Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 12

The Seven Bowl Judgements 

Revelation 15-16

Introduction

Chapter 15 is the shortest in Revelation, just 8 verses, yet is important for the following reasons:

· It brings to a conclusion the events revealed since Ch 10, which concerns visions in heaven or conditions on earth up to the mid-point of the Tribulation.

· It introduces the second-half of the Tribulation (aka The Great Tribulation) where the seven angels pour out the bowls of the wrath of God.

Verse 1 begins with the words “Then I saw another sign” – this is the greatest and most marvellous of the three signs.  

· The first was the sign of the sun-clothed woman (Rev 12.1) which we concluded was a revelation of Israel.

· The second sign was that of the dragon, who is a revelation of satan

· This third sign is that of seven angels coming from the Temple, holding seven bowls of plagues. This is a revelation of the wrath of God (vs6-7)

We read in verse 1 that the “wrath of God is complete” in these plagues.  That means after these plagues are done (which last 3½ years) God’s wrath will be completed, the Second-Coming will take place and the Millennial reign will begin.

In verse 2 John sees something that looks like a ‘sea of glass mingled with fire’ – this is probably the same sea that was mentioned in Revelation 4.6.  On this sea stand a group of people who are noted as having, “victory over the beast, over his image, and over his mark and over the number of his name”.  These are Tribulation saints that have been martyred for their faith.  

How can those who have been killed be called victorious?   Man views death as a defeat, but for the Christian it is victory. According to 1 Corinthians 15.55-57 death is not the victor.  God gives us the victory in death.  The Tribulation saints don’t have victory because they defeated the beast but because they stood up to him, didn’t take the mark and were martyred.

These Tribulation saints have harps and sing the Song of Moses and the song of the Lamb.  The song of Moses is recorded in Exodus 15.1-18.

Their song was a song of victory; a song of redemption sung to Jesus the Lamb.  It attributes to Jesus all the characteristics of God:

1. Creation – Great and marvellous are your works

2. Justice – Just and true are your ways

3. Eternal – King of the saints (some ancient manuscripts read ‘ages’, while other translations read ‘nations’)

4. Object of Worship – Who shall not fear You and glorify Your name; All nations shall come and worship before You

5. Holiness – For You alone are holy

6. Omnipotence – Your judgements (righteous deeds) have been manifested

This just serves to remind us that Jesus is God.  The Book of Revelation reveals to us who Jesus is.

The next thing John sees is the opening of the Temple of the Tabernacle of the Testimony in Heaven.  This is a reference to the Holy of Holies.

The Tabernacle in the Wilderness and the Temple in Jerusalem were copies of the heavenly Temple.  The High Priest entered the Holy of Holies once a year with the blood of an animal to make atonement for the sins of the people.

Christ entered into the Heavenly Holy of Holies with His own blood to obtain eternal redemption, which brought into effect the New Covenant (Testimony) – Hebrews 9.23-24

Out of this Heavenly Temple came forth seven angels, having the seven plagues, which are the wrath of God  - Those who have rejected Christ are about to encounter the full wrath of God as these seven angels pour out their bowls in the earth.

Verse 8 says, “the Temple was filled with smoke”, and “no one was able to enter the Temple until the seven plagues were completed” – the reason for this is that God will not be dealing with man in mercy but in judgement for the next 3½ years.

Next John hears a loud voice, coming from the Temple, instructing the seven angels to begin pouring out the bowls of the wrath of God on earth (Rev 16.1).  These bowls of the wrath of God is what Jesus was referring to in Matthew 24.21 when he said that ‘there will be great tribulation such as has not been seen since the beginning of the world”

These plagues are not signs of something else to come, in other words, they are not be spiritualised but will be literal plagues on the earth.  We do not doubt that the plagues of Egypt were literal neither should we doubt that these will be either.

The First Bowl – Plague of Boils/Sores  (Revelation 16. 2)

This first plague is of “foul and loathsome sores” which will break out on the skin of those who have received the mark of the beast and worship the image of the beast which was set up in the Temple.  

This first plague sets the timescale for this outpouring of the wrath of God – we clearly see that the verse mentions two significant events that will take place in the Tribulation timeline – (1) The Mark of the Beast, and (2) The worship of the Image of the Beast.   Both these events take place close to the middle of the Tribulation.

Something else of significance we see from verse 2 is that the wrath of God is poured out on those who have rejected Christ and taken the Mark of the Beast.  Any Christian alive during this time will be exempt from the plagues.  We noted earlier that this is not a time for mercy but judgement on man, however, the grace of God supernaturally protects all believers.

The Second Bowl – Sea Turns to Blood  (Revelation 16. 3)

When the second angel pours out his bowl on the earth, the water of the seas turn to blood.  We have already seen a similar event take place during the blowing of the second trumpet where just ⅓ of the seas turned to blood.  This new judgement turns the whole of the seas to blood, causing the death of every sea creature.  Imagine the stench caused by such widespread death and the potential of dreaded diseases.

The Third Bowl – Rivers & Fresh Waters Turn to Blood  (Revelation 16. 4-7)

Following on from the seas turning to blood, the third angel pours out his bowl on the earth and the rivers and springs of fresh water also turn to blood.  All the remaining sources of water will be contaminated with blood.   It appears from the words of the angel in verse 6 that because of antichrists intense desire for blood (death of the saints), he will be made to drink it which is only what he deserves as God judges thousands of years of martyrdom.

