Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Reality of Redemption Series: 8

Galatians 3.13-14

Redeemed From The Curse of Death

This verse declares that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law.  
In this series we have seen that the curse came as a result of breaking (not keeping) the Law.  

The curse is three-fold: Poverty, Sickness and Death

Death is a Curse

Genesis 2.17
The very first curse that God said would come upon man for breaking His law is death.

Adam and Eve were permitted to eat fruit from all the trees of the Garden of Eden except one – the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  If they ate from this tree they would bring the curse of death upon themselves.

They disobeyed and death came as a result (Genesis 3.19)

Death was never part of creation or God’s purpose and intention for man - Adam was created as an immortal being.  The Bible even plainly tells us that physical death is an enemy of God and man.  It is the last enemy to be destroyed (1 Corinthians 15.26)

What is meant by death?

God told Adam that the day he ate of the tree he would surely die.

Why didn’t they drop down dead that instant?  Was God lying? – No

Genesis 3.22-24 says that God sent them out of the garden and set cherubim and a flaming sword at the entrance to prevent them from going back.  Adam then lived approx another 900 years before he died.

To understand death, we must understand that man is not a physical being.  Man is a spirit who possesses a soul and lives in a body (see 1 Thessalonians 5.23).

The real man is the spirit.  The spirit operates through the soul (mind, will and emotions).  The soul operates through the body.

The real you (your spirit) and your soul live in a physical body.  When you physically die, your spirit and soul leave the body and go to your eternal home.

Jesus taught Nicodemus this important truth in John 3.4-6

‘You must be born again’ Jesus told him.  Now in his mind he couldn’t understand it, his natural thinking asked ‘how can a man go back into his mother’s womb and be born’.
Jesus explained that this was a spirit-ual requirement.  The human spirit is reborn when you are born again.

Jesus taught a parable which helps us understand this:

Luke 16.19-24 – The Rich Man and Lazarus

Vs 22)  When the beggar died he was carried by the angels to Abrahams bosom.  [notice the angels carried him, not his body, but his spirit and soul to Abrahams bosom]

Both Lazarus and the Rich man were still conscious.  When a person dies their spirit and soul live on – but the body decays.  The body is only a garment that the spirit and soul live in.

There are three kinds of death that we need to be aware of:
Spiritual death – unregenerated spirit is spiritually dead; separated from God.

Physical death – when our body expires and we go to the grave

Eternal death (aka The Second Death) – lake of fire, ultimate home of the spiritually dead.

Spiritual death came to the earth first; that was then manifested in the physical body by destroying it.  

The very second Adam sinned he died, just as God had said.  Not physically but spiritually.  That very moment he was separated from God – God’s call was ‘Adam where are you?’

If man had not died spiritually, he would never have died physically.

Spiritual death means having satan’s nature (or spirit) and we are born with that nature;  we need to be born-again so that our spirit’s can receive the nature of God and eternal life.

Man is not lost today because of what he does, but because of what he is (what he does is a result of what he is)
The Blessing Is Life

Christ redeemed us from the curse of death (spiritual death) so that the blessing (life) might come on us.
Hebrews 9.26
Jesus took upon Himself our sin nature – note that this verse says Jesus put away sin (not sins) by the sacrifice of Himself.  He took the nature of spiritual death so that we might have eternal life.
John 5.24

Jesus said that those who believe on him have passed from death to life.

Ephesians 2.1

You were (spiritually) dead in trespasses and sins but now you are made alive.

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of law – but it’s up to you whether you receive that life.  The redemption price has already been paid – it’s up to you.  You can stay poor, you can stay sick, and you can stay spiritually dead.

How do we receive the reality of redemption?
Ephesians 2.8 – By grace, through faith – believe on the Lord Jesus, receive Him.

