Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

Love - The Most Excellent Way Series: 2

1 Corinthians 12.31 – 13.13

The Commandment to Love - Loving Others
Nothing is more important in the life of a Christian than developing in the love of God. Love is the pre-eminent force, the most excellent way.  Everything is connected to it - It is the only means by which faith works, and the only way to be assured that you have passed from death to life.  Without love, you block the answers to your prayers and the manifestations of God’s promises in your life.  

1 Corinthians 13.4-6

Loving Others is a Direct Commandment.

We ended lesson 1 with the thought that we cannot say that we love God while refusing to love others – 1 John 4.20-21

John 13.34

Jesus gave us a commandment to love others – it is not something that we try to do, or consider to be a good idea, it is a commandment, it must be kept.

We are to love others as Jesus loved us – unconditionally and sacrificially.

Love must be perfected or developed in us.  You must stop indulging in things that do not fall into the category of love:

Unforgiveness; Envy; Jealousy; Acts of carnality (flesh) – (see Galatians 5.19-21)

1 Corinthians 13.4-6 – Love does not:

· Act impatiently

· Envy

· Parade itself (boastful)

· Puff up (proud, haughty)

· Act rudely

· Seek its own (selfish)

· Easily provoked (touchy, short tempered)
· Think any evil (pays no attention to a suffered wrong [Amp], keeps no record of when it has been wronged [NLT])
· Rejoice in iniquity (injustice and wrongs to others)

(We will cover these in more detail next time)

Jesus wants you to be conformed to His image – love.

As you develop and grow in love, you will begin to look, think and act like Jesus. (Rom 8.29; 1 Cor 15.49; 2 Cor 3.18; Col 3.10)

How you relate to others determines how God relates to you
Ephesians 3.16-20
God is able to do for you according to the power that works in you – LOVE
How you act determines how God acts towards you - You cannot be rooted in selfishness and expect God’s Word to work for you.

The degree to which you are rooted and grounded in love, determines the degree to which God’s goodness (glory, vs16) is manifested and released in your life.

The measure you use, the same is measured back to you.  Luke 6.38.  The whole context of Luke 6.27-38 is LOVE, these things are acts of love (praying for, blessing, mercy, forgiveness, giving).
When we become rooted and grounded in God’s love, His power is released in our lives.  

Love is the root – A tree that has bad roots does not bear any fruit.  Love is the root to all the manifestations of God’s goodness in our lives.  Only God’s love can give us everything we need for victorious Christian living.  It’s the power of love that puts in the place where we receive the ‘exceedingly abundantly above supply’. 

Faith cannot be our root; the anointing cannot be our root, for love is the greatest – it is the Most Excellent Way.

