New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

Holiness: Mark Of True Christian Living  - 1

God's Command To Be Holy

Bible Definitions:

Holy – consecrated; sacred; set apart, belonging to and devoted to God.

Holiness is being separated from sin and consecrated (devoted) to God

Saints are literally “holy-ones”.  Sainthood is not conferred by a church or priest, bishop or pope.  It is what every born again child is called – it is a work of saving grace.  We are made holy and righteous by the blood of Jesus.

Sanctification – this is another word used closely in association with holiness and means 'set apart or make holy, separated to God'

Holiness, Sanctification and Righteousness have a two-fold function in the life of a Christian:

Work of Grace – wrought in us at salvation  (see Hebrews 10.10).  There is nothing that we have done to earn or merit them. They are part of the saving grace of God.  When we believed we became holy and righteous.

Ongoing Work – this is the ongoing work of development in the Christian Life. Whilst we have just seen that holiness is a work of grace and has nothing to do with our status, standing or merit; the ongoing work of developing holiness is something that we must work at in order to grow and mature  (see Philippians 2.12-15).

Many times in the OT we see God's instructions to His people to “sanctify themselves”.   Jesus also sanctified Himself (John 17.19)

When we read the Word we must evaluate the references to Holiness or Sanctification - “does this verse tell of something that God has already done in me, or does it require that I do something to grow?”

We Are Commanded To Be Holy

· God’s command was that we are holy, just as He is holy

· 1 Peter 1. 15-16

· Leviticus 11. 44-45

· Leviticus 19. 2  - this chapter (and the next) gives instructions for holy living

· Leviticus 20. 7-8  - keeping His commands

· We are called to holiness – to be perfect and blameless before Him

· Romans 12. 1

· 1 Thessalonians 4. 7

· We are created in God’s image – we have been predestined to be like Him

· Genesis 1. 26-27

· Romans 8. 29

· Ephesians 1. 4

· We have been saved from sin to serve Him in holiness

· Luke 1. 74-75

