New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Race of Faith: 5
Running With Endurance:  Part 2
Hebrews 12. 1-2

Endurance is a key element of faith.  Patience (endurance) is the companion force of faith.

Faith does not go beyond your patience - When your patience runs out your faith comes to an end.  

Faith is tried.  One of the biggest trials of faith is TIME.

It is not enough just to believe God, you have to believe God until..  until what?  Until you get it.  How long? – as long as it takes  

Endurance means you don’t quit.  Even when you’ve been standing a long time, you keep standing

Joseph

Psalm 105.19 

“Until the time that his word came to pass, The word of the LORD tested him”

“Until his word [to his cruel brothers] came true, until the word of the Lord tried and tested him” (Amp)

· Joseph’s dreams
· Sold into Egypt as a slave – Potiphar’s house

· Wrongly accused and sentenced to prison

· 2 years in prison – forgotten

· Before Pharoah – elevated to #2

· Famine in land - Dreams come to pass

You don’t try faith, it tries you.  The Word of the Lord tests you.

· “I tried tithing, but couldn’t afford it”

· “I tried believing God for healing, but got worse”

· “I tried that faith stuff but it didn’t work”

These things tried you and you were found wanting  - You don’t try tithing, healing or faith.  You do them, believing God’s Word and when it tries you, will you remain standing, will you pass the test?
One common mistake people make is that they think trials and tribulations develop faith.  Faith comes by the Word of God (Romans 10.17) and is developed by using it.  Trials and tribulations develop patience.
Trying of your faith worketh patience – James 1.2-4

Romans 5.1-5
“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh  [to accomplish, finish, develop]  patience; And patience, experience [character]; and experience, hope [joyful confident expectation]: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”  (vs3-5, AV)
Patience undergirds faith and gives it endurance to persevere until the answer comes.

Galatians 6.9

· Weary – lose heart, give up - don’t quit and you will reap, get the answer

· Due season is later than you want it to be

Time always tries our faith.  We need our minds renewed where time is concerned.

Time is relative to age – time remains constant but seems to pass quicker with age.  Time appears to pass slower for youngsters than it does the elderly.

God is not governed by time – with Him one day is as a thousand years.

Ask as big as you dare, but if you ask big, be prepared to stand long

Mark of endurance is joy – “who for the joy that was set before Him” 
1 Peter 1.8-9  -  Yes faith is tried, but joy will bring us to the end of our faith.
Stay excited, stay expectant, as you were when you began

