Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 2

Seven Churches

Revelation 2. 1-7

Seven Basic Divisions of Church History – a study of Church History reveals that the church has gone through seven periods or stages:

· Ephesus – (Backslidden Church) – Apostolic Church (AD 30-100)

· Smyrna – (Persecuted Church) – Persecuted Church (AD 100-313)

· Pergamos – (Licentious Church) – State Church (AD 313-590)

· Thyatira – (Lax Church) – Papal Church (AD 590-1517)

· Sardis – (Dead Church) – Reformed Church (AD 1517-1790)

· Philadelphia – (Favoured Church) – Missionary Church (AD 1730-1900)

· Laodicea – (Lukewarm Church) – Apostate Church (AD 1900- present) *(Understanding Revelation, Gary Cohen, 1978 Moody Pr)
In these messages to the seven churches of Asia, we see four things they received from Jesus – Commendation, Condemnation, Counsel and Challenge.

Ephesus – (Backslidden Church) – Apostolic Church (AD 30-100)

Revelation 2.1-7

Commendation:  (I know your...)

· Good Works, Labour, Patience

· Hated Nicolaitians

Condemnation:

· You have left your first love

Counsel:

· Remember where you have come from

· Repent

Challenge: (To him who overcomes…)

· Will give to eat of the tree of life

Smyrna – (Pesecuted Church) – Persecuted Church (AD 100-313)

Revelation 2.8-11

Commendation:  (I know your…)

· Works, Tribulation, Poverty

Condemnation:

None

Counsel:

· Fear Not

· Be Faithful

Challenge:  (To him who overcomes…)

· Will not be hurt by the second death

Pergamos – (Licentious Church) – State Church (AD 313-590)

Revelation 2.12-17

Commendation:  (I know your...)

· Works

· Hold Fast To My Name

· Did Not Deny My Faith

Condemnation:

· Have and Follow False Teachings of Balaam and Nicolaitians

Counsel:

· Repent

Challenge: (To him who overcomes…)

· Will Give Hidden Manna and White Stone

Thyatira – (Lax Church) – Papal Church (AD 590-1517)

Revelation 2.18-29

Commendation:  (I know your...)

· Good Works

· Love, Service, Faith, Patience

Condemnation:

· Allowed Jezebel to Teach Idolatry and Compromise their Faith

Counsel:

· Hold fast what you have till I come

Challenge: (To him who overcomes…)

· Will give power over the nations

Sardis – (Dead Church) – Reformed Church (AD 1517-1790)

Revelation 3.1-6

Commendation:  (I know your...)

· Works

· You have a name that you are alive

Condemnation:

· You are Dead

· Works not complete

Counsel:

· Be watchful

· Strengthen the things that remain

· Remember how you have received

· Hold Fast and repent

Challenge: (To him who overcomes…)

· Clothed in white garments

· Not blot his name from the Book of Life

Philadelphia – (Favoured Church) – Missionary Church (AD 1730-1900)

Revelation 3.7-13

Commendation:  

· Works

· Little strength

· Kept My word

· Not denied My name

Condemnation:

None

Counsel:

· Hold fast what you have

Challenge: (To him who overcomes…)

· Will make him a pillar in the house of God

· Write on him the name of God and the city of God

· Write on him My name

Laodicea – (Lukewarm Church) – Apostate Church (AD 1900-present)

Revelation 3.14-22

Commendation:  

None

Condemnation:

· You are lukewarm

· Wretched, miserable, poor, blind, naked

Counsel:

· Buy gold refined in the fire and white garments

· Anoint your eyes with eye salve

· Be zealous and repent

Challenge: (To him who overcomes…)

· Will grant to sit with Me on my throne







