Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Love - The Most Excellent Way Series: 3

1 Corinthians 12.31 – 13.13

The Nature of Love
Nothing is more important in the life of a Christian than developing in the love of God. Love is the pre-eminent force, the most excellent way.  In this study we look at the Nature of Love and how it operates.  

1 Corinthians 13.4-7

Love Suffers Long (vs4) – It is patient

Love is for the long haul, it is like a marathon not a sprint.

God’s love towards us is the perfect example – His love for us outlasts all our sin and iniquity.

People may change but love never changes.

Patience isn’t ‘putting up with something’ instead its means constant and consistent.  This means that we are to love and remain constant in it, even if people change we keep on loving through thick and thin.

Love Is Kind (vs4)

Love is obliging and willing to help or assist.

Kindness carries with it the idea of being employed or working for the benefit of others – to be useful and benevolent.

This kind of love is active – it sees the need and gets involved.  Consider Jesus, He was moved with love (compassion – with love) for those He met.

Love Does Not Envy (vs4)

Envy and its twin Jealousy are most harmful to us – they are at the root of every wicked thing.

James 3.16 -  “For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.” (AV)

Envy and Jealousy:

· Are at the root of grumbling and complaining

· Prevent us moving on in God

· Hinder the anointing of God in our lives

· Shut the door on the blessing

Jealousy is motivated by lack and insufficiency – because we see others with things that we don’t have or they’re being used by God to a different level than we are.

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep” – Romans 12.15

Love Does Not Parade Itself, Is Not Puffed Up (vs4)

Love does not act boastfully or in the spirit of pride.

Pride is one thing that God hates more than anything else.

“These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood” – Proverbs 6.16-17

God wants us to give Him glory when we get blessed.  Giving Him praise keeps us from being arrogant, conceited or puffed up with pride.

We should brag on God – tell others that God did it, God blessed me, God provided it.

The spirit of ‘I’ is the spirit of satan -  Isaiah 14.13-14

Pride is destructive (Proverbs 16.18)

Pride receives the same condemnation as satan (1 Timothy 3.6)

Love Does Not Behave Rudely (vs5)

There is never an excuse to behave rudely.  Even worldly people know the value of good manners.

Being brash is not the same as being bold – you can be bold without resorting to rudeness.

Love is respectful and courteous.  It is not unbecoming (not fitting) in word or deed.

Love does not go out of its way to deliberately offend or rub people up the wrong way.

Love Does Not Seek Its Own (vs5)

Love is not selfish in any way

· Love gives

· Love serves

· Love sacrifices

Love Is Not Provoked (vs5)

Love is not easily provoked – it is not touchy, fretful or short-tempered.

Love doesn’t fly off the handle at the slightest thing; it isn’t offended easily.

When we are rooted and grounded in love we prevent ourselves from being provoked.  The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5.5).  The Holy Spirit is gentle and love gives us that same quality of spirit.

Love Thinks No Evil (vs5)

Love doesn’t hold any grudges – it forgives.

“.. pays no attention to a suffered wrong” – Amp

“.. keeps no record of when it has been wronged” – NLT

God, who is love, forgives and forgets our sins against Him

An unforgiving spirit keeps people bound by satan and keeps the blessing from being manifested in their lives.  

Unforgiveness will prevent you from being forgiven and hinder your prayers from being answered.

Love Does Not Rejoice in Iniquity, But Rejoices in the Truth (vs6)

Love does not rejoice or gloat at injustice, misfortune or wrongs done to others.

It does not seek retaliation or revenge.

It does not see to deceive, defraud – act hypocritically

It does not treat unjustly

Love embraces the truth – honour, integrity, virtue and righteousness

Love Covers (vs7)

“Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening]” [Amp]

This verse summarises the Nature of Love – it is also best described as ‘love covers’.

“And above all things have fervent love for one another, for ‘love will cover a multitude of sins.’”  - 1 Peter 4.8

· Love bears all things by covering with silence

· Love does not cause or perpetuate a scandal – it does not gossip about somebody elses mistakes, sins or failures. It will not talk behind their backs
· Be careful – gossip often comes disguised as concern and we very often try to justify it by saying ‘I’m only saying this so you can pray’.

Just because a brother/sister asks you to pray it doesn’t necessarily mean it is for public broadcasting.

· Love believes all things by covering with forgiveness

· Love is quick to believe the best about a person

· It forgives and forgets past wrongs and trusts them

· Love hopes all things by covering with prayer

· Love does not speak/gossip about people but rather prays for them

“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much…  Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins” – James 5.16,19-20

· Love endures all things by covering with patience

· Love suffers long; it endures and perseveres

· It remains constant – it doesn’t blow hot and cold
