Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Reality of Redemption Series: 4

Galatians 3.13-14

Redeemed From The Curse

The word redeemed literally means – to buy back or purchase; to pay a ransom (in order to liberate or deliver something or someone).

Already we have seen in this teaching series that we had sold ourselves under sin into slavery and we needed a redeemer.  Jesus bought us with a price, He paid the ransom – His blood.  

We have seen the importance of blood covenant and that God cannot deny the covenant ratified with the blood of Jesus.

Ephesians 1.7 

“In Him [Jesus] we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace”

Christ has redeemed us with His blood – He paid the price

The forgiveness of our sins – we are set free, pardoned from our sins (transgressions).

Our text verse for this series tells us “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree)”

Deuteronomy 21.22-23

The law stated that for someone who committed sin that deserved a death penalty, if he was to be killed by hanging on a tree, his body was not allowed to remain hanging overnight because he was cursed and that curse needed to be removed lest it defiled the land.    Galatians 3.10 says: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them” – the law-breaker is cursed.

Deuteronomy 27.11-26

On Mount Sinai God gave Moses what we call the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20.1-17).  

These verses in Deuteronomy 27 bear resemblance to the ten commandments but are curses pronounced for not keeping them.

Deuteronomy 11.26-28

Obedience to the law resulted in blessing - Disobedience to the law invoked the curse.

Curse – ‘to be damned, doomed’ 

Deuteronomy 28

The first 14 verses of this chapter outline the blessings that would come upon God’s people because of their obedience to the commandments.

The rest of the chapter (54 verses) outline the curses that would come upon God’s people if they were disobedient to the commandments.

From this chapter we can see that the curse is three-fold:  Poverty; Sickness and Death

Because we were ‘law-breakers’ we were cursed, and in order for Christ to redeem us, He had to become cursed for us and died the death of the cursed.

On the cross Jesus became sin; He became sickness and poverty; He became cursed – so that we might be free from the curse. 

1 Peter 2.24

Jesus bore our sins (transgressions) in His own body on the tree.   He didn’t just carry our sins, He became sin.

Isaiah 52.13 – Isaiah 53.3

Jesus appearance was marred more than any man.  Every sin of man, every sickness was in Him and upon Him

To redeem us from the curse He became cursed.

Galatians 3.7-26

(v8) God cut a covenant with Abraham to be a blessing to him and to all the nations of the world

(v16) When God cut this covenant with Abraham He was actually making it with Jesus (the Seed).

Abraham was the chosen vessel so that God could establish His covenant in the earth and legally get Jesus here.

(v19) The law was added because of transgression – because of man’s inability to believe the covenant, God gave them the Law.   If they kept the law they would be blessed (enjoy the benefits of the covenant as if they had believed).  If they broke the law they were outside of the covenant and invoked the curse.

The law was only intended to be a temporal solution.  It was given only until Jesus (the Seed) came with whom the covenant was made.

(v24)  The law was our tutor in order to bring us to Christ.  Because we could not keep the Law it showed us we needed a redeemer – it brought us to Christ.

In Christ we have been justified by faith – when we put our faith (believe) in Jesus we are made as though we had never sinned.  

If we have been justified – then we are no longer guilty of breaking the law and there is no curse – only blessing.

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law.

Our God has turned the curse into blessing (Nehemiah 13.2 & Deuteronomy 23.5)

