Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 18

Seven New Things

Revelation 21-22

We have finally arrived at the end of our studies in the Book of Revelation.  This last lesson reveals seven new things about the eternal future that God has prepared for us.  

1. New Heaven – Revelation 21.1

This first verse tells us that the first heaven will pass away.  When we see the word heaven we need to keep in mind that there are three heavens:

· The atmospheric heavens that covers the earth

· The stellar heavens which contain the galaxies that we can see on a clear starry night

· The Heaven of heavens, or the third heaven – the place where God’s throne is.

What will be destroyed is the first heaven, the atmosphere around the earth.  The reason for this is because it is contaminated by evil.  The atmosphere is the place where satan dwelt (see Ephesians 2.2; Ephesians 6.12).

God will then create a new heaven to surround a new earth.

2. New Earth – Revelation 21.1-8

We have seen in previous studies that much of the earth has already been partially destroyed because of the judgements of the wrath of God.  The existing earth will be destroyed for the same reason that the heavens are to be destroyed.  

The Book of Revelation does not tell us how these will things happen but it does say in Revelation 20.11 that they fled away from His face.  The Great White Throne Judgement will take place while the earth is destroyed.  We will see later that the saints of God are not left on earth during this time

2 Peter 3.7-13 tells us that it will be destroyed by fire.  Fire purges and cleanses and that is what will happen, the existing earth will be renovated by fire.

This new earth will be unlike anything that we know.  .  The earth will be like what it was originally created as, in an Edenic state.  Verses 4-8 give us more insight into life in this new earth.  

The following are just a few brief comments about life in those days.

· The atmosphere of the New Earth will afford no lurking place for disease germs, for there shall be no more sickness or death. 

· The heavens shall not robe themselves in angry tempests and sombre blackness, nor flash with thunderbolts, nor cast plagues of hail on the earth, nor cause devouring floods of water or destructive wind storms. 

· The earth shall also put on its Edenic beauty and glory. 

· There shall no longer be thorns and thistles, no parasites or destructive insects, and labour shall be a delight. 

· No serpents shall hiss among its flowers, nor savage beasts lie in ambush to destroy and devour

· There will be no more sin, no temptation, no thoughts of evil, no cross words or manifestations of anger.

· Men will live in total harmony with others, no strife, no envy, no jealousies

Two-thirds of the present earth is covered by sea, but the Bible says ‘there was no more sea’ – this does not mean that there will be no more water, for there are rivers that must flow into seas.  What it means is that there will be no more large oceans covering wasted land masses.

When believers talk about eternal life in Heaven, they probably mean life on the new earth.  We will go up to the third heaven where we stand before the Judgement Seat of Christ, receive our rewards, the Marriage of the Lamb and Supper – but then we will return to earth and this will become our new heavenly home (after it’s been renovated by fire).

Something else the Bible says about the new earth (verse 3) is that God will move His home here, He will come and dwell with us.

Revelation 21.5-6

“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End..”

The work of Christ is complete, Acts 3.21 talks about the ‘times of restitution of all things’.  

It is finished was the cry from the cross, when God’s plan of salvation had been effected – now the cry from Heaven is ‘It is done’, everything has been made new.  God is a God of New things.

3. New City, the New Jerusalem – Revelation 21.2, 9-23

“Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (v9) – the church, we were the bride we are now the wife.

John does not see a woman but he sees the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of Heaven from God.   What makes a city a city? What makes a church a church?  - PEOPLE.  

What John sees is the church coming down out of Heaven to take up her place in the new earth, this clarifies the statement that the church is not left on earth during the Great White Throne judgement, while the earth is being renovated with fire.  This city is what Jesus spoke of in John 14. 2-3, “in My Father’s house are many mansions.. I go to prepare a place for you…”

We could spend many weeks just looking at this chapter and what each of the stones mean etc.

It is a place designed and built by God, it is glorious, ‘having the glory of God’ (v11).

