 24 groups or divisions and appointed leaders over them, when they got together they represented the entire priesthood.

Verse 4 tells us three things about these elders:

They were seated on thrones – thrones are the seat of rule and reigning.  Those who are faithful will be appointed positions of rule (Matthew 25.21-23; Rev 20.4)

They were clothed in white robes – these are the robes of righteousness they received for their righteous acts.  These white garments were promised to those who walked worthy before God (Rev 3.4-5)

They had crowns of gold on their heads – these crowns were victor’s crowns promised to the faithful overcomers (Rev 2.10; Rev 3.11)

In verse 5 we read that from the throne came forth lightnings, thunderings and voices.  Lightning and thunder have been associated with judgement.  

These four verses could be taken to be a reference to the Judgement Seat of Christ.

When Jesus returns to the earth with His saints, they already have their robes and the marriage of the Lamb has already taken place (Rev 19.7-14)







