Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Reality of Redemption Series: 7

Galatians 3.13-14

Redeemed From The Curse of Sickness

This verse declares that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law.  Last time we saw that there were curses that came as a result of breaking (not keeping) the Law.  The Law was not just the Ten Commandments; The Law was understood to be the Pentateuch (first 5 books of Bible, Genesis to Deuteronomy inc).   Last time we looked at Genesis 3.17-19 and Deuteronomy 28 and saw that the curse was three-fold: Poverty, Sickness and Death.

In this study we are going to see that sickness is a curse from which we have been redeemed.

Sickness is a Curse

Genesis 3.17-19

Deuteronomy 28. 15-22; 27-29; 35; 58-61

From these verses it would appear that God is inflicting man with sickness but we have to settle in our hearts that God is only good (Psalm 119.68) and He does not put sickness on people.  

In the original Hebrew, these verses are in the permissive tense rather than the causative tense.  The English language does not have a corresponding permissive tense and so these are often translated into the causative.   There are many other verses in Scripture where this applies:

· Isaiah 45.7 – does God create darkness and evil – No (see 1 John 1.5)

· Amos 3.6 – does the Lord do evil? – No, if God did then He would have no right to tell us to be righteous and not to sin.

· 1 Samuel 16.14 – does the Lord send evil spirits? – No

· Neither does he send sickness and disease, God is good and does good 

Deuteronomy 28.61 should rather read:

“Also every sickness and every plague, which is not written in this Book of the Law, will the Lord allow to come upon you until you are destroyed”

Even though Jesus has died to redeem the world from sin, He will still allow people to go to Hell if they want to.   God will also allow people to be sick if they want to be.

Sickness is a curse:

· Disease is broken ease.  The prefix ‘dis-‘ means broken, apart.  Look at other words: disability, disadvantage, discourage, disaccord.

· Sickness makes slaves of family or friends who must care for sick loved ones.

· Sickness is a thief and robber.  It robs folk of their loved ones; health; happiness; money; soundness and abilities.

Notice what verse 15 says:  these curses would come upon God’s people if they were 

not obedient to Him and broke the Law.  Obedience is the precursor to the Blessing.

Give Your Attention to His Law (the Word)

Joshua 1.7-8

Proverbs 4.20-22

Keeping God’s Word before your eyes, in your ears, in your heart and in your mouth; and being obedient to it will cause the blessing of prosperity and health to be manifest in your life.

The Blessing Is Health & Healing

If sickness is under the curse then health and healing is under the blessing.  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law so that the blessing might come.

Jesus Death Atoned for Sickness

Isaiah 53.4-5

The words translated as griefs and sorrows literally mean sicknesses and pains.

Griefs – anxieties, maladies, sicknesses, diseases.

Sorrows – anguish, affliction, grief, pain.

[Holy Spirit gives the translation in Matthew 8.17]

He was afflicted of God with every sickness and disease, known and unknown.  He was wounded, beaten and bruised; by those stripes we are healed and made whole.

Healed – rapha (Heb) – physical illnesses; work of a physician.  This is not spiritual but physical.  

1 Peter 2.24 – In this verse Peter states: ‘..by whose stripes you were healed’.  He puts this in the past tense, as already accomplished.  ‘Christ has redeemed us..’

James 5.14-15

If sickness is such a blessing why would we need ‘saving’ from it.

Beware of the often used phrase ‘a blessing in disguise’.    God does not disguise the blessing; disguises are intended to deceive.  God is not the deceiver, the devil is. 

God does not send sickness and disease to teach us spiritual lessons.

God Wants You Well

3 John 2

This verse tells us that God not only wants us prosperous in all things, but that He also wants us healthy.    

· Sickness and disease are not the will of God for His children; He wants them blessed with health.  

· It is God’s will that you be healthy and whole.  

· He has paid the ransom price to deliver from you sickness and He has provided all that we need to be healed and live healthy.

