Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 10

The Seven Personages – Part 3

Revelation 12-13

6. Beast from the Sea (Antichrist) 

- Revelation 13.1-10

Chapter 13 introduces us to the sixth of the seven personages.  We have already met this personage in an earlier study (The Opening of the First Seal).

The devil, satan, is a master counterfeiter.  Everything God does he copies in an attempt to deceive people into worshipping him.

· He copied the miraculous signs of Moses as he stood before Pharoah.

· He copies the Gifts of Spirit

· He appears as an angel of light

· Just as Jesus is the Son of God so the devil will raise up for himself a son – antichrist.  Antichrist will be everything that Jesus Christ is not.  

     Anti…  against, opposite, in place of

	Christ came from above – John 6.38
	Antichrist will ascend from the pit – Rev 11.7

	Christ came in His Fathers name – John 5.43
	Antichrist will come in his own name – John 5.43

	Christ humbled Himself – Phil 2.8
	Antichrist will exalt himself – 2 Thess 2.4

	Christ was despised – Isa 53.3; Luke 23.18
	Antichrist will be admired – Rev 13.3-4

	Christ will be exalted – Phil 2.10
	Antichrist will be cast down to hell – Isa 14.14-15; Rev 19.20

	Christ came to do His Fathers will – John 6.38
	Antichrist will come to do his own will – Dan 11.36

	Christ came to save – Luke 19.10
	Antichrist will come to destroy – Dan 8.24

	Christ is the Good Shepherd – John 10.1-15
	Antichrist is the idol (evil) shepherd – Zech 11.16-17

	Christ is the True Vine – John 15.1
	Antichrist is the vine of the earth – Rev 14.18

	Christ is the Truth – John 14.6
	Antichrist is the lie – 2 Thess 2.11 (ASV)

	Christ is the Holy One – Mark 1.24
	Antichrist is the lawless one – 2 Thess 2.8 (ASV)

	Christ is the Man of Sorrows – Isa 53.3
	Antichrist is the man of sin – 2 Thess 2.3

	Christ is the Son of God – Luke 1.35
	Antichrist is the son of perdition – 2 Thess 2.3

	Christ is the Mystery of Godliness.. manifest in the flesh – 1 Tim 3.16
	Antichrist will be the mystery of iniquity – satan manifest in the flesh – 2 Thess 2.7
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Verses 1-2 give us a graphic description of this personage.  John sees a beast coming up out of the sea, with seven heads and ten horns. The beast was like that of a leopard with bears feet and lions mouth.  Seeing that there is no such thing as a seven-headed leopard like beast this is obviously symbolic of someone or something else.  Revelation 19.20 seems to imply that these beasts of Revelation 13 are men.  This beast is antichrist and his kingdom.

Seven Heads & Ten Horns.

The seven heads of this beast are mentioned in Revelation 17.10-11,here the Holy Spirit gives us the meaning.  The seven heads are seven mountains and seven kings – this is a reference to Rome in particular the Roman Empire, either as seven Emperors or as stages of the Roman government.  Antichrist will establish a one-world government system of which he will be leader.

The ten horns are representative of ten kings of nations that form part of the cabinet of the world government system.  We saw a similar description of the dragon in Revelation 12.3-4

The beast rises up out of the sea – whenever the sea is mentioned in the Bible it refers to the Mediterranean Sea unless it is used symbolically.  The Sea is often used to denote people.  In this verse it represents the people of the nations surrounding the Mediterranean.  This shows us that the antichrist will rise up from among those Mediterranean nations

The antichrist gets his power and authority from the dragon – the devil.

The Death and Resurrection of the Beast.

Verse 3 says that one of the heads had been mortally wounded, was healed and all the world marvelled and followed after the beast.

At some stage around the mid-point in the Tribulation, antichrist will suffer a fatal wound (to the head), which will kill him.  Revelation 17.8 tells us that his spirit will go down into the bottomless pit and will ascend and be resurrected.  Remember that the devil counterfeits everything that God has done.  He will cause antichrist to rise again in direct opposition to the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Because of this the world will marvel and follow him, worshipping and proclaiming him as God (vs4).

(vs5-6) He utters great blasphemies the greatest of which is that he claims to be God and receives worship as God.  In the first half of the Tribulation antichrist will be just a man who is possessed with demonic powers – in the second half of the Tribulation, he will actually be satan himself, clothed with the antichrist’s body.  Satan, who has now been cast out of the heavens, takes on the dead body of antichrist and counterfeits the resurrection and begins to receive the worship of the people and nations of the world (vs8).

(vs7-10), these verses state that the beast will make war with the saints, this will be time of great suffering as satan himself makes war on those who will not worship him.  He will overcome and many will lose their lives for their testimony of Jesus

Seven Activities of Antichrist.

