New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

Manifestation of the Sons of God - 3

Now Are We The Sons Of God

Romans 8.16

“The Spirit Himself [thus] testifies together with our own spirit, [assuring us] that we are children of God” (Amplified) 

One issue that seems to trouble many Christians, is that of assurance.  

· They are not certain whether they are saved

· They are not certain of their rights and privileges.  

· They are not certain of where they stand regarding the promises of God

When it comes to these things we are supposed to trust the Word of God implicitly regardless of how we feel, how it looks or what others might say – we call this FAITH.  

· We may wake up one day and not feel like we're saved but the truth is we are.

· It may look like everything is going wrong around us but God is still on our side.  

· Good people may tell us that we are not going to make it by trusting God but the truth is God honours our faith.

This is the essence of our text verse - 

As adopted sons we may not always feel like we belong but the truth is we do – we have every right and privilege that any natural born son has; we are not fostered but adopted.  The Holy Spirit witnesses with our spirit the assurance we need – we are the children of God.

It's a know-so situation.  We may not be able to prove it by natural means or even explain it to others but we just know inside – that's the witness of the Spirit.

Ephesians 1.13-14

Having believed in Jesus we were sealed with the Holy Spirit.  The seal was a mark of ownership, protection and secrecy.  Letters and documents were sealed to show they originated from the person who sent them and to protect the contents from being read by unauthorised people.

Slaves were often branded with a mark of ownership – we have been sealed, marked with the Holy Spirit to show that we now belong to God and come under His protection and care.

**In Revelation the Mark of the Beast is a mark of ownership, a branding of slavery.  We also see the mark of God upon those tribulation saints.

This sealing of the Holy Spirit is also the guarantee (deposit, pledge, assurance) of our inheritance and salvation.

John 1.12

As many as received Jesus are given the 'right to become' children of God  (genesthai, ginomai (root) – to become:  deriv. genes, genesis, geneaology).

As the children of God we have a new make up, new DNA  i.e Heaven's DNA;

we have a new beginning, a new family.  

We could interpret this verse  'as many as received Him, He gave them the authority to be adopted as the children of God'

In the natural, adopted sons received a new beginning, a new family, a new father, a new inheritance but they retained their biological DNA.

But as the sons of God all is made new, even our DNA – we are born-again

1 John 3.1-2

In his gospel John stated that those who received Jesus had the right to become God's children.

In these verses he declares that now we are the children of God, and we are called children of God.

Behold the manner, the greatness, the extent of the love of God given to us – He calls us His children

The world does not know us because it does not know our Father, God.  Jesus came to His own people, they did not receive Him because they did not know Him – those who did receive Him are now declared to be His children.

It's great now but the best is yet to be – don't let the revelation of our present sonship cloud what is yet to be.  When He is revealed we shall be like Him.

See Romans 8.18-19

Our text verses in Romans go on to say that what we have now is not to be compared with what it shall be like - the whole of creation is eagerly waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God;  creation awaits the revealing of God and His children with anticipation.

