New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Fullness of the Eden Blessing: 5

The Fullness of Joy

One thing the Bible tells us about Eden was that it was watered by a mist that came up from the earth and by the waters of four rivers.

Genesis 2. 4-14

Pison – (increase, disperse, spread); circled the land of Havilah (north-east Asia Minor)

Gihon – (gush forth); circled the land of Cush (regions of South Nile, Ethiopia)

Hiddekel (or Tigris) – (rapidly flowing, riddle of the date palm); went towards the east of Assyria

Euphrates – (break forth into fruitfulness)

Break forth – speaks of joy

Isaiah 52.9

“Break forth into joy, sing together, You waste places of Jerusalem! For the LORD has comforted His people, He has redeemed Jerusalem”

There Is Life & Joy Wherever The River Flows

The rivers that flowed out of Eden brought life to the garden and areas surrounding it, and refreshed the land.  

Psalm 65.9-13 – the river of God is full of water, bringing life, healing, blessing and joy

“I will open rivers in desolate heights, And fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water, And the dry land springs of water” (Isaiah 41.18) – God's people were refreshed by the waters in a dry land.

Isaiah 58.11 - “The LORD will guide you continually, And satisfy your soul in drought, And strengthen your bones; You shall be like a watered garden, And like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail”

Jeremiah 17.7-8

The man whose trust is in the Lord is likened unto a tree that is planted beside a river, which is always green and fruitful as it draws its life-source through its roots that tap into the waters from the river.  Even when there has been a lack of rainfall and there is a drought in the land, the tree continues to stay green and fruitful.

Joy Comes From The Lord

We are told to wait upon the Lord for the times of refreshing that come from His presence (Acts 3.19)

Jesus said “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full” John 15.11

“In His presence is fullness of joy” - Psalm 16.11

Swim In The River Of Joy

In Psalm 87.7 we read, “The singers as well as the players on instruments shall say, All my springs (my sources of life and joy) are in you [city of our God]” (Amp)

Our springs of joy are in God

Ezekiel 47 portrays a vivid account of the river that flows from the Throne of God.  The prophet walked into the river in stages, but he soon found that in order to enjoy its fullness you have to swim in it.

Isaiah 61 is a chapter of praise and joy.

Isaiah begins with “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me..” and ends on a high note of praise.

“I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful in my God; For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.    For as the earth brings forth its bud, As the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth, So the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations” (Isaiah 61.10-11)

(3) Part of the ministry of the Spirit is to give joy in place of mourning, and a garment of praise to lift heaviness in spirit.   People of praise are trees of righteousness, planted by the Lord (beside the river)

Fullness of Joy is part of the Eden Blessing!