The Fourth Bowl – Plague of Great Heat  (Revelation 16. 8-9)

The sun becomes intensely hot as the fourth angel releases his bowl on the earth, so much so that the heat from the sun scorches man and beast.  Even though the sun has been darkened by one-third (Rev 8.12 – Fourth Trumpet) it is still powerful enough to scorch.   Imagine the torment that this will cause as men desperately hot search for water to quench their thirst but find none.

You would expect that following these judgements men would be falling on their knees in repentance but instead we read in verse 9 that they blaspheme (or curse) the name of God and do not repent – not that repentance would do them any good for they have already received the mark of the beast and made their choice.

Malachi 4.1-2 provides a prophetic commentary on this judgement.  For those who revere the name of the Lord will know divine health and protection from the Sun of Righteousness who will shelter them with His wings.

The Fifth Bowl – Plague of Darkness (Revelation 16. 10-11)

The fifth angel releases his bowl next and darkness falls on the throne of the beast.  While it may appear that this outpouring of wrath could give some minimal relief from the heat of the last plague, this appears to be a special judgement which is focused on the throne of the beast so that his kingdom is plunged into darkness.  We have said before that the centre of the kingdom of the beast will probably be the rebuilt city of Babylon from which he will govern and rule during the Tribulation.

Some of the Old Testament prophets tell of this event:

Amos 5.18;  Nahum 1. 6-8;   Zephaniah 1.15

Jesus Himself prophesied of these days in Mark 13.24

This invading thick darkness will cause men to chew their own tongues, this indicates that the plague will last for some length of time.  The Scripture also says that rather than turn to God men will continue to blaspheme God for their pains and sores.

The Sixth Bowl – River Euphrates Dries Up  (Revelation 16. 12-16)

The sixth bowl judgement comes in two parts:

1. The waters of the great River Euphrates is dried up.

2. Demonic forces are released to gather the world’s kings & leaders for the final battle.

The River Euphrates is one of the largest rivers of the Eastern world. It is also one of the most prominent of the rivers in the Bible. 

· It is about 1800 miles long and so wide that it acts as a natural barrier between East and West.

· It forms the eastern border of the land that God gave to Abraham (Genesis 15.8)

· It also served as the eastern border of the Roman Empire.

When this bowl is poured out, the waters of this great river are dried up, opening the way for the ‘kings of the East’ to march through into the West.

It is not insignificant that for a long time much of the opposition to the things of God and the people of God have come from the Communist regimes mainly in the North (Russia) and in the East (China).

A large Oriental army will converge on the plains of Megiddo. It had been suggested by some commentators that this army were preparing to stand against antichrist but because of the ‘frog spirits’ (we will study them next) they join forces with the armies of antichrist to oppose Jesus in the end-time battle which takes place at Armageddon.

Three Demon Spirits

The second part of the judgement reveals three unclean spirits that look like frogs will come from the mouths of the devil, antichrist and the false prophet.  These are deceiving spirits that will perform miracles in order to trick the ‘kings of the world’ to join together for the ‘battle of that great day of God Almighty’.

The timing of this event must be towards the very end of the Tribulation as the next bowl that is to be poured out will bring the Tribulation to its conclusion before the Second-Coming of the Lord Jesus.

Armageddon

Armageddon is a term that is often used to describe the end-time battle but actually it is the place where the battle takes place.  In Revelation it is called the “battle of that great day of God Almighty”

Armageddon means “the Valley of Megiddo”.  It is a natural battleground where many battles have already been fought.

· Barak defeated the Canaanites here (Judges 4.15-16; 5.19)

· Gideon defeated the Midianites at Jezreel in the Valley of Megiddo (Judges 7)

· Saul, Ahaziah and Josiah all died in battle in this valley (1 Samuel 31.1-4; 2 Kings 9.27; 2 Kings 23.29)

· Napoleon marched through this valley on his way to Syria

· Christian Crusaders, Saracens, Turks and Arabs and many more have used this valley as a camp on the way to battles

Verse 15 contains a challenge from the Lord to the Tribulation saints who are still alive at this time.  He says He will come ‘as a thief’ to the ungodly who are not prepared for Him, and yet those who believe in Him He challenges them to remain faithful to the very end for the time is short.

The Seventh Bowl – Plague of Hail  (Revelation 16. 17-21)

When the seventh angel pours out the final bowl, a voice is heard coming from the Temple of Heaven saying, “It is done” – the time of God’s wrath is coming to a conclusion as the Tribulation reaches its completion.

The final judgement is in two parts:

1. The world will witness the greatest earthquake that there has ever been. There has never been an earthquake on this scale, not even during the Tribulation such as took place during the opening of the sixth seal.  ([greatest magnitude]  Chile, May 1960, 9.5, 2000 deaths;    [deadliest]  China, Jan 1556, ~8.0, 850,000 deaths)  (May 2008, China, 7.9, 70,000 deaths)
This earthquake will destroy the city of Babylon splitting it onto three parts.  In addition to that cities all over the world will collapse, every island will ‘flee away’ or vanish (probably engulfed by waters of the oceans) and mountains will not be found.  This earthquake will destroy most parts of the earth so much that it will not be recognisable.

Peter writes in 2 Peter 3.10 that “the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night… both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up”

2. The second part of this judgement will come as giant hailstones.  The Bible says each hailstone will weigh one talent = 100 lbs (approx.)

We cannot even begin to imagine the catastrophe that will be caused during this judgement or the effect of the giant hailstones as they fall. We will study more details of this when we look at chapters 18 and 19.

The seventh bowl judgement can be summed up in two words as found in verse 21, “exceedingly great” – this will be by far the most catastrophic of any that have gone before.

The final note in this chapter is that men will still blaspheme and curse God despite all that has happened and all they have gone through.







