New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Race of Faith: 8

Finishing The Course

Hebrews 12. 1-2

Jesus – The Author And Finisher Of Our Faith

We began our teaching series by looking at “The Race Set Before Us”.  We noted that Jesus was the author of the race of faith.  He set us off and begun us on the race.

If He is the author and beginner of our race,  He also is the finisher of our faith race – He will bring our race to it's conclusion.

Revelation 1.8 - “I am the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End”

How we finish our race is important – It is important that we run our race well, but it is equally as important that we finish well and strong.

Philippians 1.6 - “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it..”

What God has begun He will bring to the finish.

Finishing Strong, Finishing Well

Hallmarks of the Race of Faith 

Discipline -  1 Corinthians 9.26-27

Without discipline we would disqualify ourselves – see 2 Timothy 2.5

Disqualification is not finishing strong and well.

Joy - We finish our race with joy

Hebrews 12.2 tells us that Jesus run His race with joy.  It was joy of finishing (and winning) that enabled Him to endure the cross

1 Peter 1.6-9  - we receive the end our faith, the salvation of our souls, with inexpressible joy

Faithfulness is another hallmark of the race.

At the end of our race we would like to hear the words “well done, good and faithful servant”

Hebrews 11.35 – better resurrection.

The Crown Of Righteousness

Every winner receives the prize, the trophy.  That's the purpose of them running the race

1 Corinthians 9.25

We are running to obtain an imperishable crown, one that does not fade away  (1 Peter 1.4)

2 Timothy 4.7-8

“I have fought the good fight of faith” - I have disciplined myself, I have run with endurance

“I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” - I am not disqualified, I've finished strong and well

“Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness” - the prize, the trophy

