Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Love - The Most Excellent Way Series: 5

1 Corinthians 12.31 – 13.13

Perfect Love
Nothing is more important in the life of a Christian than developing and growing in the love of God.  Love is the most excellent way.  

1 Corinthians 13.9-10

When we use the term ‘perfect’ it doesn’t necessarily mean what we would understand it in English as without mistakes or flaws.  It means ‘to be complete, mature; to grow up and come to fullness of age; to reach the target or goal’.

Ephesians 4.11-16 

Paul gave some teaching in these verses about the ministry gifts to the church and their function and responsibility.

The five-fold ministry gifts are given by Jesus to - 

1. Equip and train the saints for the work of ministry [to serve God]

2. Edify [build up] the Body of Christ

3. Bring us to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God

4. Perfect us [make us complete and mature, come to fullness of age] – grow up in God. Reach our Goal – the stature of the fullness of Christ.  This is the mark of our maturity

5. Teach us and ground us in the Word of God – so that we are not deceived and tossed about by every wind of doctrine.

Verses 15-16 – Love is the theme of these verses.  Every member of the Body works together, doing their part to cause growth of the Body [perfection] – this is all done in a spirit of love.

“For from Him the whole Body, closely joined and knit together by the contact of every part with the source of its life, derives its power to grow, in proportion to the vigour of each individual part; and so is being built up in a spirit of love” (vs 16 Twentieth Century NT)

Ephesians 3.14-21

In order for a plant to grow it has to be rooted and grounded in earth.  For you and me to grow we need to be rooted and grounded in love.

It is only when you are rooted and grounded in love that you can:

· Comprehend [seize, possess, lay hold of] the width, length, depth and height [the fullness] of love

· Know the love of Christ which passes knowledge

· Be filled with all the fullness of God

Now God is able to do exceedingly, abundantly, above all that we can ask or even think, but that’s only according to the power that works in us - or in proportion to the degree of the love that we have been perfected in.

Love is the avenue to being filled with everything God has to offer – His grace, power, wisdom and anointing.  The only way to receive these things is to be rooted and grounded in love.

Your knowledge - faith, joy, peace, healing, harvest and prosperity will be incomplete until you get a firm grasp of [lay hold of, comprehend] the superior force of love.

Perfect love propels you to experience the fullness of God’s promises.

1 John 2.3-6

One way to ensure that love is perfected [to mature and grow, reach its fullness] is to keep the commandment to love.

Whoever keeps His Word in him love of God is perfected (v5)

1 John 4.12-19

Loving one another perfects love in us (v12).  Allowing God, who is love, dwelling in us to live through us perfects love.

Perfect love gives us the boldness and confidence (v17) in knowing that we are as Jesus is in this world (that confidence comes from our abiding in Him).  We have come to the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph 4.13).

There is no fear in love only boldness and confidence.  Fear involves torment and guilt – love is confidence in God

Perfected love casts out all fear (v18)

Fear is unbelief – it is the opposite of faith.

Fear is believing the lie; Faith is believing the truth.

Fear is believing the truth will fail – Love never fails.