His rise to power – Revelation 6.2

His one-world government – Revelation 17.12-15

His domination of the world economy – Revelation 17.13

His godless religion – 2 Thessalonians 2.1-12

His covenant with Israel – Daniel 9.27

His death and resurrection – Revelation 13.3; Revelation 17.8

His ultimate destruction – Revelation 19.11-20

7. Beast from the Earth (False Prophet)
- Revelation 13.11-18

In His vision John sees yet another beast this time coming up out of the earth. The first beast (from the sea) is a government leader who we call antichrist. The second beast (from the earth) is a religious leader whose purpose is to get men to worship antichrist.

Man is very religious, he was created that way by God.  The human spirit needs someone to worship – a famous author once wrote ‘there is inside every one of us a void that only God can fill’ - that’s why there are many religions, many cults and many ways.  Man has this deep need and tries to satisfy that spirituality whichever way he can, but he cannot truly be satisfied until he comes to God – he was created for God.

In an earlier study we said that as part of his peace covenant with the Jews, antichrist would probably build them a temple to worship God in.  But at the mid-point in the Tribulation he will break that covenant, desecrate the temple and seek to have everyone worship him instead of God. 

(vss 11-12) “coming up out of the earth..” – In order for this to happen a man will arise from among the Jewish nation who will be a religious leader.  He will be highly respected and may even be the one that convinces the Jews to sign the peace covenant which will mark the beginning of the tribulation.  It will not be until the covenant is broken that he will show his true beliefs and pledge loyalty to antichrist. He is called in Revelation 19.20 ‘The False Prophet’. The False Prophet will come like that of a lamb, he will be a wolf in ‘sheep’s clothing’ (Matthew 7.15) hence the reference “two horns like a lamb..”

Verse 11 says ‘he spoke like a dragon.’ – this suggests that he speaks only what the devil tells him to say.  Jesus said that He only spoke and did what His Father told Him.   

In verse 12 we read ‘he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence’ – these two world leaders, antichrist and the False Prophet, will have a close relationship with each other, so much so that antichrist will give him all the power and authority he wants and needs.  The False Prophet will work closely with antichrist not only to take over the earth but also to establish a religion which worships antichrist.  The False Prophet will be head of this religion.

Satanic Trinity

Just as the Godhead is triune: Father, Son, Spirit – we see an opposite or the counterpart to that in satan’s kingdom in verses 11-12.   The dragon (satan) is anti-God, he is against everything that God is.  The first beast (antichrist) is anti-Christ, the second beast (false prophet) is anti-Spirit.

In verses 13-15 we read that the False Prophet uses many supernatural signs to deceive people into worshipping antichrist.  This serves to remind us today that we must not take everything at face value but in all cases use the Word of God as our foundation for faith.  We judge everything by the Word of God – prophecy, visions, gifts of spirit and signs & wonders.  The devil uses signs today to deceive people, there are those who follow occult practices – mediums, psychic healing, crystals, copper bracelets.

After the ‘resurrection of antichrist’ the False Prophet will cause an image (a statue) of antichrist to be erected in honour of him. One of the miraculous signs he performs is to enable the image to speak.  He will then demand that people bow down and worship it, those who do not bow down will be killed – like happened in the time of Nebuchadnezzar: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown into the fiery furnace for refusing to bow down to the image.  Revelation 20.4 tells us that  those who do not bow down will be beheaded.

The Mark of the Beast – 666

One of the most discussed passages of Revelation among Christians concerns what we read in verses 16-18 – The Mark of the Beast.  There have been many speculative suggestions made as to what the mark will be, or how it will be made up. Some have even used mathematical formulas and concluded that the names of some world leaders have equated to 666 – this is dangerous as we do not know for sure what the mark will be.  

However there are certain things we know for sure from these verses

.

· Everyone will be required to receive the mark – perhaps under the guise of an ID mark.    Physically speaking, it will be necessary for everyone to receive the mark of the beast. Spiritually speaking, it will be fatal for those who receive it.   Once the mark has been received it will be final, there is no changing your mind, it is an eternal decision to reject Jesus and serve antichrist (Revelation 14.9-11)

· It will be placed upon the right hand or forehead – visible to all, it will not be able to be hidden.

· No one will be able to buy or sell without the mark – this will probably be extended to include health care, welfare and any other such benefits, even travel.

· It is based upon the name and number of the beast which is 666 -  there have been many speculative suggestions as to what the mark will be but we do not know.   It is based on this number 666 – 6 is the number of man in Bible numerology, and 3 the number of the Godhead, the number 666 occurs in the same chapter as the satanic trinity. 

· Those who do not receive the mark will be beheaded (Revelation 20.4)







