Full Gospel Fellowship

Giving Series 5

GIVING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

General Introduction

Giving in the New Testament reflected the changing economic and social conditions of the time – Israel was now under Roman occupation and rule, and it was under the Roman economy.  Jews and Gentiles lived among each other as the Christians were scattered.  Through their testimony and preaching the gospel the Gentiles were being saved and were integrated into the church. 

A lot of the giving of the Old Testament hinged around the sacrificial system, the offering of animals etc. however, the Gospels do not give us much information about this sacrificial system. In fact there is no Biblical reason for us to think that this form giving stopped in the New Testament.

We can glean from instances in the Gospels of some references to the sacrifices.

Matthew 5.23 ; Matthew 8.4 ; Mark 11.15-17

In the very early days of the church, the apostles still regularly visited the Temple as part of their worship.  Later, through persecution and for other reasons the Christians became estranged from the Temple worship,  and many of the regulations about giving became irrelevant.  As the church began to grow, and Gentiles were becoming Christians, the big debate in the church was whether the Gentiles should be forced to keep the Old Testament law.

Even though the social, economic and religious conditions had changed many of the principles, attitudes and motivation of giving remained the same.

GENTILES & THE LAW

Let us spend some time looking at this problem of the Gentiles and the Law that the early church faced.  It is still an issue in the church today – there are those factions that say we are under grace not law and are therefore exempt from the law - and especially in the area of giving (more to do with the tithe)

Acts 15.1-35

15.1 - Certain men went into the church ad taught that the Gentile Christians could not be saved unless they kept the law by being circumcised.

15.2 - Paul and Barnabus were sent to Jerusalem to question the Apostles and elders on this matter.

15.5-11 - There was a great debate about this issue between some Pharisees who had become believers, the Apostles, the Elders, Paul and Barnabus

15.22 - After they had come to their decision a letter was sent back to the Gentile Christians with the response

15.28 -

· abstinence from things offered to idols

· from blood

· from things strangled

· sexual immorality

These things were all connected to and with idolatory

The Christian life was to be lived by faith in the grace of God – we were saved by faith in the grace of God, and we live by faith in the grace of God.

Paul writes to the Romans (Romans 8.1-4) that we now have a new law – the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, which he says fulfils the righteous requirement (v4).

(v3) The Law was weak in that it imposed legalism upon a people that couldn’t keep it in the flesh and were under its curse. But Jesus did keep it in the flesh, Jesus took away the condemnation of it (v1).

Jesus said (Matthew 5.17) that He did not come to abolish the law but rather to fulfil it – to bring it to completion and perfection.  He came to show us that it could be done and He did keep it and now we by the grace of God can keep the law.

We are under grace but that does not exclude us from keeping the law – we do have  certain obligations under the law (eg. We must not murder, we must not steal etc).







