Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Love - The Most Excellent Way Series: 7

1 Corinthians 12.31 – 13.13

The Most Excellent Way
Nothing is more important in the life of a Christian than living and developing in the love of God.  Love is the most excellent way and we are to nurture love, grow up and develop in love.  Everything in our lives functions by love and without love nothing works. 

1 Corinthians 13.1-13

Without Love Nothing Works.

Love is the greatest of the three virtues (vs13) – love stands out far above faith and hope.

Everything is connected to love; until love is cultivated, nothing else in your life will operate at it’s fullest potential.

Things fail when you do not walk in love (v8) – they fade out and become obsolete.

· Love conquers all, but when you do not have love you are defeated (Romans 8.35-39).

You are not easily provoked when you walk by love (vs5)

Sowing financial seeds, doing charitable deeds and good works profit us nothing without love (vs3) – God is looking at your motives.

Although we may operate the Gifts of Holy Spirit; speaking in tongues and prophesying or make long prayers – without love they are just empty words.

We can have mountain-moving faith or great revelations; but we are nothing without love. (vs2)

Faith Works by Love.  - Galatians 5.6

Everything in the Kingdom of God operates by faith.  

· Whatever is not of faith is sin (Romans 14.23)

Faith without love will not produce the desired results:

· Love is like the battery that enables our faith to work properly.  

· Faith is expressed by and works through love.

· Just as the Word of God is the carrier of faith (faith comes by hearing the Word – Romans 10.17), so the Love of God is the carrier of the anointing and power.

Love is a Fruit of the Spirit and against such there is no law (vs22-23) - when you walk in the love of God, the law of sin and death cannot overpower you.

Fear has no power over you when love is truly perfected in you (1 John 4.18).

Love: The Most Excellent Way

1 Corinthians 13.13 – 14.1

The greatest of the three virtues is love, it is the most excellent way.  Paul writes that we should actively seek and pursue love (14.1)

“Eagerly pursue and seek to acquire [this] love [make it your aim, your great quest]…” (Amplified)

We should strive to live this most excellent way

When you hear a message like this on walking and living in the love of God and do not do so, it is an issue of unbelief and disobedience -- Your obedience to the Word is the proof of your belief.

When we know what to do and put off doing it, we operate in disobedience.   The same is true when we choose to do only part of what God says.

Partial obedience is disobedience.  Delayed obedience is disobedience.

If we love Him we keep His commandments.  If we keep His commandments we remain in His love.

Love – it is the Most Excellent Way.

