Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Reality of Redemption Series: 5

Galatians 3.13-14

The Blessing of Abraham

Galatians 3.7-14

Last time we saw that we are redeemed from the curse.  The word redeemed literally means – to buy back or purchase; to pay a ransom (in order to liberate or deliver something or someone).  Christ has redeemed us (paid the ransom price) so that the Blessing of Abraham might come upon those who are the ‘Gentiles in Christ Jesus’.

Gentiles in Christ Jesus – every born again child of God.

If you belong to Christ then you are Abraham’s seed and you are an heir of the blessing according to the promise that God made to Abraham (v29)

Seed of Abraham is Christ – the blessing was made to Christ and His seed – children of God.

Genesis 12.1-3 

The preface to the blessing was obedience (see also Deuteronomy 28.1-2).

Abraham had to be obedient to God – he had to come out of Ur – out of Babylon (system) – his instruction was to follow God.

We receive the blessing by faith in Christ Jesus – we need to stop relying on the Babylonian system and trust God.

Numbers 23.19-20 – the context of this verse is in relation to the blessing.   Balak hired Balaam to curse the people of God.   God turned the curse into a blessing.

I will bless you.  

Bless – empowered or enabled to prosper, anointed to succeed.

“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you [with abundant increase of favors] and make your name famous and distinguished, and you will be a blessing [dispensing good to others]” (vs2, Amp)

The Blessing of Abraham is not spiritual blessing it is a tangible material blessing.

Spiritual blessing comes through Jesus (Ephesians 1.3)– material blessing comes through Abraham.

Blessing not blessings – Deuteronomy 28 lists the blessings that come as a result of the blessing.   Most people seek the blessings but it is the blessing that we need.

The blessing makes rich (Proverbs 10.22) – rich materially, rich in health, rich in life.  Jesus came preaching that God wants us to have life, abundant life.

Blessing of Abraham is an empowerment for life prosperity:  

· Promotion, Honour, Elevation  (see Genesis 12.2; Deuteronomy 28.1,13)

· Possession or Ownership (see Genesis 13.14-15)

· Dominion or Power (see Genesis 14.14-16)

To Be A Blessing

‘You shall be a blessing’ – the blessing comes upon you not so that you can store up, relax and enjoy life.  You are blessed to be a blessing – a distribution centre of the blessing.

Abraham was in covenant with God (Genesis 14.19-22) – God had promised the blessing on him and he would be a blessing.

Abraham was blessed in all things, all his life - Genesis 24.1

Genesis 25.8

Abraham died having enjoyed long life (175 years) and full (satisfied to the full, abounding and blessed).  

“Then Abraham's spirit was released, and he died at a good (ample, full) old age, an old man, satisfied and satiated, and was gathered to his people.” (Amp)

“and Abraham expireth, and dieth in a good old age, aged and satisfied, and is gathered unto his people.” (Youngs Literal Translation)

Blessing on Isaac

The blessing perpetuated down the generations.. the blessing of Abraham came upon Isaac. 

Genesis 26.1-5  -  God confirms the blessing with him.

Genesis 26.12-16  -  He was very rich, prosperous and mighty

Genesis 26.24-29  -  The Lord was with him and the blessing was on him

Blessing on Jacob

The blessing of Abraham was passed onto Jacob.

Genesis 28.1-5

Blessing by association.

The blessing on you works wherever you are.

Laban was blessed because the blessing was on Jacob.

Genesis 30.25-30

Jacob acknowledged that the blessing was upon him and had given his wealth. (Genesis 30.43- 31.5)

Blessing on Joseph

Genesis 39.1-40

(vs2-3) The Lord was with Joseph and made all that he did prosper.

(vs5)  The blessing was on him and all that he did.

The blessing worked even in the midst of unpleasant situations  – (vs21-23)

2 Corinthians 9.8-11

Christ has redeemed you from the curse that the blessing of Abraham might come upon you, so that you can be a blessing to the nations of the earth.

“And God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation].” (Amp)

