Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 11

Interval 

Revelation 14

Lamb on Mount Zion and 144,000
 – Revelation 14. 1-5
In His vision John sees a Lamb standing on Mount Zion.  We noted at the beginning of our studies, in order to correctly interpret the prophecy of Revelation we need to ascertain the scene of the activity.  The fact that John uses the terminology ‘Mount Zion’ can only denote one of two locations; either:

1. Mount Zion at the earthly site of Jerusalem, or

2. Mount Zion of the heavenly New Jerusalem.

The Lamb can easily be identified as Jesus.  Considering that Jesus will not return to earth until His Glorious Appearing, when He returns with His saints, we must therefore assume that we are observing a scene in heaven, the heavenly Jerusalem, as described by the Holy Spirit in Hebrews 12.22-24

With the Lamb, John sees a group of 144,000.  We must not automatically assume that these are the same group that we studied in chapter 7.  There are several differences between the two groups but with only two similarities:

· Both groups total 144,000

· Both groups have something written (mark) on their foreheads.

The differences are:

· The group in Ch 7 are specifically JEWISH -12,000 from each tribe. The group in Ch 14 are “redeemed from the earth” (vs3) and “from among men” (vs4).

· The Ch 7 group is sealed with the Fathers seal.  The group of Ch 14 have both the names of the Father and the Son (v1 - see Amp, NIV and other modern versions)

· The scene of Ch 7 is earth – the 144,000 Jewish witnesses were evangelising those on the earth.  The scene in Ch 14 is heaven, the New Jerusalem, halfway through the Tribulation.

· Verses 4-5 list other qualities of the Ch 14 group that are not mentioned in Ch 7.

· The group of Ch 7 are “servants of our God” (7.3); the Ch 14 group have been selected for a special position at the throne of God and not for the proclamation of the gospel on earth.

· Verse 4 says that they (Ch 14 group) “follow the Lamb wherever He goes” – it could be that these have been specifically chose by God because of their faithfulness and total commitment (laying down their lives) to Jesus Christ during their lifetime.

Because of these differences we can come to the conclusion that they are two separate groups.  In Ch 7 they are representatives of Israel, in Ch 14 they are representatives of the Church.

This group sing a new song which only they are able to learn which is accompanied by the sweet sound of harpists playing.

Three Angel Messengers 
– Revelation 14. 6-11
First Angel – Revelation 14. 6-7

Verse 6 begins by introducing us to the first of three angel messengers.  In an extra-ordinary exception to the plan of God, this angel is commissioned by God to bring the Gospel message to “every nation, tribe, tongue and people”

This can only be because the circumstances on earth demand this divine intervention – considering the state of things on earth perhaps we can see and understand why God should choose to deploy an angel for this task.  This appears to be God’s last offer of eternal life to the inhabitants of earth before they accept antichrist.

Second Angel – Revelation 14. 8

The message of the second angel that we read of in verse 8 is more of a glimpse of what is to come.  “Babylon is fallen” – Babylon here is referring to the false religion that will be propagated throughout the earth, which will direct men to worship the devil and thus commit ‘fornication’.

Third Angel – Revelation 14. 9-11

This third angel will pronounce doom on the worshippers of antichrist during the Tribulation.  This angels’ message is a warning of the consequences of receiving the mark of the beast.

These verses clearly state that those who do not accept Christ will be tormented for eternity.  Many ungodly have the false idea (and often joke about it), that hell will be a place for sin and debauchery, but here we see that this concept is so far from the truth.  Another false concept of hell is that of annihilation – this is the complete opposite to what we read in verses 10-11.

Blessed Dead in Christ 

– Revelation  14. 12-13

A blessing is pronounced on those who do not receive the mark of the beast but rather choose Christ and follow Him and keep His commandments.

Harvest & Vintage 

– Revelation 14. 14-20

The final few verses of this chapter give us a prophetic glimpse of what is to happen when Jesus Christ comes to judge the earth following the Glorious Appearing.  He is pictured here as holding a sharp sickle in His hand – a picture of judgement.

We will consider these events in greater detail when we study chapters 16 and 19.







