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Giving Series 4

THE TITHE & TITHING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

THE TITHE : PRE-MOSAIC LAW

Genesis 14.18-20   Abram gives tithes to Melchizedek

Genesis 28.20-22   Jacob vows to give the tithe

THE TITHE IN MOSAIC LAW

Leviticus 27.30-34

· The tithe is holy to the Lord

· The tithe is one-tenth.  The Hebrew and Greek words for tithe literally mean tenth.  Incidentally the Greek word for tithe is dekatos (tenth part) and we use the dec- prefix for many words to do with the number ten:   decade, decagon, decahedron, decalitre, decimal, December

· The tithe of the land (crops or fruit) could be redeemed in certain circumstances for the value of the produce plus an additional one-fifth of the value.

· The tenth animal was holy to the Lord – the tithe

PRINCIPLES & YEAR OF TITHING

Year of Tithing

Deuteronomy 26.12

We see from Scripture that there were at least 2-3 tithes.  However Josephus (1st century Jewish historian) confirms that according to Jewish tradition there were actually 3 tithes.

First Tithe – the tithe of their increase to be brought to the Levites.  The Levites then tithed what they received for the portion of the High Priest

Second Tithe – (Deuteronomy 14.22-27) out of the remaining 9/10ths, a second tithe was taken for the service of the temple and the great feasts and had to be consumed at Jerusalem.  This could be redeemed for an extra 1/5.

Third Tithe (Poor Tithe) – (Deuteronomy 14.28-29) an extra tithe was taken every third year (year of tithing) and this was shared at home among the poor.

PRAYER OVER THE TITHE

During this time of tithing, special prayers and confessions were spoken over the tithe.  The people did not just bring their tithe and dump it at the Levites feet.  They rejoiced with great joy, prayed over it and made confessions over it.

Deuteronomy 26.1-15

The tithe was the offering brought and tithing is the act of bringing it and all that it entails.

TITHE WITH PROMISE

Giving the Tithe comes with promise (Deuteronomy 26.19)

Malachi 3.6-12

Withholding the tithe = robbing God (v8-9)

Curse on withholding the tithe (v9)

Promise of great blessing on the giver – a ‘more than enough’ blessing

2 Chronicles 31.5-10

Proverbs 3.9-10

Tithing has other special promises

· Devourer rebuked – the devourer destroys the increase, eating up the crop.

· The devourer steals your money to stop you being a blessing (car breaks down etc).

· God will rebuke the devourer

· Fruitful vine – the method of income

· God sees to it that their vines are fruitful, full of increase. 

· What might cause our ‘vines to cast their fruit’ – inability to work through sickness, accident, redundancies, economic crises (stocks/shares), changes in marketplace affecting your business.







