Full Gospel Fellowship – Bible Study

The Glory of God: 3

The Glory of Christmas

Isaiah 60.1-7

“Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. 

For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.”  (vs1-2)

1st study – Manifestations of the Glory

represented as things tangible – particularly cloud and fire in the OT

2nd study – the glory manifest as God’s goodness, greatness and miraculous power.

In this study we are going to look at the statement found in vs1 “your light has come” – we will see the glory manifest as light.

Exodus 33-34

This passage that we have studied previously tells of the account of Moses on Mt Sinai.  He asks God  “Show me Your glory” (33.18)

(vs 29-35)  When Moses came down the mountain his face shone with the glory of God.  He had spent time in the cloud, in communion with God and there was a physical manifestation of that glory upon his own body.

Luke 9. 28-36

We read of a similar thing happening to Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration.

Jesus appearance shone – this was the same manifestation of glory.

Moses and Elijah appeared in glory

Cloud descended on the mountain – it OVERSHADOWED them

Acts 9. 3

While Saul was traveling to Damascus with warrants for the arrest of Christians – a light from heaven shone around him.  When recounting his testimony to the Jews in Jerusalem (Acts 22. 6-11) he refers to the glory of the light.

Luke 1. 26-38

(vs28) – “the Lord is with you”.  We noted last time that this statement when used in the OT was representative of the power of God, blessing, anointing or the Glory.  

In the NT we read in Acts 10.38 that the reason Jesus was able to do all that He did was because He was anointed with the Holy Spirit and God was with Him.  

John 2.11 says that Jesus manifest His glory at the wedding feast in Cana when He turned the water into wine.  An act of goodness, miraculous power described as the glory.

The apostles were eyewitnesses of the glory, John 1.14.

We beheld His glory – one translation says ‘we actually saw His glory’.

“The Word became a human being and lived here with us. We saw his true glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. From him all the kindness and all the truth of God have come down to us”  (CEV)

Mary asks the question “How can this be?” – the angel Gabriel tells her that it will be a manifestation of the glory of God.  He says ‘the Holy Spirit will come upon you, the power of the Highest will OVERSHADOW you’ (vs34-35)

Luke 2. 1-20

When Jesus was born there was a manifestation of light as the glory of the Lord came down (v9).

The Christ (Messiah), the Light of the World (John 8.12) had been born in Bethlehem.

“Arise, shine for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you”  - Isaiah 60.1

Our text  (Isaiah 60.1-7) is Messianic [it is prophetic concerning Jesus]  (note also verses 3, 6).

Matthew 2. 2, 10

The Magi had seen His star in the sky and followed it.   It was a sign to them that the King of Jews had been born.

The star is LIGHT, they had seen a manifestation of the glory.

That’s why they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  Peter could write years later  (1 Peter 1.8) that his joy was not only inexpressible but also full of glory.

Hebrews 1. 2-3

The Son (Jesus).. being the brightness of His glory

“He is the sole expression of the glory of God [the Light-being, the out-raying or radiance of the divine], and He is the perfect imprint and very image of [God's] nature, upholding and maintaining and guiding and propelling the universe by His mighty word of power”  (vs 3  Amp).

“This Son is the radiance of the Sh’khinah, the very expression of God’s essence…”  (Jewish New Testament)

Matthew 1.23

"BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which is translated, "God with us."

‘God with us’ – the glory of God

Christmas is not about the presents, Santa Claus, dinner, family, children or celebrations.   This Christmas week lets be sure to give honour to Jesus – the true glory of Christmas.  

JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON.
