Full Gospel Fellowship

Giving Series 2

GIVING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Old Testament people of God were liberal and generous givers.  They were extremely wealthy when they left Egypt – God had told them to plunder the Egyptians prior to leaving  (Exodus 12.35-36).

We can see from several instances that they were wealthy.

1. They gave some of their gold to Aaron so that he could produce a golden calf for them to worship.  (Exodus 32.1-4)

2. They gave gold, silver, very expensive material and other precious objects for the construction of the Tabernacle of Meeting.  In fact the Bible says that Moses had to prevent them from giving because they had far exceeded what was needed. (Exodus 35.5-9; 36.5-7).

Similar offerings were brought by the leaders of Israel, led by King David, for the construction of the Temple

There were many kinds of sacrifices and offerings – animals, food and money were among all the things that they gave.  Some of these were required of them by the law and others were of their own freewill.

WHAT THEY GAVE

1. Firstfruits of the Ground

The firstfruits were the first things harvested from the crop.  When the people of God came into the land of Canaan they were to offer the firstfruits of their land.  It was the means by which they thanked God for His provision and goodness to them.  

The offering was of the oil, wine, grain and wool and these were to be brought to the House of the Lord.  Very often this coincided with the Feast of Harvest (Pentecost), which was one of the three great Festivals which every male were commanded to keep. (Exodus 23.15-19).

We read in these verses some important instructions for God’s people: 

· They were not to come before the Lord without an offering (vs15)

· Another important instruction associated with the firstfruits – and indeed every offering was that they were to give God the very best and finest of the firstfruits (Numbers 18.12)

2. First Born

The first born of all males, of both man and livestock were dedicated and given to the Lord.  However the firstborn sons of Israel and the firstborn of unclean animals were to be redeemed for five shekels of silver (Numbers 18.15). 

Redeem – to buy back at a price - the firstborn were to be bought back from the Lord

3. Gleanings

During the harvest any parts of the crop that were not gathered the first time had to be left for the poor.  The harvesters were not allowed to go back and collect the bits they missed (Deuteronomy  24.19-22), they also were not allowed to reap to the very edges of the field (Leviticus 23.22).  We see how this worked in the story of Ruth & Boaz.  (Ruth 2.15-16)

4. Unused Land

Every seventh year the fields had to be left unsown, nothing was to be grown. Anything that grew naturally was to be left for the poor. (Exodus 23.11, Leviticus 25.4-5)

5. Gifts and Loans

Gifts and loans were to be given to the poor.  The people were commanded to be very generous toward them. (Deuteronomy 15.7-8)

6. Gifts for The Temple

We mentioned earlier (in the introduction) that the people gave freely for the construction of the Tabernacle, and later the Temple.  Their gifts included gold, silver, bronze; yarn, linen, skins, wood, olive oil, spices and precious stones.

7. Offerings

There were several different types of offerings that were given. These included:

· Burnt offering of animals from the flock

· Grain offerings of fine flour

· Drink offerings of wine

· Peace offerings

· Sin offering

· Wave offering

· Heave offering

· Thank offering

8. Tithes

The tithe was one tenth of what they had been blessed with, and was required by God.  It did not belong to the people but to God and for them not to give it was very serious and considered to be robbing God. (Malachi 3.8-9)

We are going to look at both the offerings and the tithe in detail in later studies.

HOW THE GIVING WAS DONE

God’s people were to be a generous people, giving freely, liberally and willingly with an open hand.  They were not to be hard-hearted or tightfisted, nor to give with a grudging heart.  Their motivation was much deeper than just keeping rules.

God’s people gave because the Lord was generous and bountiful to them.  He had given them so much that they could share it with others. It was from His generous supply that they gave the offerings.  Generous giving is like a circle – God gives generously to us, we give generously in response and then God continues to give to us. We can never out give God.

SUMMARY

We learn from the Old Testament that:

God supplies abundantly and bountifully to His people

On two major documented occasions in the Old Testament the people gave willingly, generously and enthusiastically to building projects.

A variety of things were given to God

Their methods of giving were an acknowledgment that God was their provider

There was great concern for the poor and needy

We see that the people were liberal, generous, open hearted, open handed and willing concerning their giving.







