Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Love - The Most Excellent Way Series: 6

1 Corinthians 12.31 – 13.13

Growing and Developing in Love
Nothing is more important in the life of a Christian than developing in the love of God. Love is the most excellent way and we are to nurture love, grow up and develop in love.  The best way to begin to grow up and develop in love is to put away childish or carnal ways. 

1 Corinthians 13.10-12

We have seen in a previous study that the image of Jesus is love - Jesus is love personified.

The priority and prime objective of every Christian should be to become like Jesus – we need to grow into His image.

“Part-time Christianity does not work, we have been called to a higher level of existence” 

Creflo Dollar; ‘Lord Teach Me How to Love’; Harrison House, 2000; ISBN 1-57794-295-7; chapter 10, pg 143.

Growing into His image means that you develop His character.

Babies do not become men overnight.  Every baby goes through stages of development – newborn, toddler, junior, teenager, adulthood.  

When the devil tests you, use those tests as opportunities to build your spiritual muscles by walking in love.  Muscles only develop and grow strong with use – as you walk in love it will grow strong and come to maturity.  Faith grows by using it, love grows by walking in it.

Matthew 22.40

The whole of the Law and Prophets hang on God’s two-fold commandment of love.  We grow in love by:

· Developing our love for the Father

· Developing our love for others

Flee Youthful Lusts – 2 Timothy 2.22

Your spiritual maturity is determined by how you deal with childish things.  As children develop they ‘grow out’ of childish acts and put away their childish ways.  For the Christian these childish things are – carnal thoughts and fleshly acts.

When you find yourself yielding to carnal or fleshly acts it is an indication that you are not walking in love.

In Paul’s letter to Timothy he writes that he should ‘flee youthful lusts’ - these youthful lusts are childish ways.  In the Scriptures, childish things are synonymous with immature things or carnal things.

Those who do not show the characteristics of love are behaving in a childish way.

A Christian cannot continue to think, speak and act the same way they did before being born again.  To be born again means to be born into God, who is love – we are born again into love and there has to be a change in us (2 Corinthians 5.17)

Childish, immature ways include

· Refusing to grow

· Fornication

· Using profanity and foul language

· Murmuring and complaining.

· Works of the flesh (Galatians 5.19-21)

Children are motivated by selfishness – ‘it’s mine’, ‘give me’ and ‘I want’ are phrases often used by children.

· Sin, fear and unbelief are based in selfishness.

· When we put away these childish things we are growing up out of selfishness.

· If we don’t make it our aim to grow in love, then we are purposed to remain selfish.

Becoming Proficient in Love - Ephesians 4.11-16

When you grow up in love, you grow out of the flesh and carnality and into the image of Christ.

Once you have matured in love, you are no longer a child that is easily deceived.  But maturing in love costs something – you have to become proficient in it.

Christians must speak the truth in love, this helps others receive the truth and also builds you up in love.

There Is A Difference Between Growth And Development.

God is responsible for your growth – you are responsible for your development.

Growth requires no effort on your part – 

Babies will grow into adults just by eating and living.   But they don’t develop unless they learn and do things for themselves

.

Development requires effort and diligence – what you do is what you become proficient in.

· You can develop your love for God by ‘practicing’ your love for others

· Make it your aim not to develop in the wrong areas

You must train yourself in godliness to be spiritually fit – (1 Timothy 4.7-8)

· We don’t come to church for an emotional high or a ‘good feeling’

· The ministry gifts are not intended to entertain us but to bring understanding of the Word of God – to equip and train us for the work of ministry

· The diligent pursuit of love will develop you, train you and make you spiritually fit as exercise does for the body.

