Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Reality of Redemption Series: 6

Galatians 3.13-14

Redeemed From The Curse of Poverty

In this series we have seen that we are redeemed from the curse.  The word redeemed literally means – to buy back or purchase; to pay a ransom (in order to liberate or deliver something or someone).  Christ has redeemed us (paid the ransom price) so that the Blessing of Abraham might come upon those who are the ‘Gentiles in Christ Jesus’.

So far in this series we have seen:

1. The Resurrection is foundational to Redemption – the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead gives life to our mortal bodies (Romans 8.11)

2. We sold ourselves into slavery through sin.

3. We have been bought with a price, the precious of blood of Jesus – the ransom has been paid, we are no longer our own, we are children of God.  We are adopted into the family.

4. Redemption is based on promises made, we have a covenant (Blood Covenant) which has been ratified by Jesus death and His shed blood.

5. Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law. The curse of the Law was threefold – poverty, sickness and death (we will look at each one in turn over the next three sessions).

6. We have been redeemed from the curse so that the Blessing of Abraham might come upon the ‘Gentiles in Christ Jesus’ – every born again child of God.  If you belong to Christ then you are Abraham’s seed and you are an heir of the blessing according to the promise that God made to Abraham (v29). Seed of Abraham is Christ – the blessing was made to Christ and His seed – children of God.

7. The Blessing of Abraham is a tangible material blessing not spiritual blessings.  Spiritual blessing comes through Jesus (Eph 1.3), material blessing comes through Abraham.

8. The preface to the blessing is obedience. Deuteronomy 28.2 tells us that if we obey the Lord blessing will come on us and overtake us.

Poverty is a Curse

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law.  To find out what we have been redeemed from we need to look at the Law.  The Law refers to the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Old Testament.

Genesis 3.17-19

Poverty, sickness and death came as a result of disobedience to God.  We see the same threefold curse listed in Deuteronomy 28.

Deuteronomy 28.15-20, 38-47

In these verses we see that poverty is listed under the curse of the law

The Blessing Is Prosperity

If poverty is under the curse then prosperity is under the blessing.  No where in the Scripture does it say that poverty glorifies God.

God promised Abraham that He would prosper him.  The blessing of Abraham is a blessing of prosperity.

Genesis 12.1-3 

Bless – empowered or enabled to prosper, anointed to succeed.

“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you [with abundant increase of favors] and make your name famous and distinguished, and you will be a blessing [dispensing good to others]” (vs2, Amp)

You will be a blessing – the word blessing here literally means prosperous.

Blessing of Abraham is an empowerment for total life prosperity:  

· Promotion, Honour, Elevation  (see Genesis 12.2; Deuteronomy 28.1,13)

· Possession or Ownership (see Genesis 13.14-15)

· Dominion or Power (see Genesis 14.14-16)

The blessing makes rich (Proverbs 10.22) – rich materially, rich in health, rich in life.   There is no sorrow (toiling, labour) with it.

Jesus came preaching that God wants us to have and enjoy life, abundant life.

Jesus was anointed by the Spirit to preach the good news to the poor (of the Blessing to deliver from poverty) (Luke 4.18-19).  Jubilee was a time of prosperity and debt cancellation.

Redeemed from Poverty

· God brought Abram out of Egypt prosperous and very rich (Genesis 13.1-2)

· Abraham was blessed in all things, all his life – Genesis 24.1, 34-35

· The blessing was upon Isaac and he was also very rich – Genesis 26.12-14,16

· God brought the Israelites out of Egypt very rich – Exodus 12.35-36, Exodus 36.3-7

· The Blessing was upon them and they were prosperous, they lacked nothing – Deuteronomy 2.7

2 Corinthians 8.9

We have been redeemed from poverty.   Christ became poverty so that we might become rich – wealth and riches

(Christ was made sin so that we might be made righteous;  Christ bore our sicknesses so that we could be healed)

God Wants You Rich and Prosperous

3 John 2

We have already seen that Abraham was prosperous in all things – material blessings.  

Psalm 112

Isaiah 48.17-18

The Lord your Redeemer.   Peace – shalom, welfare and prosperity

‘Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: I am the Lord your God, Who teaches you to profit, Who leads you in the way that you should go. Oh, that you had hearkened to My commandments! Then your peace and prosperity would have been like a flowing river, and your righteousness [the holiness and purity of the nation] like the [abundant] waves of the sea.’ (Amplified)

Why did Jesus redeem us from poverty – He wants you rich and prosperous to be a blessing to others

2 Corinthians 9.8-11

“And God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation].” (Amplified)

Prosperity with Purpose

Now let's understand the purpose for this prosperity, why God wants us to prosper – it is not necessarily to feather our own nests, although God has no problem with us being comfortable.  

The true purpose of prosperity is to fulfil the job God has given us to do.  

There is a world that needs to hear the Gospel and it's going to take a whole heap of money to reach them.  

To go there takes money; to publish literature takes money; to hold services takes money; to get on television or radio takes money; to establish a church takes money.

The only two reasons stopping people from going is

· They don't want to go - which is wilful disobedience

· They cannot afford to go.   

'But I don't have the time to go, work takes up all my time' - the Lord wants you to prosper so much that you have enough to be able to stop working for others and work for Him.  

Prosperity is not really a money issue, it is an obedience issue - if people have the time and the money, then the only thing stopping them is a lack of obedience.
