New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Race of Faith: 4

Running With Endurance: Part 1
Hebrews 12. 1-2

Recap:

· Race that is set before us.  The author was speaking about faith, we’ve seen that it is a faith race – the Race of Faith
· Lay aside every weight that will hold us back and the sin which entangles us and trips us up, particularly the sin of unbelief which hinders the faith race.

· Looking unto Jesus – keeping our focus and attention on Jesus.  Keeping free from those distractions that will hinder our race.
There is one thing in these verses that we have not yet looked at – running with endurance.

Endurance is patience.  
Endurance is too often associated with suffering and good meaning folk will tell you that you have to endure hardship, suffer pain to keep you humble, but that is not what it means.  

It means ‘patience, to abide, to hold up, be steadfast’.  It can mean ‘to suffer’ but that often means to permit or allow.
Bible patience is not knuckling under and being satisfied or put up with whatever comes our way; but to be steady, to stay consistent and constant (being the same way at all times), doing what you know to do.
“Therefore then, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [who have borne testimony to the Truth], let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight) and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, and let us run with patient endurance and steady and active persistence the appointed course of the race that is set before us” (vs12, Amp)

Patience Needs Developing

Endurance is a key element of faith.  He who endures (stays steadfast) to the end will win.
Hebrews 3.14 – we become partakers of Christ if we hold fast to the end.  Hold on!

Hebrews 6.11-15  - Be diligent to the end
1 Peter 1.7 – trial of your faith; tried with fire.

Faith is tried.  One of the biggest trials of faith is time.  Time tries faith.  How long can you stay the course?
Patience is the companion force of faith (they’ve been called ‘the power twins’), it is not enough just to believe God, you have to believe God until..  until what?  Until you get it.
Faith does not go beyond your patience.  When your patience runs out your faith comes to an end.  When your endurance runs out, you drop out and the race ends.

How long? – as long as it takes  - 

Endurance means you don’t quit.  Even when you’ve been standing a long time, you keep standing   (Ephesians 6.10-14   ‘and having done all to stand. Stand’)
“The man who can drive himself further once the effort gets painful is the man who will win”  Roger Bannister

Psalm 105.19 
“Until the time that his word came to pass, The word of the LORD tested him”

Joseph stood long – the Word of the Lord tested him, and he passed the test.

