New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Race of Faith: 6

Being Fully Persuaded

Hebrews 12. 1-2

1 Corinthians 9.24-26

Running with certainty  (v26)

Conybeare – “I, therefore, run not like a racer uncertain of his goal”

Living – “So I run straight to the goal with purpose in every step”

Beck – “So I run with a clear goal ahead of me”

Norlie – “So I keep on running, but not aimlessly”

Goodspeed – “So that is the way I run, unswervingly”

Philips – “I run the race then with determination”

Weymouth – “That is how I run, not being in any doubt as to my goal”

TCNT – “I, therefore, run with no uncertain aim”

TEV – “I run straight for the finishing line”

NEB – “For my part, I run with a clear goal before me”

Fenton – “I run thus: not like a trifler” (waster, heartlessly, un-seriously, frivolously)

CEV – “I don't run without a goal”

Amp – “therefore I do not run uncertainly (without definite aim)”

Knowing your goals, targets, aims and purpose – knowing where your heading.

Being certain of the end result

Being fully persuaded  

Romans 4.21

Abraham received a promise from God

· v18. When everything was contrary to what he was believing – he still believed 

· v19. He did not consider his aged physical body, nor Sarah's age or her inability to conceive

· v20. He did not waver (doubt God's promise) but rather was strengthened in faith by meditating (considering) on the promise – He looked at the promise and not the problem

· v21. He was fully persuaded, totally convinced, absolutely certain that God would fulfill His word

Abraham and Sarah eventually received God's promise – Isaac

God asked Abraham to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice. (Genesis 22.1-14) 

v5. “we will come back to you”

Why does Abraham say these words?

· It was not because he was unprepared to go through with the task

· It was not because he wanted to prevent the boy from being afraid

These are not idle words that are just 'beating the air' – these are faith words, spoken by a man who was experienced in running his race of faith.

Hebrews 11.17-19

Abraham was prepared to offer up Isaac because he was absolutely certain, totally convinced, fully persuaded that (1) Isaac was the fulfilment of God's promise [v18], and (2) if Isaac was killed, God would raise him to life.

Certainty - not being moved by circumstances, conditions, setbacks

Acts 20.17-24

Paul had suffered many things in his ministry

He was warned every where he went that he faced chains and tribulations in Jerusalem

None of these things move me - I must finish my race

2 Corinthians 4.8-18; 5.1-9

v8. I am hard pressed on every side

v16. I do not lose heart

v17-18. I do not look at the obstacles, circumstances, those things that are contrary

v1. I KNOW (am certain) where I'm going

v7. I walk (run) by faith

v6,8. I am always CONFIDENT

v9. I have a goal, I know where I'm heading.