The wall of the city goes all the way around, there are twelve gates in it, 3 on each side (the city is laid out as a square - v16).  

Each gate has an angel posted to it and the name of one of the tribes of Israel written on it.  The gates are made of pearl, each gate was of one pearl (v21).  These gates are always open and never closed (v25)

The wall has twelve foundations, on each one is written the name of one of the twelve apostles.  The foundations of the wall are adorned with all kinds of precious stones (v19-20):

· Jasper – a crystal/glass like with a hint of gold colour

· Sapphire – blue stone with the hardness of diamond

· Chalcedony – an agate stone thought to be sky-blue

· Emerald – green stone

· Sardonyx – a red and white coloured stone

· Sardius – common jewel of reddish colour

· Chrysolite – a transparent stone of golden colour, not the modern pale-green stone of the same name

· Beryl – sea-green stone

· Topaz – yellow-green and transparent

· Chrysoprase – green in colour, maybe that of the modern pale green Chrysolite

· Jacinth – violet in colour

· Amethyst – purple

It’s length, breadth and height are equal – one mistake we can often make is thinking that it is cuboid, however there is another geometrical shape that satisfies length, breadth and height as equal – Pyramid.    This will help us understand verse 17, where it says that the measurements of the wall are 144 cubits (216ft), this is a reference to the height of the wall.

The appearance of the city is transparent – the wall is made of Jasper, like that of crystal (v11, 18), the city itself, that is it’s buildings and mansions are of pure gold, as clear as glass (v18).  The streets are pure gold like transparent glass (v21).

There is no Temple to worship in for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb of God are the Temple

The city has no need of the sun or moon because it is illuminated by the Glory of God and the Lamb is the light.

4. New Nations – Revelation 21. 24-27

God’s first words to Adam were: “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it” (Genesis 1.28)

After the flood, which wiped out the whole of humanity except the eight in the Ark, God spoke to Noah and said: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth” (Genesis 9.1)

There is no reason to doubt that the same will apply in the New Earth.  The only difference will be that those born will not be born with a sin nature.  This is why the chapter ends with the statement that nothing unclean will enter the city.

These new nations will live in the light of the city and bring their glory and honour into the Holy City, that’s one of the reasons why its gates are never shut.

5. New River – Revelation 22.1

From the throne of God proceeds a river of water, its waters are the purest, better than any spring water, they are clear as crystal unlike any river of earth.  Most rivers flow from a spring up in the mountains, and this river will flow from the Throne of God, situated somewhere high up in this pyramid city

This river is called the River of the Water of Life.  We have a great vision of that river in Ezekiel 47.1-12.  

Four rivers flowed through Eden, for the purpose of watering the garden and giving life to the vegetation.  This river flows from the throne of God for the purpose of watering the earth.  Everywhere the river flows it brings life.

6. New Tree of Life – Revelation 22.2

The streets of the city are to be lined with trees, as are also the banks of the River of Water of Life.  These trees are beautiful fruit trees, known as the ‘Tree Of Life’.   These trees bear twelve kinds of fruit, a different kind each month. The fruit of these trees are for overcomers only  (Revelation 2.7)

The leaves of the trees are for the healing of the nations that shall occupy the new earth. (Ezekiel 47.12)

Not that there will be any sickness, but to preserve them in health, as Adam would have been preserved in health if he had eaten of the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden.  Genesis 3.22-24

7. New Throne – Revelation 22.3

This verse tells us that there will be no more curse.  The curse was partially lifted during the Millennial Reign but then it will be completely lifted.  For the first time since Adam’s sin the earth can function as it was created to.  As proof that the earth is uncursed, God will move His throne here.  From this new  throne flows the River of Water of Life.

There will be no Temple in this city, for God Himself will be the Temple (Revelation 21.22).  Man will have no need of a place to worship in when the object of our worship will be there in person.







