New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Fullness of the Eden Blessing: 7

Unity: Essential For The Blessing

Genesis 2.18-25

One of the ten blessings of Eden is unity with each other.

In verse 18 we read that it is not good for man to be alone.  

In ch. 2 we read of the first 'marriage'

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall become united and cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” (vs. 24, Amp)

“And said, For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be united firmly (joined inseparably) to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?” 

(Matthew 19.5, Amp)

Together We're Strong

Notice what Genesis 2.24 says: “..and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh”.  

Marriage is no longer two people but one unit.  The strengths of each one become stronger and the weaknesses of each are eliminated - this is true of any group.

· the Trade Unions have the motto - Unity is strength

Ecclesiastes 4.12

“Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly broken”

Rope: made up of many single strands (easily broken on their own) brought together and twisted to form a strong unbreakable single rope.

Together we're strong but divided we fall.

“But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: 'Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls'” Luke 11.17

The Church: One Body

“For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.” - 1 Corinthians 12.12

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12 about how the church functions in unity.  It is made up of many members, different parts, different abilities and giftings – yet it is ONE body.

We cannot do without each other,  we compliment each other, we strengthen each other.

· A united church is a strong church.

· A united church is a growing church.

· A united church is a blessed church.

Ephesians 4.11-16

When the individual ministries work together in unity it causes growth of the body.

We are joined together by God but held together by one another.

Jesus prayed for unity among the brethren – John 17.20-23

· He prayed that we would be one with God, and one with each other.

· Unity perfects us (causes growth) (vs23)

· Unity brings the revelation of Jesus to the world. (vs21,23)

Unity Brings The Blessing

Psalm 133

The psalm is towards the end of 15 psalms (120-134) designated as 'Song of Ascents' – these were songs sung by the pilgrims making their journey to Jerusalem for the annual feasts.  They were 'ascending' the hill of the Lord to worship.

vs1. “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together in unity!”

Unity comes from God – He established it in Eden (“It's not good for man to be alone”).

It is good though to dwell in unity.  It is pleasant when we come together.

We should not forsake the gathering of ourselves together (Hebrews 10.25) particularly in these last days when we need the strength and encouragement of each other.

vs2.  “It is like the precious oil upon the head, Running down on the beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his garments.”

This verse is referring to the anointing oil and the consecration of the priests.

There is a holy anointing that comes upon the brethren in unity – which you do not have in discord.

There is power in unity – the power of God is present

vs3.  “It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains of Zion.”

When the brethren are in unity times of refreshing come from God's presence.  

The dew of Heaven falls upon God's people – bringing a freshness to the spirit.

        “For there the LORD commanded the blessing— Life forevermore”

Where there is unity – there the Lord commands the blessing!

Life forevermore!

