New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

Jesus - Our Great High Priest: 2

Better Covenant

Hebrews 5, 7-10

“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession”   Hebrews 4.14

In our last study we saw that the High Priestly ministry of Jesus was of a better order than that of the Levitical priesthood.  

In this study we are going to see that the High Priestly ministry of Jesus is under a better covenant with better promises.

Hebrews 8.1-13

The Levitical priests ministered according to the Old Covenant that God made with Moses on Mt Sinai – the fact alone that it is called an 'old covenant' shows us that it has been superseded by a new covenant.  This 'New Covenant' was brought into force by the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Because the writer to the Hebrews was writing for Jewish believers, so that they didn't go back to Aaron and get back under the Old Covenant, he sets out to prove conclusively in this chapter that the New Covenant is better.

Better Priest - vs1

In the first verse, the writer sums up and brings together all the previous arguments - “this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest”

Jesus, Our High Priest is seated at the right hand of throne of the Majesty - 

· He is seated since His work of redemption is finished

· No priest under Aaron's order ever sat down – and none ever sat on a throne.

Kings sit on thrones - the role of priest and king was kept separate under the Old Covenant.   Under the New Covenant the priest and king was brought together in Jesus fulfilling the prophetic word of Zechariah 6.13 “so He shall be a priest on His throne”

Jesus is sat down 'in the heavens' – He is not a priest on earth, and He would not minister an old covenant from heaven.  A new High Priest demands a new and better covenant.

Better Sanctuary - vs2-5

Jesus came from the tribe of Judah, not Levi, so He would not have even been considered to minister as priest.  In the Gospels we often find Jesus in the temple courts but never in the Holy Place and certainly not the Holy of Holies

This proves the superiority of the New Covenant – it is ministered from heaven, not earth.

In verse 5 we read an another argument – the earthly tabernacle (and temple) were just copies of the heavenly sanctuary.    God gave Moses explicit instructions as to how to construct the tabernacle – this was based on the pattern of the heavenly tabernacle.  However beautiful and ornate the earthly tabernacle was, it is just a shadow of the better heavenly sanctuary.

For his Hebrew readers - to go back to the tabernacle under the Old Covenant was to forsake the reality of heaven for an imitation.

Better Promises – vs6-13

Verse 6 introduces us to the more excellent ministry of Jesus, Our Great High Priest.  It starts out stating that Jesus is Mediator of this better New Covenant.  

In this chapter we read of two titles given to Jesus.  In verse 2, He was designated Minister of the Sanctuary, and here in this verse He is called Mediator of the New Covenant.  Minister of the Sanctuary has specially to do with bringing us near to God and of the blessedness we find in His presence.  The Mediator of the New Covenant has to do with preparing us to enter the Sanctuary, and being made fit to meet God.

This new covenant is better because it is established on better promises.  There were some exceedingly good promises under the Old Covenant and it is really good to know that the promises of the New Covenant are far better than those of the Old Covenant.

Verses 8-13 are a direct quotation from Jeremiah 31.31-34 and outline five precious promises that form the New Covenant that God made with man through Christ Jesus.

1. The Promise of Grace  (vs6-9)

Six times in this quotation from Jeremiah God says, “I will” (I will is always the basis for covenant) - this is Grace.

The Old Covenant was a yoke of bondage, it demanded total obedience.

The New Covenant emphasizes what God will do for His people, not what they must do for Him.

Note that there was no fault in the Old Covenant, but with the people themselves.  The failure of Israel was not the weakness of the Covenant, but the weakness of the flesh – it is here that grace steps in.  What the Law could not do because of man's weakness, God accomplished through the cross.

2. The Promise of Inner Change (v10)

The promise of the New Covenant involves a change of heart.   The Old Covenant was written by God on tablets of stone – the New Covenant is written by the Holy Spirit on the fleshly tablets of our hearts (2 Corinthians 3.2-3).   External law can never change anyone, it has to become part of the person to change their behaviour.

This is what Moses referred to in Deuteronomy 6.6-9 when he told them to talk about the commands of God at every moment of their day.  It is only when the Word becomes part of a person that he will begin to change.

3. The Promise of Fellowship With God (vs10-11)

The promise of the New Covenant is that God will be our God and we will be His people.  Man has a heart capable of fellowship with God, a heart so great that nothing else than God can really satisfy it.   Under the Old Covenant, man did not have that fellowship with God, sin prevented him.  Under the New Covenant that fellowship is restored, access to and fellowship with the Father has been made possible through Jesus (John 14.6).  Under the New Covenant man will know God for himself, rather than have any man teach him, or act as mediator.

4. The Promise of Sins Forgiven (v12)

There was no forgiveness of sins under the Old Covenant – the blood of bulls and goats only made a temporary covering of sin.  Sin was brought to remembrance every year and a fresh offering made on behalf of the people.   It was only the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, that could 'take away the sins of the world' – under the New Covenant, our sin is forgiven and forgotten, never to be held against us.

5. The Promise of Eternal Blessing (v13)

The fact that God calls it a 'New Covenant' means that the Old Covenant is obsolete and will pass away.

About the time that this letter was written, the Romans were being prepared and made ready for an invasion of Palestine – this invasion ultimately brought about the end to the priestly activities of the Old Covenant, as they ceased when the Temple was destroyed in AD70.

The New Covenant endures for ever, as does the High Priestly ministry of Jesus;  it is not subject to an earthly tabernacle as it is ministered in a better sanctuary – the heavenlies.

