New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

Manifestation of the Sons of God - 2

The Spirit of Adoption

Romans 8.15

“For [the Spirit which] you have now received [is] not a spirit of slavery to put you once more in bondage to fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption [the Spirit producing sonship] in [the bliss of] which we cry, Abba (Father)! Father!” (Amplified) 

Spirit of Slavery vs Spirit of Adoption

This letter was written to the Christians in Rome.  They had been brought up under Roman rule and governance, and slavery was a big part of life in Rome (and throughout the Empire)

· Under Roman rule, a slave was usually considered to be a person (either male or female) owned by another, without any rights or privileges, and to be used and disposed of in whatever way the owner wished (treated like any other piece of property).

· The Romans were not kind people, they dominated their slaves, treated them unfairly, degraded and abused them.

· Generally, slaves served their masters all their lives.  Even the death of the master did not mean the slave was free, they became the property of the heir.  

· Life as a slave was not good, slaves lived in fear; they could be punished at any time or tortured even for the most trivial of things.

The Hebrews (and other Eastern nations) had a slightly different take on slavery.  The Hebrews were governed by the Law - this gave slaves a bit more 'freedom'.

· They did have various rights and were allowed ownership (even of other slaves) and the power to conduct business, yet they still remained under the control of their master.  We see a little of this 'freedom' in the account of Joseph in Potiphar's house  (Genesis 39)  

· A Hebrew who voluntarily sold himself into slavery, to pay a debt or escape poverty was allowed to go free in Jubilee year, where he would receive back his inheritance.  (Leviticus 27)

Release from Slavery:

· A slave could purchase his freedom (if he was able to afford it) and this was legally done before witnesses –  the slave was then regarded as a freedman.

· A slave could be redeemed by a kinsman, a relative who would pay the ransom, the redemption price  (Leviticus 25.47-50)

· A male slave was released after serving 6 years (Deuteronomy 15.12)

· Slaves were released as compensation for injury (Exodus 21.26-27)

· One form of release for a female slave was marriage to her master or the master's son.  (Deuteronomy 21.10-14)

· If a female slave was taken as wife and then repudiated (rejected, disowned) she was to be redeemed (Exodus 21.7-8) if she was neglected in food, clothing or marriage rights she was released without redemption (Exodus 21.9-11)

· The male slaves could be adopted.  This meant legally transferring from one family to another. All ties, rights and contact with his old family were prohibited and the 'son' became an heir in his new family.

If a Roman man had no son of his own he could adopt one, even though they may not be related.  If he chose, he could adopt one of his slaves as a son.

· The adopted son took the name of the father and was in every respect regarded and treated as his son.  

· Among the Romans there were two parts to the act of adoption:

1. a private arrangement between the parties

2. a formal public declaration.

· After the adoption, the son, no longer a slave had the privilege of addressing his former master by the title 'Father' – he had no right to do this while still a slave.

It is thought that the apostle Paul is referring to the private arrangement in this verse and the public declaration in verse 23 where he mentions “eagerly waiting for the adoption”

Isaiah says (Is 50.1, 52.3) and Paul argues in Romans 7.14 that we sold ourselves into sin and through sin into slavery to the enemy.  

Those who commit sin are slaves to sin (John 8.34; Romans 6.6, 16-18)

Galatians 4.4-7  

Christ redeemed us from the bondage of the Law that we might be released from slavery and adopted as sons.

We have been adopted into the family of God – all ties with the old man, our old life and the devil have been cut.  We have a new family, we are a new man in Christ, with a new family name – we are the sons of God.

We have the right to call God, Abba 

Abba – appears 3 times in the Bible, once Jesus used it to address His Father (Mark 14.36) and twice in reference to our position as adopted sons (Romans 8.15, Galatians 4.6).  Term of endearment, meaning Daddy - the word of infants.

