New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Race of Faith: 7

Running To Win

Hebrews 12. 1-2

1 Corinthians 9.24-26

That Ye May Obtain It  (v24)

TCNT – “Run in such a way that you may win”

Knox – “run, then, for victory”

Wuest – “Be running in such a manner as the one who run the race, in order that you may obtain the victor’s award”

Philips – “Well, you ought to run with your minds fixed on winning the prize”

Weymouth – “You must run like him, in order to win with certainty”

Amp – “So run [your race] that you may lay hold [of the prize] and make it yours”

Winning Attitude

The first rule of the race is to have a mind set to win.  No sports person enters a competition expecting to lose.  A soldier does not go into a war expecting to die, they expect to win.

Ephesians 4.23 – “and be renewed in the spirit of your mind”

If you were to begin some project and just before you started, God spoke to directly to you and told you that He was personally going to see that this project succeeded, that would give you great confidence.  No matter what obstacles you faced, or how tough and hard it got, you would expect it to succeed and not fail because you had God’s promise.

We do have God’s promise, but our minds are not renewed to them.  We often live our lives considering the problems, remembering past failures, and expecting things to turn out the same way each time.  We often make provision for failure, “let’s do this or let’s keep this aside in case..”

We have God’s promise that we are an overcomer – 1 John 5.1, 4-5

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God… For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God”

It doesn’t matter how much you feel like a failure, it doesn’t matter how many times you have failed in the past, if you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God you are an overcomer.  That’s God’s Word on the subject

You are an overcomer, you are a victor, you are more than a conqueror – that should be your attitude.  Does that mean you won’t have any problems or difficulties? No, but it gives us the faith and persuasion we need to face those problems and come out rejoicing and triumphant - We need to have our minds renewed in this area. 

Philippians 3.12-15

In these verses Paul demonstrates that winning attitude.

(v.12)  “I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me”

(v.13)  “one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind”

(v.13)  “reaching forward to those things which are ahead”

(v.15)  “Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind”

Faith’s Aggression

The idea of pressing on, pushing forward and being determined is to have an aggressive mind-set.  You’re not going to give up or quit until you get the prize.

Faith is aggressive – faith overcomes the world

Matthew 11.12

“the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force”

Williams – “the kingdom of heaven has been continuously taken by storm, and those who take it by storm are seizing it as a precious prize”

Amplified – “the kingdom of heaven has endured violent assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a precious prize – a share in the heavenly kingdom is sought with most ardent zeal and intense exertion]”

TNIV – “the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it”

Wuest – “the kingdom of heaven is being taken by storm, and the strong and forceful ones claim it for themselves eagerly”

Luke 16.16  -  “…and everyone is pressing into it”

The word force expresses the earnestness that men must have.  It is that aggressive determination.  It is not about physical aggression but an aggressive faith that will overcome the world.

Paul writes to Timothy (1 Timothy 6.12) to “fight the good fight of faith”

Faith is a fight, it’s aggressive.  Faith takes the Word of God as a weapon.  You have to become spiritually aggressive if you want to walk in victory.  The devil is not going to sit by and just let you have it easy.

Pressing in is just as important for us in our race of faith today as it was for Paul and those other great witnesses (mentioned in Hebrews 11) – they are looking on us to complete our race

We cannot sit back and expect God to do everything for us.   He has already given us His Word, His Blood, His Name and the authority to use them.  We have to be aggressive and use them, appropriate them and press in.

