New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Fullness of the Eden Blessing: 6

Three Roots Needed For Growth

In the last lesson we read from Jeremiah 17.7-8.

The man whose trust is in the Lord is likened unto a tree that is planted beside a river, which is always green and fruitful as it draws its life-source through its roots that tap into the waters from the river.  Even when there has been a lack of rainfall and there is a drought in the land, the tree continues to stay green and fruitful.

God caused the trees to grow in Eden (Genesis 2. 8-9).  

God expects you and I to grow.  Several times in the Scriptures we read about our need for growth – there are three main words used in the Scriptures:  grow; mature, increase.

Two Types of Growth

When we talk about growth we can refer to either of two things:

Personal Growth – where we grow up into the things of God, we mature individually and become strong 'adult' Christians.

Church Growth – where the church of God increases and grows together spiritually and numerically.  The church begins to grow as we grow.

Jesus said “I will build My church” (Matthew 16.18) - Jesus builds His church by causing growth in the individual members.

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.  So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.”

1 Corinthians 3. 6-7

“and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.”

Colossians 2.19

Three Roots Needed to Grow

When we are saved, the Bible refers to us a 'newborn babes'. There is nothing wrong with being a 'baby' in Christ, however, there is something wrong if a 'babe in Christ' stays a baby after being saved for five, ten or twenty years.  It's just the same as it is in the natural.

Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 13.11  that he put away childish things and grew up and became a man – that's growth!

Luke 8.5-8; 11-15

(14) What prevented growth for the seed? - the pathway & birds, the rocks, the thorns

For any tree to grow it needs strong healthy roots and in order for us to grow we need to see FULLNESS (Completeness) in three key areas:

· God's Word - pathway/birds

· Fellowship - rocks

· Prayer – thorns

The Root of the Word of God

1 Peter 2.2

“as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby”

God's Word is spiritual food for the spirit man.

God's Word causes growth for the Christian.

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work”  2 Timothy 3.16-17

The Root of Fellowship

Fellowship with other Christians in the setting of the Church is a vital root that is necessary for our growth.

Hebrews warns us not to forsake the gathering of ourselves together. (Hebrews 10.25)

It is in the framework of the church that we learn and grow.

Ephesians 4.11-16

Jesus said “I will build My church..” - He has set in the church the gifts necessary for our growth: Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers.

These giftings are given to teach, train and equip the church so that they grow and become 'a perfect man' (v13)

The Root of Prayer

In the parable of the Sower, Jesus said that the thorns choked the life out of the seed.  He likens these thorns to cares (needs), [thirst & love for] riches and pleasures of life - [covetousness].

Prayer isn't always about requests and petitions, it is also about communion with God.

The devil is constantly attacking these three roots. If we drop one, two or all of them, we are on dangerous ground where our growth is concerned.

Growth can become stunted and our life in God put in jeopardy.

