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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE OF GIVING


The subject of giving is much bigger than I am going to cover in this study.  Whenever we mention this subject everybody immediately assumes that we are talking about money, and we will be to a great extent, but giving involves much more; we can give our time, our talents, an encouraging word, love, friendship and I could go on.

GOD'S COVENANT WORDS

Before we get into looking at this subject of giving we must first lay a foundation and base for our study.  We need to establish in our hearts and minds that God's Word is true.   One of the fundamental doctrines of the church is that the Bible is the inspired Word of God.  Even though it was penned down by approximately forty different men and women, it has one author, God.

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works”    2 Timothy 3. 16

The Bible in its entirety is inspired of God, that means that it is His word.  It is His covenant with you and me and that covenant cannot be broken.  If God could break His covenant then the world would fall apart, the universe would crumble and everything would cease to be.  That should get us all excited, if God cannot break His word then it is trustworthy and dependable.  An old preacher friend of mine used to say that we can 'hang our shirt on the promises of God'.   Jesus taught His disciples on the dependability of His words in Mark 13. 31.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away”

Even if Heaven and earth pass away and come to an end, still God's word would remain.  It is steadfast, established and unchanging and stands forever.

“For ever, O Lord, Thy word is settled [established, fixed firm, covenanted] in heaven”    Psalm 119.89

Therefore we can come to the conclusion that whatever God says in His word is true, and what He says He will do.

GIVING IS GOD'S NATURE

God is not an unjust God, He wouldn't ask us to do something that He would not do Himself.   God is the best example of a giver that I know - Giving is not in His nature it IS His nature.  GOD IS A GIVER.  Let us look at one of the most famous verses in the Bible and see His nature in operation.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life”    John 3. 16

God gave the best He had for you, me and all mankind.  He gave His very best, He gave all that He had that was dear to Him, He gave His only begotten Son.  Notice God's motive for giving, it was His love for us, His love for a world that didn't care about Him, that rejected Him, turned their back on Him.  Yet out of love for them, God gave.

The primary objective that we should have as Christians is to be like God, to imitate Him, to have His nature.  Out of our love for Him we too should be givers.  We should not give to God because we feel compelled to during a service nor as some means of trying to pay back God for all that He has done for us.  We should give because we want to give, because we love Him.  The Bible says that God loves cheerful givers, those who are happy to give, those who love to give.

“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”   2 Corinthians 9. 7

WE CANNOT OUT-GIVE GOD

Laws govern nature, they are unchanging and existed long before their discovery.  Gravity has always been there, since God created it,  but no one knew about it until the day that Isaac Newton discovered it.  Like nature, there are laws in the spiritual realm. When we give to God we start operating in the spiritual law of giving and receiving and this law runs throughout the Bible.  It is also referred to as the law of 'sowing and reaping' or  'seedtime and harvest'.

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again”   Luke 6. 38

This law begins operating the moment we give to God.  Give and it will be given unto you. You cannot out-give God the more that you give, the more that is given to you.  We cannot give sparingly and reap bountifully.  Bountiful givers receive the bountiful harvest.

A few moments ago we looked at the verse from 2 Corinthians where it said that God loves a cheerful giver.  Let us now look at the context of that verse.  It shows this law of giving and receiving.

“But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the  poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)  Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.”           2 Corinthians 9. 6-11

When you give to God, He is able to make all grace abound toward you so that you have more than enough for your needs with some left over for you to meet the needs of others.

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  Galatians 6. 7

Whatever we sow, we shall reap the same.  We sow sparingly we reap sparingly, bountifully we reap bountifully.   If a farmer goes to the trouble of ploughing his fields and preparing the ground to receive the seed, he will make sure he sows the correct seed.  He does not sow corn if he wants a wheat crop, neither does he sow cabbages if he wants to grow potatoes.  His harvest depends on his seed.  If the farmer wants to harvest wheat he sows wheat, if he wants potatoes he sows potatoes.  In our giving if we want to reap a good harvest we need to sow good seeds.  Bad seeds will only produce a bad harvest.   Our giving needs to be directed into good ground.







