Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 16

The Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ

Revelation 20. 1-8

We have already studied the first four of the Seven Dooms, but as the last three of them do not take place until after the Millennial Reign (1000 year reign) of Jesus Christ, and that in the chronology of the book of Revelation the Millennial Reign comes next, it seems appropriate that we study this event now. 

Satan Bound for 1000 years  - Revelation 20. 1-3

After thousands of years of temptation, persecution, acts of wickedness and seven years of tribulation, this chapter introduces us to a period of time in which peace, righteousness and justice will rule.  This time period will be what the world has always longed for but has never been able to find or achieve.  This time period will be 1000 years long and is known as the Millennial Reign of Christ.   In order for these 1000 years to be what they are intended to be – peace, righteousness and justice – it necessitates that the devil isn’t around.  As long as he is around then the world will have trouble, so he will be bound and banished to the bottomless pit during this time.

Vs 1. After the Beast (antichrist) and the False Prophet are captured and thrown alive into the lake of fire, John sees an angel coming down out of heaven.  The angel is holding the key to the bottomless pit (this is not the lake of fire), he also has a large chain in his hand.

Vs 2. The angel captures the devil and binds him with the chain for the 1000 years.  This is not something that he will be able to wriggle out of or escape from.  This will prevent him from being active.

Vs 3.  The angel then casts him into the bottomless pit and shuts it up with the key and places a seal on it so that he cannot deceive the world.   Seals were used to permanently secure places – Daniel 6.17, we use seals to secure the containers of books that are sent overseas. 

After the 1000 years are up, he will be released on the world for a very short time.  Then he will receive his doom.

The First Resurrection   - Revelation 20. 4-6

The word resurrection occurs over 40 times in the New Testament.  There is one important thing that we need to understand about the resurrection.   Just as the Second-Coming of Christ is in two phases -  (1) Rapture and (2) Glorious Appearing; so the resurrection is in three phases – (1) Resurrection of the Church at the Rapture, (2) The Old Testament saints seven years later, and (3) then the Tribulation saints.

1. Resurrection of the Church – this occurs at the Rapture and can only include the Church.  The Scriptures teach that the rapture is for the ‘dead in Christ’ who have ‘fallen asleep in Jesus’  (1 Thessalonians 4.14-16) and for those church saints still alive at His coming.  The rapture will not be for the Old Testament saints, nor for the Tribulation saints (the rapture happens before the Tribulation).

2. Old Testament Saints -  A Bible prophecy professor, Dr John Walvoord, notes that the Old Testament saints are resurrected after the Tribulation and he quotes Daniel 12.1-2 saying the time of Israel’s deliverance is at this time.

Comparing Revelation 19.7-9 with Psalm 50.1-6 suggests that the Old Testament saints are resurrected at the end of the Tribulation and before the Glorious Appearing so that they can be ‘the invited guests’ at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

3. Tribulation Saints – Obviously these are not Old Testaments saints, neither are they the Church.  Had they been part of the Church they would have been raised at the Rapture.

Comparing Revelation 6.9-11 with Revelation 20.4 we see those who have been killed for their testimony are told to rest a little while longer until the days are completed.  This ties in with verse 4 which states that John sees thrones and upon them those who had the authority to judge (Church).  He also sees those who had been beheaded come to life and reign with Christ for 1000 years.

From this we can deduce that the Tribulation Saints are resurrected at the Glorious Appearing.   I would expect that they would be alive to see the overthrow of the Beast and False Prophet and to see satan bound.

Verse 5 says “But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished” – this is referring to the wicked dead, who will be resurrected after the 1000 year reign to stand before the Great white Throne Judgement and receive their doom.  They are not part of the first resurrection.

Those who do have a part in the first resurrection are blessed and holy (vs6) – the second death has no power over them.
Millennial Reign  -  Revelation 20.1-6

I am not going to spend any time talking about the various viewpoints of the timing of the Millennial Reign, but I will just say what they are:

Premillennialism –  Jesus will return to earth before the Millennial Reign and establish a kingdom of peace - the viewpoint that we hold to and teach.

Amillennialism – a viewpoint that says the Millennial Reign will not be literal but spiritual.

Postmillennialism – a viewpoint that teaches that the world will just get better and better until it is basically ‘Christian’ and then Jesus will return to a peaceful kingdom

Not a lot is said in these verses about the Millennial Reign of Christ. 

· Six times it states in verses 1-7 that this reign is for 1000 years.  

· We also know that during this time satan will not be around to deceive and tempt the nations. 

· This is also a time where the Church rules and reigns with Christ – so logically there must still be some that are alive that have not repented of their sin.  

However there are other Scriptures in the Bible that give us more insight into this reign (or Kingdom) of peace.

Daniel 2.34-45 – tell us that this Kingdom is set up by God Himself and it will never be destroyed, crushing all other kingdoms of man.

Psalm 2.7-9 – tells how God’s kingdom is absolute and stretches to the uttermost parts of the earth.

Ezekiel 40-48 – Ezekiel takes 9 chapters to describe conditions during the Millennial Reign, in particular the spiritual aspect i.e worship.  The sacrificial systems will be re-established for the nation Israel but will only serve as a reminder of what they were saved from – these sacrifices will be to Israel what the Communion Table is to the Church.

Zechariah 14.8, 16-21 – In this prophecy we read of the living water that flows from Jerusalem bring life.  It also states that this time will be a time of Holiness, the laws will be that of the standard of God.

Isaiah 65.17-25 – tells us that it will a time of restoration – God will create new heavens and new earth, that which was destroyed during the bowl judgements will be recreated.  It will be a time of great rejoicing with no more weeping (vs18-19).  It will be a time of peace (vs21-23) There will be no death except for those who do not know the Lord, babies born will not live longer than their 100th year (vs20) unless they turn to the Lord and receive Him.  God will speedily answer the prayers before we’ve even finished the prayer (vs24).  The curse will be lifted, the animals will live in harmony ‘the wolf and the lamb shall feed together’ (vs25).  The only exception seems to be for the serpent, who will remain on his belly eating dust.

Satan Loosed  -  Revelation 20.7-8

When the thousand years are over satan will be loosed from the bottomless pit and will go out to the four corners of the earth, through the nations to deceive them.   From what we have seen in Isaiah 65 it is likely that those who will be deceived and follow satan will be those born in the last 100 years of the Millennial Reign.

Even after 1000 years of peace, righteousness and blessing – there will still be some that gather together to battle against the Lord and the saints after satan is loosed.   But this battle will be over before it’s begun – fire comes out of heaven and devours them all.







