Full Gospel Fellowship

Studies in Book of Revelation: 1

Introduction and The Vision of Jesus

Revelation 1. 1-20

Misconceptions

· It is the Revelation of Jesus rather than the Revelation of John – Jesus is the central character of the book.

· It is Revelation not Revelations – it is one revelation not a combination of many revelations

· It is too difficult to understand – there is a special blessing for those who read and hear the words of this prophecy.

Introduction – Revelation 1. 1-8

· (vs1) – It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to Jesus, Jesus gave it to His angel, the angel gave it to the Apostle John, John gave it to the church.  The word revelation means ‘an unveiling’ – it is the unveiling of Jesus Christ.  The last time the church saw Jesus, He was blood stained and on a Roman cross, Revelation unveils Jesus as He is.

“to show His servants – things which must shortly take place” – this phrase does not necessarily mean that it will happen soon, the word shortly has the meaning ‘quick, sudden’.  In Revelation 22.20 we read the words of Jesus “I am coming quickly”. The day is already appointed, we don’t know when, but God the Father knows.  It will not be hurried for the impatient neither will it be delayed for the apathetic. The coming of the Lord when it happens will be quick and sudden, Paul writes that it will be as ‘a thief in the night’.  The events in Revelation, particularly as we study the Tribulation and Great Tribulation happen in quick succession.  They appear suddenly and end suddenly and in fact the whole Tribulation period only covers 7 years.

· (vs3)  There is a special blessing promised for those who will read this book and hear the words of it, and for those who will keep those things that are written it.  For anybody to deliberately not read Revelation because they think it’s too difficult are robbing themselves of a great promised blessing.

· In our study of the Book of Revelation we are going to follow the golden rule of interpretation: Where the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense we are not going to look for any other.  Except where other Scriptures or the context of the passage suggest otherwise.

· To help us understand Revelation there are two things we should remember:

1. With the exception of chapters 12 and 17, most of Revelation unfolds chronologically. 

2. It is essential to find out where each scene takes place – in heaven or on earth

· (vs4) John writes, in accordance with Jesus’ command (v19) to seven churches of Asia.  These were not the only churches in Asia, but were specifically chosen by Jesus as they represented the traits of the church in general, not just of the day but throughout the whole church age.

Here we have a reference to the trinity.  The three-in-one God.  The Trinity is referenced in this way:

· God the Father - “from Him who is and who was and who is to come”

· God the Holy Spirit – “and from the seven Spirits”

· God the Son – “and from Jesus Christ” (vs5).

The phrase “from Him who is and who was and who is to come” encompasses and denotes the eternal nature of God.  He was in the beginning, He is and He is to come.  

Seven Spirits – Seven is a particularly significant number in Scripture, it is the number of perfection, completion and wholeness.  Seven churches represent the whole church, seven Spirits represent the complete work and ministry of the Holy Spirit (see Isaiah 11.2)

· Spirit of the Lord

· Spirit of Wisdom

· Spirit of Understanding

· The Spirit of Counsel

· The Spirit of Might

· The Spirit of Knowledge

· The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord

· (vs5)  Here we have the first of many descriptions of Jesus, and some of His titles.  At His first coming He was ‘despised and rejected’ (Isaiah 53.3) at His second coming He will be worshipped and adored for He will come ‘with power and great glory’ (Luke 21.27).  His titles, as we have them here, help us understand who He is:

· The Faithful Witness (5) – all that we need to know about God is revealed through Jesus

· Firstborn from the Dead (5) – not the first to be raised, but the first resurrected in His glorified body – that guarantees our resurrection

· Ruler over the kings of the earth (5) 

· Alpha and the Omega (8, 11) – Alpha and Omega are first and last letters of the Greek Alphabet, He is the Living Word of God (John 1.1)

· Beginning and the End (8)

· Who is and who was and who is to come (8) – Eternal God

· Almighty (8)

· First and the Last (11)

· Verses 5,6,7 describe the past, present and future work of Jesus Christ.

Past work of Jesus - He loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood

Present work of Jesus - His past work of loving us and cleansing us is ongoing.  Once we come to Him and are washed from our sins He makes us kings and priests to God. Here we also see that He is High Priest over our confession (Hebrews 3.1).

Future work of Jesus - “He is coming with clouds” – When Jesus left the earth He ascended in the clouds, when He comes to get His Bride, the church, He will come in the clouds.  And then He will come again and set up His kingdom and rule.

“every eye will see Him” – not just of those alive at the time but all those who have gone before as well - “even they who pierced Him” (see Matthew 26.64).  For those who rejected Jesus it will be a time of mourning.

The Vision of Jesus – Revelation 1. 9-20

· Patmos – Patmos is a small rocky island in the Aegean Sea, about 30 miles off mainland Turkey.  It is just 10x6 miles at its widest points.  Patmos and some of the other islands were places where ‘enemies of the state’ were incarcerated.   John states that he was on the island for the “word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ”. He was not here to preach – He had been banished here for refusing to acknowledge Caesar as Lord.  He had remained faithful to the Word of God and his own testimony and consequently was sent here.  Those who were considered ‘enemies’ were either sent to one of these islands or to the Colosseum in Rome.  .

