Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 13

The Seven Dooms – Part 1

Revelation 17-18

We begin the next section of Revelation, which will just about bring our studies in this awesome book to a close – The Seven Dooms.

The Seven Dooms are:

1. Mystery, Babylon doomed

2. Babylon the Great doomed

3. The Beast and the False Prophet doomed

4. The anti-Christian nations doomed

5. Gog & Magog doomed

6. Satan doomed

7. Wicked dead doomed – Great White Throne Judgement

In between these dooms we will also study the events such as the Marriage of the Lamb, Glorious Appearing of Jesus and Millennial Reign of Christ.

1. Mystery, Babylon – (Ecclesiastical / Religious Babylon)  (Revelation 17)
Chapters 17-18 are like that of chapters 12-13 in that they provide a parenthetical prophetic viewpoint of what happens during the Tribulation.  As Babylon is the location of these two chapters, the events of chapter 17-18 must take place prior to the Seventh Bowl Judgement as Revelation 16.19 says that the great earthquake destroys Babylon.  

In ancient days satan established Babylon as the centre from which he rules.  Out of Babylon came an evil system that has infiltrated every corner of the globe. The monetary systems, credit and banking systems, and the systems by which the world operates, all came out of Babylon.

Something else to come out of Babylon was false religion – that which did not originate from God.  It is this that we are going to study in this lesson.

In this chapter John sees two visions: 

1. A Vision of a Woman

2. A  Vision of a Beast

The Vision of the Woman

The Scripture gives us ten details about this woman:

1. The great harlot / prostitute [vs1]

2. Who sits on many waters [vs1]

3. With whom the kings of the earth committed fornication [vs2]

4. The inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication [vs2]

5. A woman [in the desert] sitting on a scarlet beast [vs3]
6. Arrayed in purple and scarlet [vs4]

7. Adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls [vs4]

8. Having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication.  [vs4]

9. On her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  [vs5]
10. Drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus [vs6]

The Vision of the Beast

The Scripture gives us five details about this beast:

1. Full of names of blasphemy [vs3]

2. Having seven heads [vs3]

3. And ten horns  [vs3]

4. Carries [the harlot]  [vs7]

5. Will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition  [vs8]

The Interpretation of the Visions

The Beast Explained

1. (vs9-10) 

The seven heads are seven mountains – a reference to seven leaders or kings.  

Five have fallen – five kings or emperors of the Roman Empire;

One is – the emperor Domitian, who had exiled John to the Isle of Patmos;

The other has not yet come – this refers to antichrist. When he is revealed his time will be short.

2. (vs11)

The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth – this shows us that antichrist is the seventh head/king. He is killed and then raised to life in the middle of the Tribulation, and is indwelt by satan himself who is the eighth head.  He will go to perdition [eternal death/damnation]

3. (vs12-13)

The ten horns – these are the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the great image (Daniel 2.31-45). These ten kings will make up the cabinet of antichrist’s government.  They will rule for a very short period, maybe as heads of nations after existing governments have been deposed.  They will pledge complete allegiance to antichrist during the last half of the Tribulation.

4. (vs14)

The end of the beast – the angel explains to John that they will make war with the Lamb but will be defeated.  This will take place in the ‘Valley of Megiddo’ at the end of the Tribulation when Jesus returns.

5. Full of names of blasphemy – we have already seen that the beast is full of blasphemous names (chapter 13) – He utters blasphemies to blaspheme God and to slander His name (Rev 13.5-6)

The Prostitute Explained

1. (vs15)

The peoples the prostitute sits on – she sits on man waters.  We have seen previously that the seas/waters often refer to multitudes of people.  This woman sits on the peoples of the world – all humanity. She dominates them.

2. (vs18)

The woman is that great city – this woman is described as a great city, she represents false religion – a system by which satan himself receives worship from the peoples of the world.

“The Bride of Christ” which is the Church is described in Rev 21.2 as ‘the Holy City, the New Jerusalem’. Whenever God’s people went into idolatry and worshipped or served foreign gods, it was said of them that they had committed fornication, adultery, harlotry or prostitution.

The end time religion, set up by antichrist and the false prophet, will cause men to commit fornication by following this religious system and worshipping not just an idol (image of the beast) but the devil himself.

Under the guise of this religion, the false prophet will cause men to receive the mark of the beast. Those who don’t will be executed – the harlot will be drunk with the blood of the saints, she is responsible for their death.

3. (vs18)

Reigns over the kings of the earth – In the early part of the vision we see the harlot riding on the beast.  She will exercise great power and authority over the kingdoms of the earth and the governmental system.

The harlot is destroyed by the ten kings (vs16). This is done in two parts, one occurs during the first part of the Tribulation when this religious system incurs the wrath of the ten kings, they see her using the antichrist to further her religious aims and so they plot to kill her.  With the religious system gone, the way is opened up for all nations to worship the beast.

The second occurs as the deadly wound that killed antichrist is healed by satan himself when he counterfeits the resurrection. The false prophet does away with all religion except the worship of satan which he will promote and enforce. This happens in the middle of the Tribulation as we saw in Chapter 13.

2. Babylon the Great – (Commercial Babylon)  (Revelation 18)
We saw in chapter 17 that the Religious and Ecclesiastical Babylon will be destroyed near to the middle of the Tribulation.  However the events of chapter 18, which detail the destruction of the Commercial and Governmental systems of Babylon take place at the end of the Tribulation.

Although at first it may appear that they are the same, we can see that they are two separate yet distinct Babylon’s, for the following reasons:

1. ‘After this..’ (18.1).  This expression denotes that the events of this chapter (Rev 18) do not take place until the events of chapter 17 have been concluded.

2. ‘I saw another angel..’ (18.1).  The events in Ch.17 were introduced by ‘one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls’ (17.1).  The angel of chapter 18 is obviously not the same one that John saw in chapter 17.

3. The names of different.  The name of Babylon in this chapter is ‘Babylon the Great’ (18.2), whereas in Revelation 17.5, the name is ‘MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATION OF THE EARTH’

4. Babylon the harlot will be destroyed by the kings of the earth.  Babylon the Great will be destroyed by the cataclysmic bowl judgements of God’s wrath.

5. The kings of the earth rejoiced when the Babylon of Ch 17 is destroyed.  When the Babylon of Ch 18 is destroyed they weep for her.

Verses 9-17 reveal and outline the destruction of a city whose total dependence on gold, silver, material goods and works was her demise.

A voice is heard coming from heaven saying, “Come out of her, My people, lest you share in her sins and lest you receive of her plagues”  (vs 4)

Out of Babylon came an evil system that has infiltrated every corner of the globe. The monetary systems, credit and banking systems, and the systems by which the world operates, all came out of Babylon.   God urges His people to come out of the Babylonic system – trust in anything other than God; silver & gold, wealth & riches, credit & benefits and works.  It is this system that has deceived the nations of the earth (v23).  Paul writes to Timothy that our trust should not be in these uncertain riches but wholly in the Lord  (1 Timothy 6.17).

What satan has spent thousands of years establishing will be brought to nothing in just a very short time, an hour (vss 10, 19).

In verses 21-23 we read that a mighty angel took up a large stone, like that of a millstone, and threw it into the sea.   This signifies that the destruction of the city will be permanent:

· Music will no longer be heard in it

· No craftsman will ever create anything there again

· The millstone and other trades will never work again in it

· There will be no more merriment and joy there such as at weddings

The destruction of this city will bring to an end the most harmful religious and commercial system that the earth has ever known.







