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Manifestation of the Sons of God - 6

Manifestation of the Sons of God

Romans 8.19-23

“For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God” (v19)

To begin our study tonight we must first address what is meant by the term 'creation' because this word appears four times in the next few verses and the theme of these four verses are obviously talking about the same thing.

· Some think that it refers to the universe and every created thing, both animate and inanimate as found in the first chapter of Genesis which eagerly awaits a return to their Edenic state.  

· Some think it refers to the created angelic beings who are eagerly awaiting for the sons of God to be brought in to that heavenly place where their bodies are redeemed (v23) – but it cannot be said of the angels to be in a state of bondage to corruption (v21), therefore I think we can safely rule this out.

· Others think that it refers to the new creation, those who are born-again (2 Cor 5.17), but are burdened down with indwelling sin; longing for deliverance from their sin and awaiting their heavenly glory.  But these too cannot be said to be in the state of bondage to corruption, for they are free from the condemnation and dominion of sin and have become slaves of righteousness.

The word 'creation' here is the Greek word ktisis – and is the same word we find in Mark 16.15 where Jesus tells us that we are to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” and Colossians 1.23 where Paul states the gospel was “preached to every creature under heaven”.

The word also carries the idea of something that is founded – the founder is the creator.  A founder of an organisation is it's creator, we talk about the founding fathers of a city or nation.

So in our verse when it says that the creation is eagerly awaiting the manifestation of the sons of God it is talking about the world, or more specifically the people of the world, the nations, tribes, ethnic groups that are lost.

The world is in bondage to corruption, it is groaning and labouring with birth pangs to produce that which it was created for, but there's coming a day when that which it has been waiting for will be made manifest.

Last time we finished up by saying that God is going to manifest His glory in His sons to those who had persecuted them – God is going to reveal Himself in us to the people's of the world – whether they know it or not, they are eagerly awaiting this manifestation.

Hebrews 2. 10-15

God set apart His sons and calls us His children (v13) – this is a direct quotation from the prophet Isaiah  [we will go here in a moment].  God will manifest His sons to the world that he might “release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (v15)

The sons of God are carriers of the blessing, they are the seed of Abraham.  The blessing (anointing of God) brings release, breaks the yoke of bondage, prospers and elevates.  This blessing flows from the sons of God out to the world.

We see the effect of the blessing  working in the life of Joseph – the blessing was upon Him, everything he did prospered.  Potiphar prospered because of Joseph, the blessing elevated Joseph and God blessed the entire nation because of Him.

Isaiah 8.18

This chapter is prophetic concerning Jesus – He is Immanuel (v8) He is the stone of stumbling and rock of offense (v14).

He declares in this verse “Here I am and the children whom the Lord has given me – we are for signs and wonders in Israel”

Jesus declares that we, His children, the sons of God are for signs and wonders to the world.

The world will only be reached and touched for God when the sons of God rise and take their place.  When they function and operate in the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit.

The world is eagerly awaiting for the sons of God to move in the anointing, to operate with power, doing signs and wonders among the people.

The big question is are we ready, are we prepared to rise and take our place as the sons of God.  Are we prepared to let God manifest Himself in us and through us to a dying needy world – they are waiting!

