New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Race of Faith: 1

The Race Set Before Us

Hebrews 12. 1-2

To describe the walk and life of a Christian, the Apostle Paul often used the analogies of (1) the military and, (2) competitive athletic games.  These were very familiar to those he wrote to particularly the Romans.

Each of us has a race to run

(vs1) This race is set is before us.

“..the appointed course of the race that is set before us”  (Amp)

“..the course mapped out for us”  (Berkeley)

“..the race marked out for us”  (NIV)

“..the way which is marked out for us”  (NT Basic Eng)

“..the particular race that God has set before us” (Living)

“..the race for which we are entered” (Goodspeed)

“..the race we have to run” (JBP)

There's a particular race marked out for each one.  God charted the course and only you can run it.

If we knew the races that were marked out for everyone ahead of time, we would pick  different people to run each of them.

God didn't choose you for your race based on your abilities, intellect or anything that you can do in the natural.

Race of Faith

The race you have been chosen to run is impossible to finish on your own – it takes faith in God to run.

This race is a faith race – in fact we can call it the 'race of faith'

These verses are not a shift in the subject matter of the letter to the Hebrews, they are a continuation of the theme recorded in the previous chapter.

Innumerable Company of Witnesses

· These are the patriarchs, those listed in Hebrews 11, these men and women of faith.

· This number includes our loved ones who have gone before us.

· They have run their race, completed their course, fulfilled their ministry

· Cheering us on from Heaven's Grandstands -   “they should not be made perfect apart from us” (11.40) -  they need us to complete our course so 'Team Faith' receives the prize.

The race isn't so much about how you start – it's about how you run and how you finish.

· It takes a lot of determination to run

· There are hurdles/obstacles to be overcome

· It takes endurance – if you quit, there is no prize

· It takes a fighting spirit of faith to run this race

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4.7)

Press On!

These witnesses are cheering us on, so like Paul we can say:

“..but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ has also laid hold of me.. forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead.  I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3.12-14)

To be a winner you press forward.  You press in to what God has called you to do.  You don't drift, float or go with the flow.  You press forward in faith, stretching towards the finishing line.