Key Date – Revelation was written about AD95, John was banished to Patmos during the reign of the Roman emperor Domitian (AD91-96).  Some have tried to offer the date of writing as early as AD60 and that it fortells the destruction of Jerusalem, but if we take into account the prophecies of people like Daniel, what Revelation says, the religious writings of first and second centuries, even from secular history, it is hard to see how even Nero or Domitian could fit the description of Antichrist.

· I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day  (v10) – this statement may not necessarily mean that it was Sunday, the first day of the week.  It has been suggested that John was lifted by the Holy Spirit, in a prophetic vision,  to what is commonly referred to as “the Day of the Lord”, which incorporates the time from the rapture of the Church to the glorious appearing and Millennial reign of Jesus

· Seven Churches – These seven churches have a fourfold application:

Seven Literal Churches of John’s Day – as we stated earlier these were actual churches that existed in John’s time.  They were not the only churches in Asia, there were hundreds, but these were specifically chosen by Jesus to receive a message.  

Seven Basic Divisions of Church History – a study of Church History reveals that the church has gone through seven periods or stages:

· Ephesus – Apostolic Church (AD 30-100)

· Smyrna – Persecuted Church (AD 100-313)

· Pergamos – State Church (AD 313-590)

· Thyatira – Papal Church (AD 590-1517)

· Sardis – Reformed Church (AD 1517-1790)

· Philadelphia – Missionary Church (AD 1730-1900)

· Laodicea – Apostate Church (AD 1900- present) *(Understanding Revelation, Gary Cohen, 1978 Moody Pr)
Seven Types of Churches that Exist Today – although the seven stages of history are almost over, there are some churches today that have a trait of one of the church ages.

Seven Characteristics that can Exist in any Church – practically speaking that any church can have some or all the characteristics that these churches had in them.

· Seven Golden Lampstands – John heard a voice speaking to him, he turned to see who it was, as he turned he saw seven golden lampstands.  We can be certain of the meaning of these as Jesus himself interprets them in vs20. 

· The Seven Lampstands are the seven Churches

· The Seven Stars (v16) are the angels of the seven churches.  Just as each Christian has the angel of the Lord camped around him (Psalm 34.7) so each church has an angel.

Ten Characteristics of Christ as Seen by John

“One like the Son of Man..” - In the midst of the lampstands John sees one like the Son of Man, this is a vision of Jesus.  Note He is in the midst of the churches.  He is and always will be at the heart and centre of the church. He is right in the midst of those who meet in His name. 

“clothed with a garment down to the feet..” – this was typical of the long robes as worn by the High Priests as they ministered in the Holy Place.  Jesus is our great High Priest who is over all things to do with our relationship with God

“girded about the chest with a golden band…” – a symbol of power and authority.  All authority is given to Jesus in heaven and earth.

“His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow..” – white speaks of purity and righteousness.  The picture we have here is one of an aged person.  In Daniel 7.9-13 we have a similar picture where Christ is referred to as the Ancient of Days.

“His eyes like a flame of fire..” – fire cleanses and purges.  The Scripture talks of being ’tried with fire’.  Nothing is hid from His sight, He sees everything. Every action will be tested with fire to see if it is of God.  

“His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace” – the feet and legs are symbolic of strength and brass is symbolic of judgement.  Sin was judged at the bronze altar.  We are reminded that He will judge the world in righteousness and truth.

“His voice as the sound of many waters…” – there is no greater illustration than that of some great waterfall like Niagara Falls.  Standing at the edge, as the waters pour over the weir the sound is so thunderous that you cannot hear someone speaking who is standing next to you, all other sounds are eliminated from your hearing, all you can hear is the sound of thundering waters.  When He speaks all other voices will be eliminated from peoples hearing.  Every eye shall see Him and every ear will hear Him speak.

“He had in His right hand seven stars..” – we have already seen the meaning of these, the seven angels of the seven churches.  He holds them in His right hand. The hand that is symbolic of power and might.  It shows us His authority over the church.

“Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword..” – Ephesians 6.17 refers to the Word of God as the ‘sword of the Spirit’, Hebrews 4.12 says that the word of God is ‘sharper than a two-edged sword’.  In Revelation 19.15 we read that Jesus will slay His enemies with this sword that goes out of His mouth - His word.

“His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength..” – not just His face but His whole appearance. This speaks to us of the divine nature of Jesus, He is God. We are reminded of the event that took place on the Mount of Transfiguration where Jesus took on a similar appearance and the voice of God spoke saying “This is My beloved Son”

Why Christians Need Not Fear the End Times – Revelation 1. 17-18

Jesus told John not to be afraid – there are four reasons why we should not fear.

1. I am the First and the Last – He is eternal. He is before all things and after all things are through. He will still be

2. I am He who lives, and was dead – He did die but was raised to life. He is now alive. We worship a risen, living Christ.

3. I am alive for evermore – He cannot and will not die again.

4. I have the keys of Hades and of Death – John did not record this detail in his vision, but Jesus says he holds the keys of death and hell.  Death has no victory.  

Key to Revelation (vs19) – this is the key verse for the whole of the Book of Revelation

“Write those things which you have seen..” –  Chapter 1

“the things which are..” – Chapters 2-3

“and the things which will take place after this” – Chapters 4-22







