New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

Manifestation of the Sons of God - 5

It's Gonna Get Better

Romans 8.17-18

“and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us”

Last time we looked at the first half of verse 17, and saw that the Sons of God are heirs – heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus.

The continuation of this verse goes on to say “if we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together”

Let us understand what is meant by the word 'suffer' – “if we suffer with Him”

it does not mean to carry sicknesses, bearing pressures and troubles of our needs, be loaded up with guilt or to feel condemnation.  These were paid for at the cross – Jesus shed His blood to redeem us from all those.

To suffer means to have the same kind of persecution that Jesus had. If we are persecuted with Him, we will also share in His glory [we will be exalted, lifted up, have honour].

Some people teach/preach that we have all the suffering and He has the glory – that is not what this verse teaches.  

If we are going to suffer the persecution of being sons, then we are going to get the glory and honour from God.  

The context of the verse is that we are heirs of God, yes we are to inherit all that belongs to God and is promised to Jesus – and that includes the persecution.  Jesus Himself said that we would suffer persecution in this world (John 16.33) but He goes on to tell us to be cheerful because He has overcome the world – He has overcome and we share in that victory.

The sufferings we now go through, the tribulations, the persecutions cannot be compared to the glory that will be revealed in us.  In other words – it's gonna get better.

Paul puts it like this in 2 Corinthians 4.17

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”

A light affliction, only temporary, ready to give way to the glory.

A day of reckoning is coming and all we have suffered will fade into significance as God honours the sons and raises them up (I'm not talking about Heaven – although that is true as well).

My key reason for making this statement is because of one word in this verse – revealed, it means 'to take the cover off, to make known'.  To whom will this honour and glory be made known – God is going to reveal us to the world – the same world that persecuted us, the same world that caused us so much suffering and heartache.

This just shows us the heart of God, it is not to make us feel superior or give us a 'holier than thou' attitude, but to draw the world to Himself – this is the spirit of revival.  God revives us in order to draw the world to Himself. 

God's not trying to keep people out of Heaven, He's doing everything to get them there.

The next couple of verses in Romans 8 go on to say that it is to creation that we are to be revealed.  God will manifest in us His power and glory but we'll leave that for next time.

