Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 14

The Glorious Appearing of Jesus Christ

Revelation 19. 1-16

We begin in this lesson looking at the third part of Revelation – the post-Tribulation events.

1. Pre-Tribulation – those events (Vision of Jesus, Messages to the Seven Churches) leading up to and including the Rapture – Revelation 1-5

2. Tribulation – those events that take place during the Tribulation – Revelation 6-18

3. Post-Tribulation – those events that occur after the Tribulation, commencing with the Glorious Appearing of Jesus Christ

We take a very short break at this point in our studies of the Seven Dooms to begin to study the events surrounding the Glorious Appearing of Jesus Christ.  The next two dooms follow as a result of this glorious event. 

1. Hallelujah Chorus – Revelation 19. 1-6
Surprisingly, the word Hallelujah only appears four times in the Bible – all of them in this chapter (vss 1,3,4 and 6)

‘Hallelujah’ actually is derived from two Hebrew words: halal which means ‘praise’ and yah which means ‘God, or the LORD’.  In the Scriptures the two words often appear compounded together (mainly in the Psalms) but are translated as ‘praise God’ or ‘praise the Lord’

There are several reasons that prompt this great chorus of praise in Heaven:

· God is the ultimate ruler – salvation, glory, honour and power belong to Him.

· God’s judgement is finally settled on the earth

· The destruction of the harlot and Babylon

· The blood of the saints has finally been avenged

· Lord God Omnipotent (Almighty, all powerful) reigns – they praise God in anticipation of the Millennial Reign which is about to begin.

2. Marriage of the Lamb and the Marriage Supper – Revelation 19. 7-11
This great Hallelujah chorus announces the commencement of one of the greatest celebrations that Christians will ever be part of – the Marriage of the Lamb and the subsequent Marriage Supper.

Jesus often spoke about this event, telling parables and stories to illustrate it, eg Five Wise and Five Foolish Virgins, Parable of the Wedding Feast.

The Bridegroom at this wedding is the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus, Son of God.

The Bride is the Church – Paul’s teaching in Ephesians 5.22-33 parallels the husband and wife to Christ and the Church 

The Marriage Supper must take place in Heaven for we read that following this the Lord comes from Heaven and the armies of Heaven (which include the Church) follow Him (v14)

The Bride is ready, adorned in fine linen, clean and bright – this apparel is designated as the ‘righteous acts of the saints’.  Paul states in Ephesians 5.27 that the Church will be presented as a “glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish”.

After the Marriage comes the Marriage Supper.  John hears the one speaking to him say; “Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb” – this word ‘called’ has the implications of being summoned or invited.  As a bride is not ‘invited’ to a wedding, this begs the question as to who is invited to this great supper.

These ‘guests’ cannot include the Church (she is the Bride).

John the Baptist indicated in John 3.29 that he was a friend of the Bridegroom.  John the Baptist was the last of the Old Testament prophets and saints.  Could it be that all these saints who were before the death and resurrection of Jesus, who are not part of the Redeemed Church (the Bride) but are ‘friends’ – (Israel).

These guests are not inferior to the Church, for they also have promises from God that the Church are not partakers of.

3. The Glorious Appearing – Revelation 19. 11-16

Next John describes the event that the whole of creation has been eagerly waiting for – the Glorious Appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  One teacher of Biblical prophecy calls this the 1000 year Honeymoon.

Although not evident in these verses in Revelation 19, there are certain events that must take place just prior to or at the Glorious Appearing which are recorded elsewhere in Scripture:

· Sign of the Son of Man – Matthew 24.30

· Gathering of the Elect – Matthew 24.31

· Christ stands on the Mount of Olives splitting it in two – Zechariah 14.3-5

· Healing Waters flow into the Dead Sea – Zechariah 14.8;  Ezekiel 47

· Christ’s coming from Edom with dyed garments of Bozrah – Isaiah 63.1-6

Jesus Comes As Victor

At His coming the Lord rides on a white horse – a symbol of victory.  We must not confuse this verse with that of Revelation 6.2  where the rider on that white horse is antichrist. Antichrist came to deceive the nations – Jesus comes as ‘Faithful and True’

“In righteousness He judges and makes war” – In righteousness and with justice Jesus judges those who have rejected Him and He makes war with satan and all those who stand with him.  His judgements will be based on truth and not deception.

“On His head are many crowns” – He comes as Supreme King, all other kings, presidents and rulers will bow the knee to Him.  He is KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (v14).

These verses in Revelation 19 describe the threefold nature of the Lord’s coming: He is Judge, Warrior and King.

Verse 15 says that He judges with a sharp sword that goes out of His mouth – the Word of God.

He treads the ‘winepress of the wrath of God’ – (see Isaiah 63.1-6)

The armies of Heaven follow Jesus, they too are riding white horses (for victory) – these armies are made up of angelic beings, Old Testament saints, the Church and the Tribulation saints.  These armies are clothed in white fine linen, but their clean garments will not be spoiled with battle scars or blood, for they will not need to fight in the ‘Battle of that Great Day of God Almighty’ (also known as the ‘Battle of Armageddon’).  The Lord Himself will strike the nations with His Word that proceeds from His mouth.  The same Word that created all things will now bring all His enemies to an end.







